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PREFACE 



Airs 



WARNING. 



In the year of Grace 181d, this 
Production was brought forth in a 
County-town. Premature its appear* 
ance, the march of intellect ]iad not 
then prepared the minds for its recep- 
tion. A brief while after its birth, alas! 
it gave up the ghosts noticed by few 
and lamented by , none, save its dis* 
consolate Parent^ whose fondness for 
the Defunct still survives a period of 
eighteen years, as this present attempt 
at resuscitation will attest. 



IV. 

Bat> although he hath endeavoured 
his utmost to infuse into the Bantling 
CO much of the Promethean heat as 
may enable it to live out the quarter- 
Ij period allowed to the fevoured of its 
tribe, giving more embonpoint, mora 
stamina to the frame, mora symmetiy. 
more elasticity to the limbs, more 
in^elligJeiibe to the countenance, more 
expanse to the pericranium ; yet it is 
feared that the •(^lerator is not in the 
possessbn df the ELfxiR df Life; -'-" 
" HoweVer, untlf the atteinjlt be ftiiide. 
he shelters himself under the same ad- 
age as alleged in their predictions by 
Astronomers of old, and which still 
concludes the lucubrations of newspa- 
per Editors in their anticipatioVis of 
political events^— 

TIME WILL SHEW ! 



V. 

Ladies and Gentlembn, 
composing the reading British Public, 

Beware ! 

In the momentous impending Trial, 
ye are by birth-rig'ht constituted the 
Sole Jury : both your fair fame and 
the national credit are implicated in 
the result.-— Be therefore your Verdict 
such as 

POSTERITY WILL RATIFY. 



i i<v-»-vr ,^ t-u 



V . .£ 



INTRODUGTION. 






When a Stranger is introduced to a 
person, whose godd-willit Js bis^intei^ 
est to conciliate, with his best apparel 
he puts on his best behaviour; discor- 
dant opinions are carefully sup^ressed^ 
smiles enliveji. bis: CQuntenancei bland 
his manner, bis a^^nting^ voic^ is mo- 
dulated to every suayity of tone, his 
hands smoothly circumyolve each 
other, his body bends to every in- 
gratiating attitude, and the whole of 
hi$ carnage denotes gentleness, Qour* 
tesy, deference and obsequiousnei^. 

Not so, when success in the world 
has crowned his endeavours : the mask 
is then thrown off-*stern assumption 
supersedes mild persuasion, and pride. 
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conceit and arrogance but too often 
pervade the general tenor of his de- 
portment. 

Delusions nearly similar an Author 
at first practices, in order to gain the 
public favour ; aware of the impolicy 
of offending, the avowal of his bolder 
opinions is with-held until that mo- 
ment, when he fancies that he has se- 
cured for their promulgation a favour- 
able reception. I except, however, your 
testy, theological and political dispu- 
tants: they, like true dealers and chap- 
men, without any attempt at propiti-* 
ation at <mce proceed to hostilities. 

And, since I have at the very begin- 
ning of this vol ume imparted to you 
one of the secrets of the trade^ I only 
mean of Authorship, God forfend I 
shi3uld unveil the mightier proceedings 
of our task-masters, the Publishers ! in- 
tending, moreover, in the progress of 
thework to divulge many more equally 
important: gentle and courteous Rea- 



der, prove youneif an apt scholar, 
receive heteaft^ the smoothly word- 
ed address of an Author with that 
sort of cantion and ri&ser^'e, which pru- 
dence suggests at the approach of 
a money-borrower ; never again be 
csught in the trap of a well spun mo^ 
rsdizing aphorism ; . steel your* heart 
against sen tittientalefittsions: beware,* 
oh beware of the cloven foot ! There-* 
fore, let no pious, sanctified ejacula^ 
tion of mine deter you firom saying : 
This Fellow, with all kis cani, is no 
better than the rest of- his breihren* 

One lecture more on a subject some*> 
what similar, if it were merely to eke 
out the chapter. 

l^he very undisguised manlier, la 
which I intend to q»eak of my writings^ 
will doubtless be imputed to an over«- 
weeniug opinion of myself But alas J 
how else can I promote my views ? mo*- 
dei^y is a starving virtue. I beseech 
you, good Sirs, to consider my forlorn 
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situation, without a pHtron to foster 
my productions, and perhaps bereft of 
the nefdful to purchase ier them a few 
salutary pufis« In this commercial and 
jobbing Island every article in d«(iand 
IS' sure ta fetch a yalue : bo^ to create 
a demand for this or that particular ar^ 
ticle the only di£l|culty • Is it likely, 
then, that those periodical distributors 
of fame, that strive most charitably to 
ease the Nation of thetrouble of judg* 
ing for itself, will, unpaid^ rate an Au- 
thor according to the intrinsic value 
of his works? — <)h no. They have their 
Ust'of prwes. A certaitt amount of 
cash can alone obtain a prc^portionate 
quantum of laudatory paragraphs to- 
wards helping out the sale of an editi- 
onw Therefore r^st assured, thiBit when>- 
evw a Writer is reduced to tbeniiscessi- 
ty of sounding his own praises^ it is a 
clear proof of his inability to bribe 
any of the criticismg gentry, so rich 
in phraseology, and so poor in imagi- 
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nation, to perfoim the task for him. 

It may here be enquired, why I am 
so imprudent as to provoke, at the' 
very onset, the wrath of <^ the Gentle- 
men connected with the press :*' since 
they, though unwilling to laud gratis, 
would perhaps have suffered me to 
proceed in my career, unmolested. 

I answer^ — ^their censure is much less 
to be dreaded than their silence ; as for 
their praise : — why, let those^ who fear 
that they have committed the sin of 
dulness or ignorance, pay for an ah* 
solution. 

But, oh wonderful ! what gigantic 
strides towards perfection the system 
of puffing hath made of late years, 
and how extensive its influence ! It 
pervades all ranks. The Metropolis 
can now boast of Advertisers whose un« 
blushing effrontery exceeds the crea- 
tive power of Sheridan; they prove that 
his Puff was but a Tyro in the trade. 



IV. 

But) although he hath endeavoured 
his utmost to infuse into the Bantling 
eo much of the Promethean heat as 
may enable it to live out the quarter- 
ly period allowed to the favoured of its 
tribe, giving more embonpoint, more 
stamina to the frame, more symmetry, 
more elasticity to the limbs, more 
inltelligJence to the countenance, '^more 
expanse to the pericranium ; yet it is 
feared that the Curator is not in the 
possession 6f the ELfxiR of Life: ^ 

' HdweVer, until the attemjit be ftikdie. 

• • » - . 

he shelters hmiself under the same ad- 
age as alleged in their predictions by 
Astronomers of old, and which still 
concludes the lucubrations of newspa- 
per Editors in their anticipatioSis of 
political eventfrr- 

TIME WILL SHEW ! 
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THE DRAMATIST IN EMBRYO. 



II 



•.- ^ 



ERE'I proceed t6 Yiiarfate tHe events 
of my joilmeyi from' a small city al- 
most bordering on the PrincipkUty,' to 
the Metropolis'of the British Empire^ 
it will naturally be expected that somi. 
account be given of my "birth, parent 
age and education, according to th 
usual practice towards those giftec 
with warlike or intellectual endow* 
inents. And, truly; wheii my genius 
shall ' emerge from the aggregated 
clouds that have hitherto concealed its 
lustre ; when it shall extend its influ* 
ence over the literary horizon ; when 
the world, amazed at a prowgy 6f my 
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magnitude, shdll wonder at the possi- 
bility of its having remained thus l<mg 
unnoticed ; then every transaction of 
a life so important shall be recorded, 
no circumstance however trivial omit- 
ted; as eveiT juvenile production, 
however chilSsh, will rea^fii^d ad. 
mission in the magazines of the day. 
My biographer will, of course, inform 
his Readers of the particular spot and 
day that witnessed my birth ; the whole 
catalogue of my ancestry will pass in 
review before them : they will be told of 
the jRev. Gentleman under whose tui- 
tion I received the first rudiments of 
education ; of the College at either 
University that can boast of having ad- 
mitted me as a B. a M. or a D. of the 
arts or sciences taught, but not acquir- 
ed therein, without omitting the many 
marks of distinction subsequently ob- 
tained. — ^However, for the present, the 
world must be satisfied with the fol- 
lowing scanty information. 



15 



cisjB^^^jfo? jn^iBy.a proftfifHpa 4)f! li^t^ 
DOte f and less ptojfit.! . A^i t^Qi^ea 

Tiewed m<^ ^^n idja sort of a I^IC;<»^ 
zy" ^fellovi^, wtiOj, attach!^ rgceat jiii^«- 
portene? tp trifles, megleeted thi;^4o£ 
higher iiM^ipwtHTwIial^ fi^it 

tha^ moB/^yi and Jegs^wipsci tbaiiyi^(^e^» 
Yet: 4 thought tiui^.th(^«indiqatiQiii| I 
gavetof f4nf>» jsh9iikl ha^^^imtid^d f90 
to 2aore'(B0i»sidaraM:iom#. Ihadialr€ia4}^j 
distinguished jpjaslf :by i; and^ ideq* 
tioae^^riag squibs, .a ifong pr.^two Qf 
ipine (ivQrds.aod xnusicyh^d^^ntSii^g 
at a public diYin|^r,,a few qf ,mj epi« 
gr^ms we^e handed, abouj^;. the ^ wilt ^ 
wbi^h did not wholly c^n^st i^a ffofxi 
several youthfuldamsel^ h^d.b^n cpuir 
pliniteiited with amatf^ry ^ITusif^^ frqni 
my muse,. and last)y. ^Jhad ^arqured. 
the City Journal with a few politicid 
epistles cm the mighty trajoBsai^iQiu^ of 
the day ; but now, alas ! alre^y/qi^t- 
ten. Altho^these^eJ>i!rj:leswer|eauth9I^-; 

B 
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some high sounding Grecian 
or Roman name, I gavel the tnqiiiirpr 
. significant hints that thej sprang from 
the Imiin of his huinble servant. Yet, 
in the straggle for distin<rtion, my 
claims were still disallowed, even on 
that narrow stage; seldom could I find 
an opening to deliver with efiect any 
pithy or lucid observation of mine, 
owing to^the squire, doctor or parson 
eng^rossing^ the whole attention ; and, 
at the few invitations of consequence 
I received, the lower end of the table 
was mostly my appointed station. I 
felt that, in the absence of wealth, a 
far greater display of talent was indis- 
pensable for the attainment of that pre- 
eminence after which I longe<l. But, 
as I wandered from one subject to ano- 
ther, without in good earnest attempt- 
ing any work of importance, the ques- 
tion — whether I did possess the tal^it 
requisite — remained a long time in 
doubt. At lengtH the accidental pe- 



der, prove yonneif m apt scholar, 
receive heteafter the smoothly word- 
ed address of an Author with that 
sort of caution and t^ser^'e, which pru- 
dence suggei^s at the approach of 
a money-borrower ; never again be 
csii^ht in the trap of ia well spun liio^ 
ralizing aphorism ; steel your* heart 
against sentimental efiiistons : beware,* 
oh beware of the cloven foot ! There- 
fyre^ let no pious, sanctified ejacula^ 
tion of mine deter you from saying : 
This Fellow^ with all kis cani^ is no 
betUr than the rest of his brethren. 

One lecture more on a subject some^ 
what similar, if it were. merely to eke 
out the chapter. 

l^he very undisguised manlier, in 
which I intend to q»eak of my writings^ 
will doubtless be imputed io an over* 
weening opinion of myself But alas J 
how else can I promote my views ? mo*- 
desty is a starving virtue. I beseech 
you, good Sirs, to consider my forlorn 
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situation, without a pHtrao to foster 
my productions, and perhaps bereft of 
the nefdfnl to purchase ier them a few 
salutary pufis. In this commercial and 
jobbing Island every article in dranand 
is- sure ta fetch a yalue : faoik^ to create 
a demand for this or that particular ai^ 
tide the only di£l|culty • Is it likely^ 
then, that those periodical distributors 
of fame, that striye most charitably to 
ease the Natien of the trouble of judg- 
ing for itself, will, unpaid^ rate an Au- 
thor according to the intrinsic value 
ofhiswoilis? — <)hno. They have their 
list of prices. A certain amount of 
cash can alone obtain a prc^portionate 
quantum of laudatory parag^phs to- 
wards hdiping out the sale of an editi* 
on% Therefore r^st assured, that when<- 
ever a Writer is reduced to tben^oessi- 
ty of sounding his own praises^ it is a 
clear proof of bis inability to bribe 
any of the criticismg gentry, so rich 
in phraseology, and so poor in imagi- 



der, prove ybunself an apt scholar, 
receive hereafter the smoothly word- 
ed address of an Author with that 
sort of caution and reserve, which pru- 
dence suggests at the approach of 
a . money-borrower ; never again be 
csugfat in the trap of a well spun mo^ 
rsdizing aphorism ; steel your heart 
i^instsehtiMentalefiiisions: beware^ 
oh beware of the cloven foot ! There-* 
fore, let no pious, sanctitted ejacuia* 
tion of mine deter you from saying : 
This Fellow^ with all his cani, is no 
better than the rest of- his brethren^ 

One lecture more on a subject some^ 
what sin^ilar, if it were merely to eke 
out the chapter. 

I'he very undisguised manlier, in 
which I intend to q»eak of my writings^ 
will doubtless be imputed to an over* 
weening opinion of niyself. But alas ! 
how else can I promote my views ? mo*- 
derty is a starving virtue. I beseech 
you, good Sirs, to consider my forlorn 



8 

conceit and arrogance but too often 
pervade the general tenor of his de^ 
portiuent. 

Delusions nearly similar an Author 
at first practices, in order to gain the 
public favour ; aware of the impolicy 
of offending, the avowal of his bolder 
opinions is with-held until that mo- 
ment, when he fancies that he has se- 
cured for their promulgation a favour- 
able reception. I except, however, your 
testy, theological and political dispu- 
tants: they, like true dealers and chap^ 
m^i, without any attempt at pro{>iti-* 
ation at once proceed to hostilides. 

And, since I have at the very begin- 
ning of this volume imparted to yoii 
one of the secrets of the trade^ I only 
mean of Authorship, God forfend I 
shi3uld unveil the mightier proceedings 
of our task-masters, the Publisheris ! in- 
tending, moreover, in the progress of 
thework to divulge manymoreequally 
important: gentle and courteous Rea- 



der, prove yourself an apt scholar, 
receive hereafter the smoothly word- 
ed address of an Author with that 
sort of caution and reserve, which pru- 
dence suggests at the approach of. 
a money-borrower ; never again be 
csugbt in the trap of a well spun mai 
raiizing aphorism ; . steel your heart 
against sehtitnental effusions : beware,* 
oh beware of the cloven foot ! There- 
fore, let no pious, sanctified ejacnia;* 
tion of mine deter you from saying : 
This Fellaw^ with all his cant, is no 
better than the rest of his brethren. 

One lecture more on a subject some*- 
what sindilar, if it were merely to eke 
out the chapter. 

1 he very undisguised manner, in 
which I intend to speak of my writings^ 
will doubtless be imputed to an over- 
weening opinion of myself. But alas J 
how else can I promote my views ? mo^ 
desty is a starving virtue. I beseech 
you, good Sirs, to consider my forlorn 
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situation, without a putron to foster 
my productions, and peilii^ bereft of 
the nepdfttl to purchase ifor them a fevir 
salutary pufis. In this commercial and 
Jobbing Island every article in danand 
is sure to fetch a yalue : faoW to create 
a demand for this or that particular aiv 
tide the only difl^culty . Is it likely, 
then, that those periodical distributors 
of fiune, that strive most charkably to 
ease the Natien of the trouble of judg* 
ing for itself, will, unpaid^ rate an Au- 
thor according to the intrinsic value 
of Itts works ? — ()h no. They have their 
list of prioes. A certain amount of 
eash can alone obtain a pn^Kirtionate 
quantum of laudatory paragpraphs to- 
wards helping out the sale of an editi- 
on% Therefore r^st assured, that when*- 
ever a Writer is reduced to tbe* necessi- 
ty of sounding his own praisesi it is a 
clear proof of his inability to bribe 
any of the CMriticistng gentry, so rich 
in phraseology, and so poor in imagi- 



It 



nation, to perform the task for Iiim. 

It may here be enquired, why I am 
so imprudent as to provoke, at the 
very onset, the wrath of " the Gentle- 
men connected with the press :'^ since 
they, though unwilling to laud gratis, 
would perhaps have suffered me to 
proceed in my career, unmolested. 

IanswerJheircensm.is much less 
to be dreaded than their silence ; as for 
their praise :*— why, let those^ who fear 
that they have committed the sin of 
dulness or ignorance, pay for an ah^ 
solution. 

But, oh wonderful ! what gigantic 
strides towards perfection the system 
of puffing hath made of late years, 
and how extensive its influence ! It 
pervades all ranks. The Metropolis 
can now boast of Ad vertisers whose un*^ 
blushing effrontery exceeds the crea-^ 
tive power of Sheridan; they prove that 
his Puff was but a Tyro in the trade. 
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situation, without a putran to foster 
my productions, and peilii^ bereft of 
the nepdfttl to purchase "S&r them a fevir 
salutary pufis. In this commercial and 
jobbing Island ever j article in danand 
is sure to fetch a value : faoW to create 
a demand for this or that particular aiv 
tide the only difl^culty. Is it likely, 
then, that those periodical distributors 
of fiune, that strive most chatkaUy to 
ease the Natien of thetrouble of judg- 
ing for itself, will, unpaid^ rate an Au- 
thor according to the intrinsic value 
of his works ^-^)h no. They have their 
list'of prioes. A certain amount of 
cash can alone obtain a prqpcNrtionate 
quantum of laudatory paragraphs to- 
wards helping out the sale of an editi- 
ouw Therefore r^st assured, that when*- 
evOT a Writer is reduced to tbenteoessi- 
ty of sounding his own praisesi it is a 
clear proof of hi» inability to bribe 
any of the CMriticismg gentry, so ridb 
in phraseology, and so poor in imagi- 
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nation, to perform the task for him. 

It may here be enquired, why I am 
so imprudent as to provoke, at the 
very onset, the wrath of *^ the Gentle- 
men connected with the press :'' since 
they, though unwilling to laud gratis, 
would perhaps have suffered me to 
proceed in my career, unmolested. 

I answer^ — ^their censure is much less 
to be dreaded than their silence ; as for 
their praise :-— why, let those^ who fear 
that they have committed the sin of 
dulness or ignorance, pay for an ab^ 
solution. 

But, oh wonderful ! what gigantic 
strides towards perfection the system 
of puffing hath made of late years, 
and how extensive its influence ! It 
pervades all ranks. The Metropolis 
can now boast of Ad vertisers whose un- 
blushing effrontery exceeds the crea-^ 
tive power of Sheridan; they prove that 
his Puff was but a Tyro in the trade. 



CHAP. U. 



THE PLAY. 



IN the Spring of the year 1810,- I 
perufled the following paragraph in the 
Courier newspaper :— 

''Mr. Morton baB obtained fonr hundred 
and fifty pounds, for the copy*right of his new 
Plsyi in addition to the three hundred that 
be received from the Manager of Covent 
Garden.*' 

On the same day, lounging in a^ 
Bookseller's Shop, I noticed amongst 
other novelties, just imported, the iden- 
tical Play. I purchased and carried it 
home, and forthwith entered upon the 
perusal ; ere I had concluded, my as- 
tonishment had reached its extreme. 
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ERE I proceed fb narrate tbe events 
of my joUmey^ from' a small city al- 
most bordering on the Principality, to 
the Metropolis'of the Britisli Empire^ 
it will naturally be expected that som< 
account be given of my t>irth, parent 
age and education, according to th* 
usual practice towards those giftei 
with warlike or intellectual endow- 
ments. And, triiljr; when my genius 
shall emerge from the aggregated 
clouds that have hitherto concealed its 
lustre ; when it shall extend its inilu« 
ence over the literary horizon ; when 
the world, amazed at a prowgy 6f my 



14 

magnitude, shall wonder at the possi- 
bility of its having remained thus long 
unnoticed ; then every transaction of 
a life so important shall be recorded, 
no circumstance however trivial omit- 
ted; as every juvenile production, 
however childish, will readily find ad- 
mission in the magazines of the day. 
My biographer will, of course, inform 
his Readers of the particular spot and 
day that witnessed my birth ; the whole 
catalogue of my ancestry will pass in 
review before them : they will be told of 
the JRev. Gentleman under whose tui- 
tion I received the first rudiments of 
education ; of the College at either 
University that can boast of having ad- 
mitted me as a B. a M. or a D. of the 
arts or sciences taught, but not acquir- 
ed therein, without omitting the many 
marks of distinction subsequently ob- 
tained. — ^However, for the present, the 
world must be satisfied with the fol- 
lowing scanty information. 



hijUkfiCity, #HfMrefon4 IImi^i^kw- 
eisjB^r^^V y^ni,,a profesfupa 4ii: ji|t)e 
potevand lesi» piofit*! . IVIjt t^>FQ^ea 
yiewed ms^ ^^n id]^ iDrt of a hs^^cru^ 
zy /ellras » whoj , alitechi^g rgDeat jin^** 
portaoef to trifleB^ aegl^^ted tb]|^4>€ 
higher mQ^kfl^t^y^h^ fi^it 

Yet 1 thought tiba;t4he»«iii<qli<^iQ9i| J 
gtxve<o{gjmi^siib9nhi. Imp^tiJied vw 
to iiior0'(BOiisidQrsU;iogi«» Ihad^^lr^^id^i 
distinguished ffkjmli. by^ i|iiiidrj' ideq* 
tione^ring squibs, .a ^oug 9t .l^w^ Qf 
ipine (n^QidsandxattsicyhadjIfieeasumg 
at a {public, dinner, a £ew qfrnj epi^ 
gmm were banded, abouJi,; the* wif 4]^ 
wbi^h did pot wholly c^nf^stjnia ffkup,; 
several youthfiildainse)/»h9d.been ooiPr 
plin^ented with, waoa^t^ry^fj^siffp^ f]cqm 
my mus^, an4 laatJiyJ^jhad fer43fui«d. 
the City ; Journal with a &vr .politiqid 
epistles cA the xuigbty trajOBs^ioa^ of 
the day; but now, alas ! alre^idy .foi^t- 
ton. AUho^these epistles .were auth^i^^ 

B 
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ticated by some high sonnding Grecian 
or Roman name, I gavd the inquirer 
^ significant hints that thejsprang^rom 
the brain of his huinble servant. Yet, 
in the struggle for distin<^on, my 
claims were still disallowedi even on 
that narmw stage; seldom <x>ttld I find 
an opening to deliver with efiect any- 
pithy or lucid observation of mine, 
owiiig to^the squire, doctor or parson 
engrossing^ the whole attention; and, 
at the few invitations of consequence 
I received, the lower end of the table 
was mostly my appointed station. I 
felt that, in the absence of wealth, a 
fer greater display of talent was indis- 
pensable for the attainment of that pre- 
eminence after which I longed. But, 
as I wandered from one subject to ano- 
ther, without in good earnest attempt- 
ing any work of importance, the ques- 
tion — whether I did possess the talent 
requisite — ^remained a long tkne- in 
doubt. At lengtli the accidental pe- 



17 



nisal of a newspaper paragraph helped 
me to sol ye the question-^to niy satis- 
faction at least. 



CHAP. tl. 



THE PLAY. 



IN the Spring of the year 1810, I 
pemfled the following paragraph in the 
Courier newspaper :— 

"Mr. Morton bas obtained fonr hundred 
and fifty ponndi, for the copy-right of his new 
Play» in addition to the three hnndred that 
he received from the Manager of CoveUt 
Garden." 

On the same day, lounging in a 
Bookseller's Shop, I noticed amongst 
other novelties, just imported, the iden- 
tical Play. I purchased and carried it 
home, and forthwith entered upon the 
penisa] ; ere I had concluded, my as- 
tonishment had reached its extreme. 
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" What ! £160 for this vile perfor- 
mance !^' cried I reproachfuUj, and 
exultinglj, ^^why it is not worth so 
many pence.--^urely / can produce 
a mnch supfoior sp^MWnwofthedra^ 
matic art/' 

How then did I glory in the Absurd- 
ity of the plot V with what delight did 
I dwdl on the defects of the incidents, 
characteiB, and style ! How triumph- 
antly I pointed out the pitiful shifts of 
the pjsdtry contrivance! No nature, 
scarcely any art,, a mere compoimd of 
tricks, grimaces, low jokes, andother 
bafibon^ry. 

. The subsequent perusal of other 
modem Comedies, gratified me with 
equal delight in the detection of simi* 
lar defects. With all the malevolence 
of a rival that blinded me to the me- 
rits of each performance, I could only 
perceive its defects. I tlH>ught Ihat 
thousands of pomids could hardly re- 
munerate me for my dramatic ai^ 



4ttm^v i^ tiwb ii#4E^8 desc^i^iAii be 

Tm»tk£7S6^-^ » ■* 

c - 'tSiimke^mi tbe^atioa''' cried I, '^a^d 
(gvetttar skaoie on' tfae MnM^rth to-tol^ 
*«mte ittitb mmuAted micteaTOurs atCo^ 
medy ! ^ill no man of geniM .^ti^ 
*inthi1» dii'dd mhiom the demion €ff 
atmngsm?; Thenm^ <pen sli^Lbeoome 
Jtittltuttibleinstrotnent that i»toresea« 
^lieriStoge ftom ks pieseat* state iofde»- 
gradation^ > Ym> through ni^ means, 
mlliikhe 'Gomic muse be onoe mere 
brought toiappear be£»re a discerning 
upplanding- British audience/' 

Fired with such suggestions, I reso^ 
luteLy set towork. Oiten in the month 
o£Septeniber, and stKX^eeding .ones, I 
oresorted to Mxxidj^ unlreqif^nted .pla^ 
€f!S^. L»Thene, undw ■* the canopy of ' an 
oak tmee, and;4withiiE the hearing of a 
waterfaUf^Lskettthad the- pkit^ discri^ 
miaated the: charaters,. .noting .down 
esmry ^lalkit<kus: thought or expressionf 
am), touMrdt cTmiag^ like tfae 
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ttidtl^^ b^i I ftumed Iiome, in order to' 
s^tii^'4h£[ more laisting form the va- 
liiillMM^jpiiroduce of my excogitations.— i- 
N^verttele^ it is an absolute fact, 
tfiat whil&nt, in my coiiception, i was 
m^ihg rapid strides towards distinc* 
tion and emolument; whilst, in one 
%i^OTd^ I was acquiring Immortaliitv, 
i^rtairi of my aequliintance, deceived 
' hy the exhibition of a few a^itional 
e!x:€ientricities, were confirmed in the 
opitii<^ they had long entertained, to 
wit,' that my bead was none of th4 
soundest ; and doubtless my nea.^ 
relatives would have i>oen looking out 
for a mad-house, as a previous step to^ 
wards a sequ^tration of property, on- 
ly! that 1 had none at my disposal. 

At length 1 produced, in my undu 
vuiged opinion, (for modesty checked 
its disclosure) that which far'trans^ 
oends ievery bther work of a similar na^ 
ture. Ori^nality of plot, dkilfui de^ 
lineatioti and consistency iDf character, 
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situation, without a pHtron to foster 
my productions, and perhaps bereft of 
the needful topurchase^r them a few 
salutary pufis. In this commercial and 
jobbing Island every article in dmnand 
is- sure to fetch a yalue : ha^ to create 
a demand for this or that particular ar- 
ticle the only difljculty. Is it likely, 
thMi, that those periodic^, distributors 
of fiune, that strive most charitaUy to 
ease the Natien of the trouble of judg- 
ing for itself, will, unpaid^ rate an Au- 
thor according to the intrinsic value 
of Ills works ? — <)h no. They have their 
list' of prices. A certain amount of 
cash can alone obtain a prc^portionate 
quantum of laudatory pamg^phs to* 
wards helping out the sale of an editi- 
on^ Therefore rest assiiredf that when^- 
ever a Writer is reduced to tbenfeoessi- 
ty of sounding' his own praises^ it is a 
clear proof of bis inability to bribe 
any of the criticismg gentry, so rich 
in phraseology, and so poor in imagi- 
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nation, to perform the task for Iiim. 

It msLj here be enquired, why I am 
so imprudent as to provoke, at the 
very onset, the wrath of << the Gentle- 
men connected with the press :*' since 
they, though unwilling to laud gratis, 
would perhaps have suffered me to 
proceed in my career, unmolested. 

I answer^ — ^their censure is much less 
to be dreaded than their silence ; as for 
their praise : — why, let those^ who fear 
that they have committed the sin of 
dulness or ignorance, pay for an ah* 
solution. 

But, <A wonderful ! what gigantic 
strides towards perfection the system 
of puffing hath made of late years, 
and how extensive its influence ! It 
pervades all ranks. The Metropolis 
can now boast of Advertisers whose un* 
blushing effrontery exceeds the crea- 
tive power of Sheridan; they prove that 
his Puff was but a Tyro in the trade. 
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variety of incidwts, adaptation o{ 
style, felicity of thought and diiDtion, 
sprightiiness of dialogue, smartuesEi of 
repartee, combined with the most pa^- 
thetic sentimentality, the whole spark- 
ling with all the wit — in my power to 
JjestQw. 

Such were tlie component parts o£ 
the production, yet truth compels me 
to acknowledge the melancholy £ict : 
whenever J happened to read out parts 
of the wonderful performance, the rap^ 
ture that should have electri&d the 
auditors was, to my vexation, only 
felt by the author ; and once, 1 well 
remember, to k question put to me, 
respecting the precise sum 1 expteted 
in exchange for this ch^f-d^ceuvre^ be* 
cause i coiifidently asserted that 1 
would not take less than one thousand 
pounds, a stare o£ astonishment was 
depicted on each stupid £ice, and all 
present) as if by general consent, with 
leering sutlers, walked out of the room 



tt 
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THE DRAMATIST IN EMBRVO. 

•i , ........ 1 \ ".^ «■•*•• - 



. •• -.- -f . ,. 



ERE'I jproceed t6 niarfate t&e events 
of my journey; from a small iity al- 
most bordering on the Principklity; to 
the Metropolis of the Eritis¥ Elihpire, 
it will naturally be expected that som<. 
account be given of my 1[>irth, parent 
age and education, according to th< 
usual practice towards thosie giiftei 
with warlike or intellectual endow- 
ments. And, trill jr; wheii my genius 
shall ' emerge from the aggregated 
clouds that have hitherto concealed its 
lustre ; when it shall extend its in6u« 
ence over the literary horizon ; when 
the world, amazed at a pro^gy 6f my 
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magnitude, shall wonder at the possi- 
bility of its having remained thus long 
unnoticed ; then every transaction of 
a life so important shall be recorded, 
no circumstance however trivial omit- 
ted; as every juvenile production, 
however childish, will readily find ad- 
mission in the magazines of the day. 
My biographer will, of course, inform 
his Readers of the particular spot and 
day that witnessed my birth ; the whole 
catalogue of my ancestry will pass in 
review before them : they will be told of 
the jRev. Gentleman under whose tui- 
tion I received the first rudiments of 
education ; of the College at either 
University that can boast of having ad- 
mitted me as a B. a M. or a D. of the 
arts or sciences taught, but not acquir- 
ed therein, without omitting the many 
marks of distinction subsequently ob* 
tained. — However, for the present, the 
world must be satisfied with the fol- 
lowing scanty information. 



note^and les» pfOjfit.i . ]^f{te^98^ea 
yieired me asj^H idje aort of a ||^lf|ci||« 
zy^ /ellow^. wboi, attaching . gneat : jin^ 
portaae^ to trifles^ megleeted tbii^ 0£ 

higher mw^trr^W^ bsitS^ mt 

tha^ iiiOD#}^9 ^and J«ss,i«9«ei than,^t^€^» 

Y«t 4 thought diajt« the) ruidiqatioii^ I 
gave^of j'^^-^sbfiiild ha^ir^^tided pe 
to more-eOjDsideratioa** Ihad^^reiaf^^ 
dktingjmM mym)£ hy ^^udl^ d0^ 
tionef^rifig squibs, .a ifoiig ov.two of 
ipifie (ffprdsaud :iaasic}hadjl^n.8i|i)g 
at a public, dion^r,.a few qf mjepi*- 
gr$ans wefe. handed, aboui^ . tha. wit 4Mf 
wbi^h did jotot wholly <>D|i^^st:ia a pun; 
seyefal youthfuldaiasejfsh^d.been qpiup 
plioieiited wttb aiAatgry «ffpsi9liis fr^foi 

my muse,:dn4 l^^Jji t:h^4 ^^^Hired, 
the City Jouroal with a few politick 
epistl^ on the mighty tiapssiptiQiiii of 
the day; but now, alas! alresidy.foi^t- 
ten. AUho^ these epistles < were auth^i^^ 

B 
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ticated by some hig^ soanding Grecian 
or Roman name, I gavel the toquirer 
^ significant hints that they sprang ^m 
the Vrain of his huktble serrwxt. Yet, 
in the struggle for distinc^ilon, my 
claims were still disallowed^ even on 
that narrow stage; seldom <x>tt]d I find 
an opening to deliver with efiect any 
pithy or lucid observation of mine, 
owing to^the squire, doctor or parson 
engrossii^ the whole attention*; and, 
at the few invitations of consequence 
I received, the lower end of the table 
was mostly my appointed station. I 
felt that, in the absence of wealth, a 
fer greater display of talent was indis- 
pensable for the attainment of that pre- 
eminence after which 1 longed. But, 
as I wandered from one subject to ano- 
ther, without in good earnest attempt* 
ing any work of importance, the ques- 
tion — whether I did possess the talent 
requisite — ^remained a long tkne in 
doubt. At leogtA the accidental pe- 
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rusal of a newspaper paragraph helped 
me to solve the question— to my satis- 
faction at least. 
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tkated by some high sonnding Grecian 
or Roman name, I gavel the inquirer 
^ significant hints that thej sprang from 
the Vrain of his hukibleservmit. Yet, 
in the struggle for distin<^:k>n, my 
claims were still disallowed^ even on 
that narrow stage; seldom <x>tt]d I find 
an opening to deliver with efiect any 
pithy or lucid observation of mine, 
owing to^the squire, doctor or parson 
engrossin^f the whole attention ; and, 
at the few invitations of consequence 
I received, the lower end of the table 
was mostly my appointed station. I 
felt that, in the absence of wealth, a 
far gi^aterdisplay of talent was indis- 
pensable for the attainment of that pre- 
eminence after which I longed. But, 
as I wandered from one subject to ano- 
ther, without in good earnest attempt- 
ing any w^ork of importance, the ques- 
tion — whether I did possess the talent 
requisite — ^remained a long tkne in 
doubt. At leogtA the accidental pe- 



19 

"What! ^750 for this vile perfor- 
mance V^ cried I reproachfully, and 
exultinglj, ^'whj it is not worth so 
many pence. — Surely / can produce 
a much 8up*«ior .(HM^ia^ofthedni. 
matio art/^ 

How then did I glory in the absurd- 
ity of the plot I with what delight did 
I dwdil on the defects of the incidents, 
characters, and style ! How triumph- 
antly I pointed out the pitiful shtfts of 
the paltry contrivance! No nature, 
scarcely any art^ a mere compound of 
tricks, grimaces, low jokes, andother 
.baffoonery. 

The subsequent perusal of other 
modem Comedies, gi^tified me with 
equal delight in the detection of simi- 
IsHT defects. With all the malevolence 
of a rival that blinded me to the me- 
rits of each performance, 1 could only 
perceive its defects. I thought that 
thousands of pounds could hardly re* 
munerate me for my dramatic al> 



CKAP. U. 



THE PLAY. 



IN the Spring of the year 1810,- I 
pentsed the following paragraph in the 
Courier newspaper :— 

'^Mr. Morton has obtained four hnndred 
and fifty pounds, for the copy-right of hia new 
Play, in addition to the three hnndred that 
he received from the Manager of Coye&t 
Garden." 

On the same day, lounging in a 
Bookseller's Shop, I noticed amongst 
other novelties, just imported, the iden- 
tical Play. I purchased and carried it 
home, and forthwith entered upon the 
perusa] ; ere I had concluded, my as- 
tonishment bad reached its extreme. 
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" What ! ^750 for this vile perfor- 
mance V^ cried I reproachfuUji and 
exultinglj, ^'whj it is not worth so 
many pence. — Surely / can prodace 
a much sup^vior ^fi^dimm of thedtar 
Biatic art/^ 

How then did I glory in the absurd- 
ity of the plot \ with what delight did 
I dwell ^on the defects of the incidents, 
characters, and style ! How triumph- 
antly I pointed out the pitiful shtfts of 
the paltry contrivance! No nature, 
scarcely any art^ a mere compound of 
tricks, grimaces, low jokes, and other 
.bafibouery. 

The subsequent perusal of other 
modern Comedies, gmtified me with 
equal delight in the detection of simi- 
lar defects. With all the malevolence 
of a rival that blinded me to the me- 
rits of each performance, I could only 
perceive its delects. I thought that 
thousands of pounds could hardly re- 
munerate me for my dramatic al> 
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variety of incidents, adaptation o( 
st jle, felicity of thought and dicti<m9 
spiightliness of dialogue, smartuesEi of 
repartee, combined with the most pa- 
thetic sentimentality, the whole spark- 
ling with ail the wit — ^in my power to 
JbestQw. 

Such were tlie component patts o£ 
the production, yet truth compels me 
to acknowledge the melaiicholy &ct: 
whenever I happened to read oat parts 
of the wonderful performance, the rap* 
ture that should have electrified the 
auditors was, to my vexation, only 
felt by the author; and once, I well 
remember, tp a question put to me, 
res{)ecting the precise sum 1 expteted 
in exchange for this ch^f-d^ceuvre^ be^ 
cause I confidently asserted that I 
would not take less than one thousand 
pounds, a iitare o£ astonishment was 
depicted on each stupid face, and all 
present, as if by general consent, with 
leering smiers, walked out of the room 
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in sucdes^ioD) leaving me by myself to 
despise them for the narrowness of 
4their coiK^eptions, and tp curse Hmn 
for the ui^gjordliness of their diifiofiitioDs* 
UoKciyer, .now an4 then^ 1 \sm gnicf 
tifi^ with a fewof a more generous tum^ 
who made no difficulty in declaring that 
one thousand pounds was by no means 
more than adequate remuneration for so 
masterly a performance, (to be sure some 
small deduction must be made from this 
liberal allowance, as it was not likely that 
they should be called upon to contribute) 
and they, moreover, often in my hearing, 
called it " a most capital thing/* Now, 
albeit a little quizzing might lurk at the 
bottom of these assertions, I was induced 
to aquiesce in this their expressed opini- 
on, and the more so, as it coincided with 
my own. As for the contrary declaration 
of other friends, when the merits of the 
performance are considered, both as to 
conception and execution, it must be ap- 
parent that their detraction can only be 
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ascribed to envious motives. I tfaerefore 
determined mi a jdwney to London, for 
the sole purpose of chaUaiging the crili- 
cal aeuBdeh of the Metropolitati Mansh 
gen/inteitding, of oome, to place the 
Manuscript in the hands of the highest 
Bidderi 
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CMAP. III. 



1 . 



THE AUTHOR'S DEPARTURE ; 



ONE fine, frosty morning', in die 
month of January, I was equipped for tiie 
expedition : my dress such as became a 
Pedestrian, of course nothing superflu- 
ous; even a great coat was discarded, al- 
though in die heart of winter, as exercise 
would keep me sufficiently warm. Widi 
the apparel I wore I only carried widime 
a change of linen. Eighteen pouncb odd 
money was the sum intaided to cover the 
expanses of the journey ; six of winch 
were deposited in my parse, the remain- 
ing twelve concealed in a sly corner of 
my tnmk, which had been consigned to 
London the over-nigh);^; the most valuaUe 
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article within was, of course, the precious 
Manuscript, written out in my best style 
of penmanship. My heart beat swelling, 
my spirits were buoyant, as &ncy indulg- 
ed in flie most cheering anticipations ; my 
motions were brisk, and the rapid strides 
I to6k up and down the room, gave a 
high opinion of my ambulatory powers 
to a couple of friends that were to break- 
fitti wjtii me, and to intnessitty depar- 
tiare. 

«^ And what is 135 miles, said I care- 
lessly, toa man that can walk ? A mere 
trifle. Unless you are hurried on by bu- 
dness, walking ii^ by fyr the most pleasant 
mode of traveling. How unpleasuiable 
yourfeidingBina sts^e-coach ; your legs 
cramp^; and your anfis pinioned to your 
sides ! In that irksome confinement and 
your mouth inhaling the bfe$^ of your , 
fdlow travdUers, you are at the mercy of 
a drunken driver, whose inscdenoe -isi 
equalled only by dieabjeibt manner with 
which he finally oomes, hut in hand, 
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with ^^Be pleased to ratMmber tbe Coadi- 
man, Sir/^* But a Pedestrian is uncxm* 
finjed in his moticHis, and uncontrouled 
in his actions. The exhilaration produc- 
ed by the walk ^ords present enjoyment 
and the achievement of each day ^s jour- 
ney is a fund of {Measurable retrospection 
for aftertimes. He^ . truly independent, 
can exclaim with Smollett, — 

Thy Spirit, Independence, let me share. 
Lord of the Lias's heart and Eagle's eye : 
Thy steps 111 follow with my bosom bare. 
Nor heed the storm that howls along the sky. 

After partaking of a hearty meal, I took 
an affectionate leave of my two friends 
and boldly committed my pemn to the 
adventures of the journey. 

I walked on at a brisk pace ; but, left 
now to my own reflections, they could 
no longer uphold me to that pitch of he- 
roism 1 had ascended in the presence of 

' *Iii fairness to the Gentlemen of the long 
wiiip it musty howeveri be admitted that the 
present race of Coachmen in improvement has 
kept pace with the improvement of the Roads. 
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spectatora: my ^pmte gradindly isubsi- 
ded, and doubt and fear, as tb the result 
of ttiis expedition, were feet gaining on 
me. Alas! we are, at least /am, the mere 
cceatxxre of circumstance. Place me at 
the* head of an army, you make a hero 
of me: reduced into the ranks, I am 
sunk into a coward. 

In vain I strove to recall the bright 
images Ambition had so often conjured 
up ; my perverse mmd txmld only revert 
to the friends I had left, and to the com- 
forts of a private station. In this dispo; 
sition I reached the hill that overlooked" 
the City. With a heavy heart I turned 
round to take a last view of the place, 
which habit had long endeared to me, 
the theatre of the variety of sensations I 
had felt for the last fifteen years. t 
mournfully viewed its spires, from which 
the passing gale seemed to intimate the 
necessity of an e^erna/ separation; Iireso- 
lution succeeded determination. I should 
have traced back my steps, had not 
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shame hastened to the relief of ambiti^^ 
on. The struggle was violent but short. 
After heaving a deep sigh, in a fit of 
desperation I turned fmrn the tempting 
object, hurried down the opposite side 
of -the hill, and with increased pace pur- 
sued my journey. 

But now clouds darkened Ihe horizon 
and invaded the sky; the wind arose, 
and a storm of sleet and hail began to 
fall : it compelled me to shelter under a 
tree, a prey to reflections far from cheer- 
ing. In that comfortless state, I spied 
the approach of an old-fashioned, one 
horse vehicle : a single person sat within, 
of whom, in the act of passing me,^ 1 re- 
quested the indulgence of a seat beside 
him. The Stranger eyed the Petitioner, 
stopped his horse, looked up, nnoved his 
lips, yet no sound reached me ; and then, 
without uttering a syllable, made room 
for me. I took the hint and was, in 
the twinkling of an ej e, snugly seated 
under cover, and on we j'olted. After 

C2 
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a short time, I begnn to cast looks of 
enquiry on my taciturn Driver. The 
whole outward man was remarikable. 
He appeared above fifty years old, 
rather tall than otherwise, extremely 
lean, of a long, sallow visage, yet of 
a meek countenance ; his manner was 
grave, he.seemed a prey to corroding 
thought, and the plainness of his garb 
harmonized with the seriousness of his 
deportment. 

I attempted several times to engage 
liim in conversation ; he either was 
deaf, or his aversion to talkativeness 
M as not to be overcome ; yet his lips 
were often in motion, so at times 
1 he ntuscles of his face, and a deep 
sigh would now and then escape him. 
To tell the truth, I began at last to 
pay him the compliroent my friends 
had often paid me ; I strongly sus- 
pected him of insanity, and dreading 
the consequences to myself, narrowly 
w atched the direction of the horse, de- 
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tennined to avert an j imminent peril, 
by trusting to mj agility and leaping 
in time out of the vehicle. 

However I was soon relieved from 
that state of anxiety, the Carriage 
turned out of the road into a short 
avenue that led to a gented looking 
house, a person hastened to open the 
intervening gate, and it drove up to 
the steps. My companion, without 
noticing in the least his fellow tra- 
veller, alighted and 6^rce]y attending 
to the enquiries of his family, that 
were by this time crowding round 
him, hurried into his dwelling. On 
my leaving the carriage, I was noticed 
by a young Lady, who remembered 
me as having attended, in a profess- 
ional capacity, the school in which she 
had been educated. Her Mother, in 
consequence* ]>olitely invited me to 
step in and take some refreshment. 
Although the storm had abated, so 
desirous was I to unravel the mysteri* 
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ous conduct of the Stranger^ that I 
willinglj complied, attended the ladj, 
and was shewn into an apartment. 

■ 

Yet, strange to tell ! they soon all left 
me, without any of the promised re- 
freshment being proauced. 

Soon after, I heard the whole family, 
as I supposed) ascend a flight of stairs. ' 
Then the voice of a man in a nasal, 
tremulous tone reached my ear, but 
owing to the distance, the sounds 
were too indistinct for me to under- 
let and their import. 

I had full leisure to survey the con- 
tents of the room, uninterrupted. The 
furniture appeared costly but rather 
old-fashioned, more massive than tasty. 
The garden, in front of the window, 
originally well laid out, was now in 
a H retched state of neglect. In short 
the whole premises wore the appear- 
ance of premature decay, that seemed 
to mourn the departure of better 
times, About the apartment lay sun- 
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dry volumes; the titles of those I 
opened were so ridiculously quaint, 
that I noted them down in my pocket 
book, and would insert them here, 
were I less apprehensive of turning 
Religion into ridicule. 



chap; it. 



THE HYPOCHONDRUC. 



FOR the better understanding of 
the events that are to follow, a suc- 
cinct account of the Owner of this 
dwelling is here prefixed. 

Mr. Selwjn (the agnomen I chuse 
to give him) inherited from his ances- 
tors a moderate estate, free from in- 
cumbrances. He, like them, engaged 
in agricultural pursuits, which rather 
increased than diminished his means, 
and was, what is termed, a gentleman 
farmer. He married a young woman 
of the same rank in life and nearly 
equal fortune. Two daughters and 
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one Son, all still alive, blessed their 
linion. The l^dj proved a kind, affec- 
tionate wife, his children were healthy 
and dutiful. No creditor ever re- 
turned unpaid, lio friend had involved 
him in his own ruin; np legal proceed- 
ings had brought vexations on the ow- 
ner by reducing the rental of his es- 
tate ; neither the canker of avarice nor 
that of ambition had corroded his 
heart : he, amongst the fortunate few, 
had at his disposal the three golden 
requisites, — Health, Peace, and Com- 
petence — ^yet Mr. Selwyn, notwith- 
standing all, was a most miserahle 
Mortal t 

Well may it be here enquired, what 
foe to man had marred so fair a pros- 
pect,— what infernal drug could, thus 
poison the chalice of human felicity ? 
Shall 1 tel lit you? It was— -Religiox ! 
Nay, Reader, start not — frown not on 
me in anger ; for it is the truth. Yes, 

it was Religion* Religion, the ever 
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read^ friend. of the unfortunate, tha 
Curb of the oppressor, the Strength 
of the weak, the Solace of the wise, 
the Basis of a moral principle, the 
permanenf: Soiirce of telicity, in short, 
the best Gift that Giod made to man . 
— ^It was Religion, at least such Be- 
ligion as he chose to adopts that cloud- 
ed all his prospects and^ barred every 
avenue to enjoyment. 

About eight years before the pre- 
sent period, Mi;. Selwyn received the 
Tisit of an acquaintance he had not seen 
for a number of years, and a close in- 
timacy succeeded. This Gentleman had 
become a Convert to Meihadtsm ; his 
property tempted the Saints to work 
upon him, his saturnine, disposition 
enabled them to accomplish .their wishes; 
lie imbibed all the enthusiasm of the tribe 
without much of its fanaticispi ; had tra^^. 
veiled into remote regions to piake pro- 
selytes, and returned. hoqie with fervour 
unalxited. Ere his death,, his friend 



caught the religioos iBfluenza in as ^Te^ 
a degree, tfaoogh it did not rage in out** 
ward exertions ; but more dangerously 
preyed on h^ mind in the splitiide q£ 
mental contemplation. The infection had 
also reached his ^omly. The evangeli- 
cal Preacher that succeeded of the name 
CfiUBB, increased this poor man^s mi- 
sery, 

Zedekiah Ghufob wa& in every re- 
spect a vulgar, narrow-minded fellow^ 
without any merit but that of a Stento- 
rian voice, a retentive Memory in retail- 
ing passages from the Scriptures, and 
a brazen impudence that no sense of 
shame could subdue. Good requisites 
these, it must be owned, for the further- 
ance of his trade. Notliing can exhibit 
in a stronger light the infatuation by 
which every mental faculty was spel- 
bound, than that Mr. Selwyn, a man 
not natundly of an imbecile mind, wlio 
had received a liberal education, should 
have selected such an ignorant rogue as 
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spectators: my qskits gradindly (Subsi- 
ded, and doubt and fear, as to tlie result 
of this expedition, were fest gaining on 
me. Alas ! we are, at least /am, the mere 
cceatxxre of circumstance. Place me at 
thehead of an army, you make a hero 
of me: reduced into the ranks, I am 
sunk into a coward. 

In vain I strove to recall the bright 
images Ambition had so often conjured 
up ; my perverse mind txmld only revert 
to the friends I had left, and to the com- 
forts of a private station. In this dispo-^ 
sition I reached the hill that overlooked 
the City. With a heavy heart I turned 
round to take a last view of the place, 
which habit had long endeared to me, 
the theatre of the variety of sensations I 
had felt for the last fifteen years. I 
mournfully viewed its spires, from which 
the passing gale seemed to intimate the 
necessity of an etorna/sepaiatiom Irreso^ 
lution succeeded determinatiOH. I should 
have traced back my steps, had not 



29 

shame hastened to the relief of ambiti^ 
on. The struggle was violent but short. 
After heaving a deep sigh, in a fit of 
desperation I turned fi*om the tempting 
object, hurried down the opposite side 
of -tlie hill, and with increased pace pur- 
sued my journey. 

But now clouds darkened !he horizon 
and invaded the sky ; the wind arose, 
and a storm of sleet and hail began to 
fall : it compelled me to shelter under a 
tree, a prey to reflections fer from cheer- 
ing. In that comfortless state, t spied 
the approach of an old-fashioned, one 
horse vehicle : a single person sat within, 
of whom, in the act of passing me,^ 1 re- 
quested the indulgence of a seat beside 
him. The Stranger eyed the Petitioner, 
stopped his hoi'se, looked up, mtoved his 
lips, yet no sound reached me ; and then, 

4 

without uttering a syllable, made room 
for me. I took the hint and was, in 
the twinkUng of an ej e, snugly seated 
under cover, and on we jolted. After 

C2 
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noble Goose that had previously under- 
gone dissection ; the various parts lyings 
in due order on the dish. It seemed in 
excellent condition, cooked secundum 
artem and, as I presumed, done to a T. 
They placed me next to Mrs. Sel- 
wyn, close to the dear Sird, the frar 
grant fumes of which, ascending in 
wavy curls, regaled my nose. Yet a 
very tediouis ceremony was to be gone 
through, ere we were p^onitted to in- 
dulge in the savoury taste^ Mr. S« 
took upon himself, the act of saying 
graoe. No longer had I any cause to 
complain of his taciturnity. Long and 
unniercifully did he keep me inactive, 
standing, and with head downcast, as- 
suming a reverential attitude; yet my 
rebel eyes, though expected to remain , 
unroviugfromtheground, could not re- 
sist slyly glancing now and then^ in the 
fervour of sensuality, on the dish that 
contained tb^ centre of attraction. I 
thought the Geutleman would never 
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have doiie,^at last he brought his as- 
piratipns' to a conclusion. We then 
aH^^t down, and the barinonious jin« 
gle of knifes and forks, by reviving 
my ^irits^ gave a keener edge to my 
appetite 

" 4no>v me!y Sir, to help you to this ' 
breast^'? isaid[' my k^nd hostess, as 
though she flad guejssed'the favourite 
part of thi^ iriy KCVt^rite bird. 

And iiotv, Dimes and Gentlemen, 
should you ever invitiS me to partake 
of a goose, you will be at no loss to as- 
certain the part that would be most' 
agreable to tny taste. 

*' Will you allow me, Sir, to help you 
to this breast?**i—'l politely assehtfed, 
rubbing my hairdo in pleasing antici- ' 
patiou. . The i^ervant held* the plate 
ready for its- reception, the delicious' 
morsel was lifted from the dish**-a few - 
moments more, the trafnisfer would have 
been complete, when — . • 

Oil, that F should live io verify^in 
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this instance, the truth of the rhyming 
proverb: 

'Tween the cup and the lip there's many a slip. 

When- 
Had Mr. Selwyn curtailed his grace 
saying but one quarter of a minute^ 
the breast of the goose would Iiave 
been mine, past recall ! But^ alas ! the 
fates bad decreed it otherwise. ^ — 
Whfjn— 
. Just at that particular jjuncture — . 
The door opens abruptly, a grotes- ; 
cjue Personage enters sans ceremoni^ 
et en Maitre, exclaiming joc;osely : 

. '^ Oh, oh ! 1 have cai^t ye at it, 
have I. — Stay but a momenta Vll h^ 
amongst ye presently. — How fortun- 
ate ! Just in the nick of time ! ! And 
a Goose too ! Praised be the Lord for 
all his mercies ! ! ^^ 

" Mr. Chubb» I declare ! " cried the 
daughters. 

, **Dear Mr. Chabb, How glad I am 
to see you. " cried the Mother, and — 
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The Breast was replaced on the dtah // 
" Let us return thanks for this Tisi- 
talion/* said Mr. Selwyn. And they 
all rose to welcome Mr. Chubb. 

As for me, displeased at the disorder 
and delay this intrusion had occasioned, 
I kept my seat in a sullen mood, ofteii 
casting looks of hostility on the Rever- 
end Gentleman, who, having removed 
the bandage that kept bis beaver on its 
poll, shewed great alertness in disen-^ 
cumbering himself fh>nl an imnienc^ 
rug of a great coat, and in relesusing 
lifs neck from the folds of a many co- 
loured kerchief; having also uncased 
his nether paits out of the well splash- 
ed Overalls that had protected them, 
• he exhibited a coarse pair of new boots 
with staring tops, kept from wrinkling 
by means of yellow tape fastened on 
his green corduroy breeches. The 
upper part of his dress, however, being 
black, had a more clerical appearance. 
Such the garb in which Mr. Chubb 
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was arrayed) and his person, I assure 
jou, was no disparagement. Short 
and thick his stature, his head, of a 
monstrous size and almost globular, 
wore a covering of coarse, black, 
glossy, stiff hair ; which, though cut 
close to the nape,, made some amends 
by projecting so far in front, as to. 
join issue with his bushy eye*brows. 
beneath a prominent, broad fore^ 
head, indicating a skull of uncomnion 
thickness, rolle4. 9 poir of grey, gog- 
ling, impudent eyes, a true index these 
of low cunning : his snubby nose ap« 
peared still, more compro^sed by the 
abrupt swelling of well flushed cheeks; 
his moiath, intersecting the lower part 
of his face, almost from ear to ear, ex- 
hibited, through ^eshy lips of a blueish 
hue, two rows of grinders, the astonish- 
ing prowess of which, I had but too 
soon cause to rue ; and the projections 
of a double-chin were buried in a 
thick neck, so short as hardly to 
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mark the separation of the head from 
the chest. 

When this Spiritual Director, the 
oracle, the darling of the family, had 
cleared for action, he took his station 
next to Mr, Selwyn, opposite me; 
and, for increase of misfortune, I had 
to undergo the penance of another 
thanksgiving from the aspirations of 
this Sanctified Personage. 

At length, behold us once mor^ 
seated round the table, rand the Goose, 
which, at the beginning of tl)^ inter- 
ruption, had been put to the fire, again 
placed on the cloth; alas! not towards 
Mrs. Selwyn; but before her husbs^nd, 
just within reach of the Reverend 
Gentleman, who, most unceremonious? 
\j sticking his fork into the breast^ 
conveyed it to his plate, and saying, 
— this will just suit, me for the pre- 
sent — began slicing in longitudinal 
cuts the delicate morsel, whilst our 
host was deluging it with well seasoned 



46 

gravy, to this a wing was subsequent- 
ly added. 

My disappointment and vexation 
were extreme ! Tliat such a dainty, 
intended to invigorate the bodily pow» 
ers of a Poet, should be devoted to 
feed the carcass of a methodistical par- 
son, was a provocation beyond endur- 
ahce. Even the sympathising glances 
of the young Ladies did not mollify my 
resentment. I looked at the fellow as 
though t could .have killed him : he, 
unheeding, went on masticating, swal- 
lowing and moistening with his wonted 
voraciousness. 

The remaining wing which I expect- 
ed to receive as some compaisat ion, was 
by Mr. Selwyn's orders, placed before 
tlie fire, and a ]eg with a side-bone put 
before me. ITie other side-bone our 
Entertainer took to himself, then 
sent the dihh, stripped of its choice 
parts, to the up|)er end of the table. 
To eke out their dinner, the Ladies 
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h^d recourge to a round of beef, much 
reduced by the repeated attacks it had 

sustained at foitner meals. 

> 

"Well, Sir, how did i/ou then fare?" 
*-^ost unpleasantlj-, I assure jou, 
Madam, and the worse in reality for 
having fared so sumptuously in fancy ^ 
What meat adhered to the side-bone 
was soon dispatched ; but the 1^ was 
rather tough and much underdone. 

^^I am afraid, Sir, said the Lady, 
seeing me kx)king piteously at this 
leg, I am afraid the bird is not done 
to your taste/' . . , 

"Why, Madam, I replied with assum- 
ed gayety, this leg is cooked not; quite 
as I should wish, but, with your leave, 
I will soon cure it of that defect: it 
is in a most excellent state for a Devil, 

Scarcely had the unhallowed word 
escaped my lips, when a stare and 
shuddering pervaded the company. 

Mr. Selwyn's lips quivered witli 
additional velocity, and the Ladies 
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looked at me with an astonishment 
not unmixed with dread. As for my 
man — he suddenly gave his grinders 
a temporary relaxation; his knife, 
grasped in one fist, and his fork in 
the' other, were stuck bolt upright on 
the table: his broad, chubby, vulgar 
face, staring at me in stupid wonder 
with cheeks distended with half masti- 
cated meat, whilst his pursy lips pro- 
jected much beyond their usual Ihnits. 

Having at length found utterance, 
he thus vented his displeasure. 

" y^y pretty ! very pretty, indeed \ 
to use words, such as these, in a Chris^ 
tian^s house,*' bowing to Mr. Selwyn. 

"Strange!" retorted I, as! proceeded 
in the operation of deviling, " strange 
that you Gentlemen of the Tabernacle, 
"who make so free with his satanic ma- 
jesty in your Conventicles, feel so scan- 
dalized by the bare mention of his 
name at other places. Are you for en- 
grossing bim entirely to yourselves ? 



49 

As it is, you Saints manage to turn him 
to the best account/^ 

Mr i Chubb, ibreseeing that he would 
have the worst end of thest^flT in an en* 
gagement of this nature, betook hint- 
self- to his usual resource of calling up-* 
on the Lord for mercy ; and, m uttering ' 
something about my sitting in ^^the-^ 
Scomer*s chair,^* began devouring the 
other plate of goose liiat had been kept ^ 
warm, and which was now placed be- 
fore him. 1 much grudged the fellow 
his enjoyment, and longed to have an- 
other rap at him,-^He soon furnished ' 
me with ah opportunity. 

When he had cleared - this second 
plateful of its contents, the round of 
beef attracted his notice. With^ his 
greasy knife he out for himself a good- ' 
ly-*^but now tainted slice, and' thus - 
began a third coursCj which I* how- * 
ever, contrived to check. 

Taking up the carving* knife and '* 
paring pff the contaminated parts, I - 
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laid them on his plate, saying : 

** These also belong to you ; as you 
hara left your mark upon them.^' 

Chubb was in the act of swallowing- 
a piece of an uncommon size, when the 
unwelcome words caught his ear : the 
morsel stuck in its descent, the blood 
gushed into his face, more impelled by 
rage than sbaihe; and his eyes were 
distendei^ a^ if.to start from their 
sockets. I^Jnce thought that he was 
undergoing strangulation. At last, by 
one violent efibrt, he succeeded in 
gulping down the obstruction, then, 
looking as big as he could, proudly 
enquired, whether I meant to insult 
him. 

*^ It is not an insult, but rather a la- 
ypur conferred, the giving yoU some 
notion of common decency, of which, 
as yet, you appear totally ignorant ? '^ 

The determined coolness of my man- 
ner dashed him, he looked about for 
encouragement. But Mr. Selwyn was 
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taken up with his meditations, his La- 
dy could gire him no assistance, as 
she thought the rebuke not undeserv- 
ing; ai$ fmr the daughters, by their 
looks they seemed to side with me. 

Chubb, theii in high displeasure, 
thrusted his plate from before him, 
complaining that he could eat no more, 
as his appetite was gone. But not so 
his resentment, for most wrathful glan- 
ces scowled on me from his eyes, I ve- 
rily believe that, had it been in his 
power, he would have gladly consigned 
me to the clutches of that black Gen- 
tleman, whose irreverend name I had 
thus incautiously mentioned, merely 
to express a culinary operation. 

Shortly after, the cloth was remov- 
ed, and thus ended this extraordinary 
dinner, which, like most other human 
enjoyments, concluded with much less 
zest than it began. 
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THjE^ vcKPAL <:<mcmv. • 



THE Ladi^9 i^ow sat dp|¥i| to tliejir 
work, and th^ ipei| drew towaidp tl^p^ 
fire, Mr. Selwyjn in h^^usiml corner,^ 

Chubb smoking his pipe, at tbe q^er 
Side, and the, Dramatist in front. It : 
was impossible not to be struck witl|. 
the contrast which these, geiUlemen ojf 
the same relig;ious p^rsuas|on^ exhi):^t- 
ed in their persons s^gestuje^*. . 

The one, by meIai)cho)T. and moiv 
tiiScation almost reduced to, skin and 
bone, sat erect and almcMst ,niption)[c;f5s,, 
both hands resting on the jurms of his 
chair, with ejes mostly in an horiason- 
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tak dneetion ; yet^ atr times, ttarned 
upwmds in tlie*iSr^For of mental dbyo^ 
tion, tills wosT stili furtHer evinced' by 
theimotion of Ups, as one in tlie act of 
delrrering- an inaudible orison.— ^His 
pale, miM penitential countenance, Hisr 
unassmning^ mann^is, ^cited'a Bigti 
decree of interest, inspiiihg^ more pity 
for his condition^ than anger at the 
mistaken notions that bad redijicedliim 
to such a state.-^The other, in the ro- 
tundily^ of ^ short dimensions, sat deep 
in his seat, his< left leg^ consequential- 
ly thrown across the oppoi^te thigh, 
upon^ liie knee of which rested' his dex- 
ter, holding a pipe, and with cheeks 
inflated he was pufling away might 
and nndh; The clouds of smoke he 
ejected with so much apparent pride 
were no bad embtems of his ftncied' 
importance. Hypocricy, canning, ma- 
lico— <dl tfi^ low passions— could be 
descried lurking in the futures of his 

impudenf&ce. With respect to myself, 
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partly out of good intent, partly out 
of revenge £br the short commons the 
itinerant preacher had brought on me, 
I was divising ways and means, how to 
contrive an attempt to recover some of 
the family from the deplorable infiitu- 
ation, that deprived them of the plea^ 
sures of existence. 

To the silence that then prevailed in 
the parlour, succeeded sounds, to me 
sjtrange and unaccountable, in notes, 
swelling or sinking without due grada- 
tion. They were mostly shrill, harsh, 
and discordant ; indeed, the predomi- 
nating tone was not unlike the yell of 
Fish women crying oysters; but of a 
more nasal twang, and in one uninter- 
rupted strain. 1 looked round me for 
an explanation. The Ladies had put 
on a religious, sanctified look. Mr. 
Selwyn was aroused from his cogita- 
tions in evident satisfaction. As for the 
Rev. Zedekiah Chubb, he sprang' up, 
exultation in his voice and mien. 
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*tHark! Do you hear them, Mr. 
Selwy n ? The work of salvation is go- 
ing on. — Behold the blessed fruits of 
wy ministry ! Grace be with us for 
ever, through the Lord, I say, forever 
and ever. ^* — 

He then gave out an Ametij as loud 
and as drawling as ever issued from 
the chest of the mostmechanical Pa* 
rish-Clerk, on either side the Tweed. 
Amen, fervfently sighed Mr. Selwyitp 
Amen, responded the Ladies; and> 
they all proceeded, to the spot, wbencse* 
arose this most tenmusical concert. 

Through the kitchen we reached the 
laundry, thence the wash-house, there* 
amongst tubs, suds, buckets, steams 
of boiling water and dripping clothes, 
1 beheld half a dozen women with : 
hair loose and caps awry, necks, and 
faces shrivelled and. of a dark brown . 
hue. Each nose v^as plentifully be- 
smeared .with snufF; and, what with 
the hardness qf their features, the 

d5 
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raj^ednett of ffaeir attire, and the 
hornd ydk £rom thor ifaroata, tbej 
could weH pass muster far «o many 
haga. This aample «f the &ir sex 
had been indulging themielTes in lil> 
eral potations of gin : the bottle and 
^bttsesurers still in isighl;; besides, ihe 
afaoBiaabkefflttria emitted with their 
hicatht la£k no doubt; as to liie &ct 
Tkssepotaliionsbegata correyondimg 
dose 4if Tefigiims isrroun which, iu 
cmnplimeirt Id their worth jTt spidtual 
diiBctoE^ ncks evinced in theaf<mB8aid 
Teiy < y yf K y nisfei musical manwen 

At 4Murappvoadii their zealous bawl* 
iBsss ancnasedft these vrtfeiflflanedialely 
seeonded bj Mr. Sriuyn^s Ireraalous 
▼oioeaad the tmhle accents of mother 
and daughters, Lacked by the house 
and dmry^naid, in conjunction with 
some cottagers, who, at the first inti« 
mation, had also humed to bear a 
part in this religious concert. 
But, how pitiful all such attempts 
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to tU^ boi«f<^t<Miti sotih^s *t)iaT'h6w 

iteveKicid4tth<:ii<a>b! TKis sanctifi- 
ed Peitotii^, '(iJCi Tfe^taig^ 1 so^posie,) 
todk \m Kti(ti<to jloet JBrotatiiig me, and 
fiadttg hisltfr^ '«y<»1n tullest esqtah- 
aMitm tUStfe, itttifeoi^ii^tiiBeslteh- 
^t%:fii;#s, took Ci|ktb6^V6%iiaijrach a 
lAjibt!^)<fo, titrtik 'miuA l&e enecidoh 
fifwamil&tSt^ mi8llti€t6 Iieai^ solibr. 
titAelk'iAttifpkifiif. T^Olkof tiAlhShkh 
ytA mA Irkih htfwl indeed ! ibef #bald 
b^-W^ 't^'bro* to tbis Inferoid con^ 
<jm. It 'ahidiiksd ttte lioUse^nasti^ 
AUM liM Itfleiubo^ shilnkbeV, aikd Iti 
hxmleA tit iti^Mi. ^ 

^ttcbttmd^ %h^ io'nlil Bovelyeeh 
well taken for die roarings oj^ l^be 
dttiined, ^t^&eM^uAtA WHU&ak^- 
ribg^tothe DBftV. they mode towever 
^t)kie plftte iltt«ei)Slbl&by iidtg. I b^stoiect 
into l^e gaM^v deboifi^ wiUiib liij- 
s6l!^, Whilthteirlslkbardliikifeihy dej^iire 
•MithOtti ^itt thilhkiiig Mr. and ll^rs. 
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Selwyn for their civilities. On ap- 
proaching the house, the hymn had ceas- 
ed, and Chubb was holding forth to 
his congregation, I contrived to obtain 
a fill! view of the Preacher, outside 
the door. His manner and delivery 
M ere of a piece, equally coarse, pre- 
posterous, and despicable. Whatever 
is reverend, awful or sacred in the 
Christian Religion was either familiar- 
ly mentioned, fanatically introduced, 

or disgustingly dwelt upon. But no 

. . • ■» ■ ' ' ■ - ■ 

more n^ed I say on this topic, as the 
Reader may witness similar specimens 
at many of those meeting-houses^ which 
to the shame of the national sense, are 
erected in every direction over this 
Island. 

One thing how ever afforded me some 
entertainment.. Our Sermonist intro- 
duced towards the conclusion of his 
rant, some doggerel stanzas, which, 
however wretched, I still deemed him 
unable to have composed. They con- 
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Misted of damnatory denunciations 
against Sinners of all complexions. I 
well remember how unwittingly the 
Reverend Gentleman passed condemna- 
tion on himself) in the following rery 
elegant quatrain — 

The Glutton 9 who, at many a treat, 
On dainties * feeds with keen desire. 
Nothing in hell. shall have, to eat. 
But rocks of brimstone all on fiie. 

When the sermon had concluded, I 
expected to have an opportunity of ma- 
king my parting bow, but th^r imme- 
diately struck up a Cantique, harmoni- 
ous as the preoeeding one. This effec. 
tually put a stop to. my politeness, andf 
hurrying from the house, I pursued my 
journey. 

What further need be said of the fii- 
mily, a few words will suffice, . 

At the expiration of about three years, 
death kindly released Mr. Selwyn from 
his still increasing misery. He died in 

* The breast of a goose to wit. 



a Mad-hoiQae^ a victim to retigioiis hypo-- 
chondriasm, and in the most dreadful 
vavings, oonceiTing himself the detest* 
ed object of God^s reprobation in this 
world, and to undergo, in the next^ the 
everlasting iotmeatn of Hell. 

So shocking a death could not £ul 
of making a profound impression on the 
family. Their belief in methodistical 
tenets was mnch shaken, Mr. Chubb 
becoming of course a less and less weU 
oome victor, and the following detecti- 
on put an end for ever to the intimacy. 

This dis^p^isator of spiritual grace, 
seeing bis influence on the wane, one 
evening tarried in the parlour after the 
family had gone to rest, with the intent, 
as he all^ped, to consult the tamily 
bible on some nice point of doctrinal 
subtilty. Tlie team was to go early 
next morning lor a load of coal ; young 
Selwyn, recollecting diat the waggonar 
was not furnished witii the neoessary 
money, arose and sofUy w^t down t^ 
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diftetbn tirfaoift t)i« Vdite of daish Md at- 

thusfed tb Mmsi^ abamd^, in l\tei 

9^ bf gittSpi^ a ilafl^l of bills, iii- 
teiidiiig, ho doabt, to i^^iy Ha^ id 
^pititiiiil })ttffdsto. Befoi^8elW)rhbdtild 
recov^ fh)lli his ainiakeittdit, tljufib, 
bftitihibg bjr, lOok td tilS h^ki, iibd, 
thdligh putlsued IniEbediat^ly, iv^ fiever 
heard tf aiiy iuof^ in diOsg pAtls. The 
lo«» (rf'eash Wag well IvtHdd by th^ tofn- 
plete cnfe it effected. Hie feliiily ev<et 
aftefwaftls, attended di¥ite service ^iih 
the parish coftgl'^ation, fhfloti #hich 
th^ had so long i^geded, i^ecalliiig to 
midd these ttvoi lides o^Pop^r^ 

" Fdf modes of &iti!i tei grieefen ieafots fight. 
His (ten't iMi Hffoftg irtoM life 11 tit tli« rigbi." 

M I jduf«fey«cf on, ihe sim ivaa tast 
setting in a clear sky, forett^ning a isUr 
add ftdStf dey fof tlbg iffiofroiw, and 
sooii afCi^ the riUMA luiiidi the starry 
hmtelA, iiuNiWing ba^tt effulgence o'er 
the lafictecd^. Mf hattt, in iti$ tiirn, 
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expanded with religious fervour. 

^^Good God, cried 1, is it possible 
for thinking; feeling man, who beholds 
this beautiful, boundless frame, this 
sublime ordinance of the Universe, to 
mistake the right mode of worshiping 
Thee ? By what pervertion can^he thus 
stupif J his conceptions, deaden his feel- 
ings, and blind his sight. Almighty 
Father of us all ! However degra- 
ding be the opinions which my fellow 
beings may form of Thee, through ir- 
religion or superstition, still will I as- 
cend to Thee through the means of that 
intellect thou hast given me, fervently 
acknowledging thy Power and thy 
Goodness, as I behold thy Glories, and 
enjoy the manifold blessings of the 
life thou hast vouchsafed me in this, 
Thy Creation ! 

In a state of mind, thus religious, I 
came to Wilton bridge, thrown over 
the river Wye. The Reader, if he be 
no Angler, will smile in pity when I 
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assure hjlm, that I took an afTectionate 
leave of that beautiful stream, in whose 
waters I had given many proofs of my 
piscatory skill. Then ascending the 
opposite emirieuce, I entered the town 
of Iloss* 



tnjkp. Tit. 



ROSS.— THE TAP ROOM. 



'* HAVE the goodness, sir, to direct 
me to the * Man of Ross, '^ said I, ad- 
dressing myself to a jolly portly-look- 
ing idler, whose pimpled fisice, as the 
light from a shop shone upon it, made 
it manifest that its owner was- fully 
competent to solve the question. 

Now, though there be several Inns 
of superior pretensions in the town, it 
cannot be entertained, that a sedulous 
worshiper of the tuneful Nine should 
not prefer to these, the one that bears 
the effigy of him, whose active benevo* 
lence has been recorded in the death* 
less verses of Pope. 



The toper assuied me with a ^mAte 
that no one was more able than himself 
to affoid aie ttot infomoatioii. 

'^ How^ cried I «8igerlyy my thoughts 
rambling from the sign to the proto- 
type, are you really in possessiOA of any 
facts respecting Mn Kyrle, which the 
public is still unacquainted witk'^ 

^^ I do not know what yon mean by 
this Mr. Kyrla, raplied my informant, 
the Landlord's name of ^< the Man of 
Ross'' is not Kyrie but Griffiths ; and 
as worthy a man as ever broke breads 
He keeps an excellent tap to my cer- 
tain knowledge, and thwe ig always 
good accommodation for man and 
horse." - 

With this recommendation I pro«- 
ceeded to the Inn, with the intent of 
making it my head quarten £>r the 
night. My fiist call was £or snf^r 
which I enjoyed like a true pedestrian ; 
besides, I had also to make up £f^r the 
short conunons Mr^.Ckttbb'g irwacity 
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had reduced me to. at dinner time.^ — 
Having eaten quantum sufficit^ my 
feet cased in dingy yellow slippers, I 
repaired for company to the .tap-room, 
in which several tradesmen of the place 
were now assembled. On my entrance, 
a short silence prevailed ; a distant re- 
serve succeeded the freedom of inter- 
course. However, as a stranger, I was 
complimented with al seat in the cor- 
ner. To do aWay this reserve, of which 
1 deemed my intrusion the cause, I 
determined' on starting some topic in- 
teresting to all ; and, turning to mine 
Host, asked him (as I conceived my- 
self in his house at the fountain-head 
of information) whether he could fur- 
nish me with any new anecdotes res- 
pecting the Man of Ross } 

Griffiths made me* twice repeat 
the question, then taking the pipe 
from his mouth, gravely told me that 
it was ten yeariS ago and upwards since 
he entered upon the' premises with its 
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fixtures, that he also took to the fur* 
niture, tap and stock of liquors, at 
a fair valuation : but, as to t^ matter 
of thai there, he never knew nothing 
about it, as it was no coocem of his 
having t^eard no n^uner of.tfilk of that 
sort in'^A^^ here parts, r ^ 

'' Well, landlord,"' said , I .g^ly* 
^^ since it appears that I, am somewhat 
mpre knowipig than jou, with tl^e qom-. 
panj^s lefive, ,1 will impart tp yoiji the; 
whole extent of mj information.^/ 

Taking or niistakin^ sundry nods^as 
so many tokens of assent, I straight- 
ways entered into a pompous enume- 
ration of Mr. Kyrle's charitable deeds,\ 
concluding with Pope's well known 
lines, which I delivered with all pos^ir. 
ble emphasis. 

I was heard throughout in perfect; 
silence, the company cpQippsedly 
smoking their pipes all the, t^me : the 
clouds of smoke in which I was involv- 
ed, I was fain to consider (having no 
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better ^evidelic^ tis so mati;^ tcdcens cff 
pteise. 

•' My serrifce to tou, isiP' i^id tlie 
Latidlord^lddngQp'liispotetion: thh 
wtt a'eignal lor the Te&rt of the ootnlnWij 
tb^eoliDpllmctot me in the ttte matibi^. 
I, in return, poKtety ^rank all th'dr 
htelfhs. 'A'fihcnrt pMseiett^ited, Vttnity 
indtocitiginelobeli^te that it'wtei^{>i^t 
m49^nt tfMidw at the pntt&WttB teitfn- 
ing and ^lobntioii I haid £6ptay«d f tft 
their entektainmeBrt and inMMiction«. 

Hdwtel was tiglit liill^lBCP!^ Iqt 
tiM^^nefy |>iit4o«ilie host 

«« W<^ Mflfiter GrtflMis^ trfaen do 5^^ 
uit»d '#0 ^»// your P«j^ ? ^ 

Urn yna touching the riglit cord 
with a tengeiince ! Tbeirc!|>ly to the in- 
terrogatory being made, a very anii^- 
ted debate Mcceeded, respecting the 
breed, »ze, and "VFdgfat of thte animal ; 
th^ Ibllowed discussiona on its various 
titUts, each ivarmly contending ibr his 
own fiivourite morsel. It was plain that 
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the carcass of a Itog was to them a torpic 
%f conveFsaMiofi mudi more interesting 
tfian any Mogrefphical sketches of the 
Man ef ftoes^ ^or indeed, than ^vtiatev<^ 
pertaineth to any celebrated character. 
i sat 4iiv(dling in my cli«ir, lookhig 
Trkihcottteitiq^'on these aotil4e8s fai|>eds, 
Mifhom, inthewisfeleiioeofpridd^ I'Mft. 
s]d0^d«i nearly nksn m mental q«di* 
fickkns 40 their ^Tooiite qaadraped. 
Ashamed ^tbe cmnpuiy and wn^ no 
^id of the derfajiate, I kudly rang tke Ml, 
and, wiii a high «ir 0f importeamt 
ordered— a pan of eoab. At the isum- 
moBs <of the chamber maid, I arose, 
and haughtily strode out of (he mom. 
It was some time before returning reason 
could persuade me that these men, com- 
pelled by education, habit, and their 
yarious professioos, to attend solely to 
objects of the^^rst necessity and of 
daily occurrence, could not easily bend 
theur minds to objects of mere curiosity, 
in which they perceived neither ph». 
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sure nor profit, and that, hadmyedu* 
cation and circumstances been simi- 
lar to theirs, I should have most likely 
cut no better figure in literary discussi- 
ons. 

This remark reconciled me to them, 
and so much the more readily, as vani- 
ty taking another direction, now highly 
complimented me on the candour and 
liberality I thus evinced towards the 
lower ranks. In a disposition thus 
soothing, 1 Jaid myself down and soon 
sank into a complete oblivion of all 
past transactions. 

Thus. ended the first day of my 
expedition. 



t 
i' 



cnAP« VIII* 



H 



THE SOLDIER. 



AT five next morning I was up, 
read J to start : my bill had been paid 
over-night ; there being* nothing to de- 
tain me, I soon gained the main road. 
It proved intensely cold and the glim- 
mering of the stars the only light. I 
kept myself warm by walking at a 
brisk pace, determined to recover the 
ground I lost yesterday. Gloucester 
was the resting place, I had fixed upon 
to breakfast Jn, a distance of sixteen 
miles. The ground was hard and 
rough, owing to the frost immediately 
succeeding the rain; yet the motive 
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that had prompted me to this^ expe^ 
dition so completely engrossed my 
thoughts^ that I pushed on for several 
. miles, hardly oonscioqs^oCratenial ob- 
jects. 

Whilst deyising thus within myself 
the means Uk^y to^prcmiote the suc- 
cess of my dramatic plant Iwas arous- 
ed from my cogitations by the loud and 
rough Yoice of a Pedestrian, growling 
and cmsing at almost eymey other step. 
Qmy>ming uptohim, Iponceiyed that: 
be bud walked himself lame.-^He wore 
a.discolonned suit of regim^itals and', 
carried a. heayy knapsack on> his badk. 

^* Comxade, said I, slackenii^ my 
p^ce to. his, sorry am I to see you Aus 
lam^. This beavy luggage with the 
roughness of the ground can but in- 
creapse, youn lameness^'' 

*^ Confound the roads and the<»un- 
try tpo'v' cried he, ^' for these forty milea 
I haw not fiusQUt ground fit for a<man to 
pitch bis foot upon. At this rate I 
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sh^^l] bfi.Wpm.tQ. the s^iwips^ a/are t gej 
to, my jpuffiey's end/' 

Now, although the mien and^ mMIr 
Mrs of thls,m|^l.weI:e,1^ep^^ 
ignqiBpt niigarity was d^Bisted.Qi|.bisK 
Qoimt9P,aiip% y^t,, m. a dramntic. wrir, 
tpr,, enmloiis of ex^Uing in. h»i art, 
should let np gni^e pf men-pas^ tinnp-* 
tiecd, I qpught to dreiv him. into, cqnr 
yersatipn. From hijgf. dls^lli^^, l&^ 
then^ ths^t he had.fpught. ahro^dJll. 
several eng^ment^ ai>il^ h»d. g<WlP 
through a vai^etj^ o£hardeihip9 ,; . yet, sq 
vague were his notions, I could obt^yin 
no preqis(p apppupt oC^e cQunjtiie^ he 
bad yi^ite4«,np.r pft^e bsitllesJn^whiabi 
he ha4 shaMdj^yet the fellpw, CQu}d«tpll 
the name of thosgi places^, lYhen^n he 
had enjoyed^ gppd qjaact$r^>.qr^sujfrer^d 
additional priv^tiQq^., L then .question* 
ed him asto,the,i||ptiye:Qf.h»*JQUHiey. 
He h^d Mt yyeffpopj.cight dl^^.b^ore 
an4,had tr,u4e^.oq a]L tjiis> way to- 
wards the, gj^ce of hi9-ns(#i^yi, from 
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which he had departed six years ago, 
and which was now only three miles 
distant. 

Now my romantic fancy took a sen- 

, * . 

timental flight. In the language of 
Sterne, I envied this man his feelings / 

" Ah, my good friend ! cried .1, ^hat 
a happy being you must think your- 
self at the present hour ; indeed the 
' lameness you complain of can but be 
unfelt, owing to the gay anticipations 
and delightful sensations, that crowd 
into 'your mind and gladden your 
heart V 

ITiat I was well understood is more 
than I dare affirm : However the hearer 
said nothing in reply ; taking it there- 
fore for granted that silence implies . 
consent, I proceeded in the same strain, 
indeed one pitch hig-her. 

" How interesting- must be eve^y ob- 
ject you now behold ! These hills, these 
dales, these trees, this rill, these cots, 
all claim their ^hare in your remem* 



be sufeeteded bf dl^Mte dtUl flioit» «t)^ 
^hMiriagf mA m o* io Mdcesskirfv, till 
f^i Tcadh the pfliiM <ii y^» tiafivity, 
tbe ttieatrd of yowf it^ntine joya, of 
your youthful feats, and of yo«r finst 

thre WM istt^^kift in all emi^imae^ 
btit the #t dtrll b^g prcfdotmnaiit, I 
fiAioeed^d: 

^^ Bui alt tkem scfnsartiom, the fiMist 
deligfalftfl iSt^cmi gktMen the hdn^tl 
frame) wttl rliiadr th^ir a^ine, tvhett^ as 
yoitf veneratd^, 8»l9(idttil pslrenfii fold 
you ia th^ir aittis, you be^ thei siffbc- 
tkmat^ gYatt^tkmi^ of brothers, $Mei*s, 
reiatiT^ Mid frieiidfi» ^rdtl^itig round 
yott; audchi^^fly, when^ 6 ftiost unvi- 
able mortal, you are peMritted to take 
tbe Mpttmous fci§d of w^leo^e oh the 
bps of the bluishing, lovefy, faithful 
maideii of your heait'i^ ohoiee ! ^^ 

Now, I thought I had touehed a chord 
that would vibr^t^ through all the 
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fibres of his being; yet his liardened, 
surly aspect betrayed not the least 
emotion. I fancied the fellow imper- 
vious to all sensation ; yet, Mon after, 
be gave indubitable proof of acute 
feeling. 

'^ Oh ! ^^ he cried out in pain, stop- 
ping short, as the tender part of h» 
foot bore the whole weight of his 
frame upon some hard, frozen subs- 
tance. " Oh I — ^There again ! — ^B— t 
my eyes ! I shall be laid up for a 

month at least. D n seize me for 

a fool ! — ^I wish the Devil had me a 
thousand miles off, instead of striking 
my hoofs against these cursed stones. 
Would to God the fellow who pitched 
them h^e, had 'em all in bis guts, and 
be d — d to him '^ 

. Having in some degree lessened (he 
acuteness of pain by thus venting his 
i-age, -he looked around him with a 
disconsolate aspect, then, after heaving 
a deep and loud aspiration, gathered 
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in a fresh stock of patieAce, shoved 
his knapsack a little higher on his 
back, tfaeti leaning on his staff, and 
carefully placing the blistered foot on 
the groutid, he contrived to hobble on, 
pickinig his way in sullen knd growling 
displ^easure- 

I nbw viewed this man in the most 
contemptible l^ht, unwilling to trace 
any line of demarkation betw6eii him 
and a brute ; whom, as the recollection 
of former periods and scenes seemed 
quite obliterated, 1 judged incapable 
of remembrance. In this respebt, how- 
ever, he soon proved I was again mis- 
taken. 

The turning of the road exposed to 
view a small public house. The man 
of war beheld it with evident satisfac* 
tion. 

" Oh, oh ! my pretty fellow, have I 
found you at last? Many a good 
drinking bout I have had here. Come, 
sir, let^s in and have a cheerful dram^ 

£3 
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Buii„kjM» tiiwB,.I if^.vwai;^ of 
b^ CQp)]^iB]^ .9111}!. di^^^iingi 1^ w^ 

gaining the house with ahnskflK-paAe 

thaa his lapiej^ifess, I tbiEHpiBhti wo«ld 

allaw^lpioi. 

, Fw 49nfie . tii|[ie I iM^kOg^ i«.<Wrr 

00: Mijf fii|^ feolipgiisi tjbiivqs ^ewi|>g 
hour incorrigible my d|«|H9^tif(^ A 
few hpucs scsu^ely hdd diq^Nsed sia^ 
the conTersation in the tap room ^ 
IfioB^ yet^jeundifl 1 relapse into the 
$fime intiolenijat, ungeserp^s i^Qt To 
p^iove hpw mofdi iiK^r^ ev^ thic^^^^ 
was deserving of pity than of contemptf 
a jsbprt s^ory of< his life will, an^e. 
Left in a,ba0!n by fiMie fors^^en dnqfi^ 
«pU he was br^d up.l\y t}ie jtufish, aftoh 
ward^ articled to . a lilaickfrnitl;, who|i|e 



brutalit;^, «l1Miledc^^ % itie ititeribr^ 
ence of friends, Vriu»d»lif*efiinc6d by 
tile kicflb MmA* iMlSkls^ iniicted oh bis 
iia^k^id JBLppimtkie^ The kd mi. kbitf 

bMdetiiid'm 4ii 4l»de^ aad. w>w omnn 

9fiWi tilv fet «iii' Hit «liei«i||&kiii;MtaM 
Ad fiMfkmem: fliipfM^ jaoiuwlf %radi 

sttttif^: dtii iiifliliir :lu«lUtt|M, we ymi» 
sure that yo«Miotinus!imiaM bemiife 
liberal or jniur ftdihgajBopei^^Mfl. 

Btt) bete UMthiiiiu, i heam a . .oHIic 
my: 

'Sfa|B» story? i» dtttitiite of prdMaiU^! 
tj. is it liMy ti»t n; ftUotir, tl^l8l 
T«ttd of Mifined "fyf^&sgj showAA-taanAi 
on foot scopes of qiiles^ mcmly te^iskx 
tlia plao^of ht8birl^iiiirbioh>faB?had> 
oniykiioiini hard usage, aadiio whichr 
neither rafetf^ses hm i^iends OMid b« 
etipected to raceive him I 

Trse. But tiKWinafl iras yat ^ siut 

£5 
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ficient ihotire for the jcwrnej. 

Aye» and what is it? 
. yfhyi sir, the same motive that pro- 
pels the Bond*street lounger to pnde 
himself in the eat of his clothes ; the 
hoMter in: the speed of hia steed; the 
ball-room beBe in the disphiy f»f her; 
finer J ; the same motiire that prompts 
me to publish these pages, And that 
instigates yon, mj good ol^ector, to 
exuk in the thought of having pui^: 
zled me by your criticism* 

. Yet, still, am I in the dark. 

There is a feditig within us that, 
with the properties of quidudlver, in- 
sinuates itself into all our thoughts, 
tinges all our actions and, Proteus-like, 
assumes every variety of shape. Van- 
ity was the impelling power that led 
our 'soldier thus far from head quar- 
ters, for the sake of displaying his war- 
like dress and spruce gait before the 
lads and lasses of his parish, who could 
only remember him in the most de* 
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graded situation. 

Still mj Critic growls out a dissent, 
thvLH : 

The motive is inadequate to the 
deed . Such a character would be con- 
tent to dkpkiy his finerj before the' 
lads and lasses of Liyerpool without 
requiring^ a wider mnge. 

Then, sir, you compel me to divulge 
the real truth. — The man was prompt- 
ed b)r a much more powerful incen*^ 
tive than vanity. 

Love, perhaps ! The little God Cu- 
pid ! a pretty subject this, truly, to be 
shot through and through by his God- 
ship's shafts. 

Fho ! hia Godship has be^n loAig dis* 

carded from life : he now only revels 
in plays and novels.— No, sir, it was. 
the love of a— JOB !-r-that short 
monosyllable, yet pregnant witb 
meaning, matdikss in any other^ 
language^ whether ancient or mo- 
dern;, and to the credit o£ ^is na- 



tion, equally efficaoioiis with the 
Courtier^ tfae PMrmt, tlpue AvuAmj tfa« 
Artist, the Tradesman, the MedmittCf 
the Farmser and ^e Lttidi0i?d» as well 
aft the tjiM(9 J^WMd Fro&mens^- 
19 bkb the mtnt ef bid ambulitwj 
ertiow wi0t be afKtribedU IShmmn^oi 
Mars naturally expected by a ilwptiy 
uf 4oUar$» by his refimmtal finery and 
Qoldierrlibe defMimaat^ (^ indiMe n 
number ai h«s former rsffged v<iiieiii-> 
tance to imitate his eMmp)e» in also 
beceBMOg Qmtiemen Sol^ersi,. The 
usual ^mcm % be> e£ eoume^ wouU 
podket es Us 4»Hi kp^fiik weH ewned 
perquisite, and thus oomplete the Jeei* 
-^^vm^ Sir, ee a native of England, 
you must he salisfied with the pn^irie* 
ty of bis oonduet. 

Why, aye, it is nosr rationally no- 
eonnted fi»r: therefore i pray yew, 
pnacced in yonv jonmsji 

So i intend; but see, we ate enteiu 
iflg the ancient and leyal city of Glo* 
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deste^r Be it my first care to look for 
a promisiiig Inn, in which I may find 
a comfortable fire-side and enjoj ^ 
hearty morning inci^l» W^l earned by 
this morning^s exertions. 
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which he had departed six years ago, 
and which was now only three miles 
distant. 

Now my romantic fancy took a sen- 
timental flight. In the language of 

• • * » ■ * 

Sterne, I envied this man his feelings ! 
** Ah, my good friend ! cried .1, what 
a happy being you must think your- 
self at the present hour ; indeed the 
* lameness you complain of can but be 
unfelt, owing to the gay anticipations 
and delightfVil sensations, that crowd 
into your mind and gladden your 

heart !^' 

,' •« . .«. 

ITiat I was well understood is more 
than I dare aflirni : However the hearer 
said nothing in reply ; taking it there- 
fore for granted that silence implies . 
consent, I proceeded in the same strain, 
indeed one pitch hig-her. 

" How interesting must be every ob- 
ject you now behold ! These hills, these 
dales, these trees, this rill, these cots, 
all claim their ^hare in your remem- 
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hamKf&j &m^rti» ytm #^Il pfOceeA^ will 
be giwe^eded bf crlr^Mb gtill ittoft; ^ti- 
•dMritig, atkA M o* Ja Mdcesfiffoif, fill 
5^11 TMisb tte pdMd 4)1 jrottr nativity, 
tbe theeitrd of youf iftfeutitie joys, of 
your youthful feats, and of yotft #iist 

Ikre WW isu^i^iA ill all emi^imf^e^ 
but the ^ still b^g pr^omn^m, I 

yc^oceedeid: 

^^ Bui alt tdiesd sefnsatiORi^, the ftto^t 
delightfftfl iSt^cmi gkddeft the hrMTsM 
frame^ wil^l ruach their ^m^, ivhen, as 
yotff venemhie^ miaddud parents fold 
yott 11^ ttMr antis, you heia^ the nSkc^ 
lionftt^ gYflitulatioiii^ of brothers^, sifters, 
relatires and frieudfii ^roM'ditig round 
yott ; atid chiefly, trben^ ftiost envi- 
able morlal, you are peM^tted to take 
the faptrnmug ki§d ^f weleofiie cfn the 
fips of the bliaidhiiig, lovefy, faithful 
maiden of your heart's dboiee ! '^ 

Now^ 1 1ho«ight I had touched a chord 

that would vibrate through all the 

s 
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fibres of his being; yet his liardened, 
surly aspect betrayed not the least 
emojtion. I fancied the fellow imper- 
vious to all sensation ; yet, soon after, 
be ^gave indubitable proof . of acuta 
feeling. 

'^ Oh ! ^^ he cried out in pain, stop- 
ping short, as the tender part of his 
foot bore the whole weight of his 
frame upon some hard, frozen subs- 
tance. " Oh I — There again !— -B — t 
my eyes ! I shall be laid up for a 

month at least. D n seize me for 

a fool ! — I wish the Devil had me a 
thousand miles off, instead of striking 
my hoofs against these cursed stones. 
Would to God the fellow who pitched 
them h^e, had Vm all in bis guts, and 
be d— d to him'* . . 

. Having in some degree lessened the 
acuteness of pain by thus venting his 
rage, he looked around him with a 
discohsplate aspect, then, after heaving 
a deep and loud aspiration, gathered 
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in a fresh stock of patience, shoved 
his knapsack a little higher on his 
back, then leaning on his staff, and 
carefully placing the blitsrtered foot on 
the groutid, he c<Hitrived to hobble on, 
picking his way in sullen knd growling 
displMsure; 

I nbw viewed this man in the most 
contemptible light, unwilling to trace 
any line of demarkation betw^h him 
and a brute ; whom, as the recollection 
of former periods and scenes seemed 
quite obliterated, I judged incapable 
of remembrance. In this respect, how- 
ever, he soon proved I was again mis- 
taken. 

The turning of the road exposed to 
view a small public house. The man 
of war beheld it with evident satisfac* 
tion. 

" Oh, oh ! my pretty fellow, have I 
found you at last? Many a good 
drinking bout I have had here. Come, 
sir, let^s in and have a cheerful dram^ 
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fibrei of his being; yet his liardened, 
surly aspect betrayed not the least 
emojtion. I fancied the fellow imper- 
vious to all sensation ; yet, soon after, 
be. gave indubitable proof. of acute 
feeling. 

'^Oh !^^ he cried out in pain, stop- 
ping short, as the tender part of his 
foot bore the whole weight of his 
frame upon some hard, frozen subs- 
tance. " Oh l — There again ! — ^B — ^t 
my eyes ! I shall be laid up foir a 

month at least. D n seize me for 

a fool ! — I wish the Devil had me a 
thousand miles off, instead of striking 
my hoofs against these cursed stones. 
Would to God the fellow who pitched 
them h^e, had Vm all in his guts, and 
be d— d to him'* 

. Having in some degree lessened (he 
acuteness of pain by thus venting his 
rage, he looked around him with a 
disconsolate aspect, then, after heaving 
a deep and loud aspiration, gathered 
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in a fresh stock of patience, shoved 
his knapsack a little higher on his 
back, then leaning on his staff, and 
carefully placing the blistered foot on 
the groutid, he contrived to hobble on, 
picking his vray in sullen Imd growling 
displeasure: 

I tHow viewed this man in the most 
contemptible light, unwilling to trace 
any line of demarkation hetwieh him 
and a brute ; whom, as-the recollection 
of former periods and scenes seemed 
quite obliterated, I judged incapable 
of remembrance. In this respect, how- 
ever, he soon proved I was again mis- 
taken. 

The turning of the road exposed to 
view a small public house. The man 
of war beheld it with evident satis&c« 
tion. 

" Oh, oh ! my pretty fellow, have I 
found you at last? Many a good 
drinking bout I have had here. Come, 
sir, let^s in and have a cheerful dram^ 

£3 
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j^ftt to l^wi^ the eoySri^ti' tlhMd W^-n 
;^OiiHK^ iv this rm ^iqpiMW^* '^ 

Buti.bjj^s tiiM,.I yfrn^ym^ of 

^juss QQpip^W^, ^nii, ^ig^ik^g Urn ifir 

gaining the house with ahli^dk^pafl^ 
th^u his la^ie^Hess, Ithtf^ght^ wo^ld 
allow^ i^ilD. 

. Fqr ^Qine;t|i|ip % iw^Mg^ W.ccjh: 
t^T{[^tii{»K re4^Q»^ o» t}i» sokjie*;, 
V»rt cc^iqiUpen^ ¥gfi»J^ of course, 
oa: niy fii^ fe&lipg^ th,M|5 s|iewi)W 
hour incprrigible my dlspp^^ipi^ A 
few hpucs scarcelj bad elapsed s^ce 
the conversation in the tap room at 
Uos^ yet agiEun. di4 ^ relapse into the 
;Mune inloleninti ungcaeiow sj^^U To 
p^*ove how mofdb mQf^ even thia ^^mft) 
was deserving of pity than of contempti 
a shpvt s^y of his life will, an^ce. 
Left in a,ham by ^qme^ {pir$^kfiik dm^. 
Mft\y he was b^ed ufp.hff t)i^ j^sh, aftfiiK 
nardfi articled to aijiila^lqa^jt]^, whofiie 
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brutalit)^, «ili€iiedk^- hy ibe int€irferM 
ence of friends, WHS ^dull^^ 0911006^ by 
^He Mdki and' MiftlMi miietisd pb 6is 
be^lcj^d ap^lieiM^e. ISie ittd nt Ite6 
ma awiiy-, enMitei; itaai led^otfa&^Mrss: 
kai^l^iiiii^iii ^i 4i»d^ amt nw omu 
0NterdL « Mflilil^b^ siidier. > 

9f0tn «iiv i^t «»' UK «li6i«7faillC^teM 
ad h^HMiem: mppo^ jfmM^f hr^ 
and INNM^ n^ nndjii^ simH^ idbv&ielm^ 
8te&(^^ ani iinilw tMiMiqM, «^e )aw 
sure that yo4H^tmtiMUE9»f|lNi be«riMfe: 
liberal or j^ur fteKhgsiSBoia^i^^Kd. 

Sat^ hetem«thiDiu, I 1k» a^i^ic 

«y: .;-^ 

Ifbtii' storpr 18 dtttitttlB of praMitHi^'. 
tf. fa 16 iiMy tiwi «. feUotir, tJiasi 
vmd of teiined fa^iii^, s^ovid-teiral: 
OH fool scores of qitles^ mmij te^rinfe 
tha plao«iof bi8Mrdi,iQwfaioh>ia^had> 
onlyknowa hard usage* and.^to which/ 
neither wk^hes nor ^eiids ocMid bti 
eccpected to teceive him ^ 

Trae. But tl^nB^nsasifiwyat^ rail 

£5 



CHAP. IX. 



GLOUCESTER. 



THE WOULD-BE GENTLEMAN. 



ERE I sit down to breakfest, let me 
point out to the young Pedestrian, the 
advantages derivable from early rising 
and expedition, i already exceeded, this 
morning, by three miles the lengtii of 
ground I walked over in the whole 
course of yesterday. Therefore, my 
friend, let no accident in yonr power 
to controul prevent you hereafter from 
reaching, in the evening, the place of 
Impose you have fixed upon in the 
morning. Steel your hearts against the 
attractions of the fire side, the love of 
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the bottle and the blandishmetits of a 
social part J. Whenever, bj indolence, 
you should be induced to jidd to 
temptation, fi^ow my example and 
collect ail the enei^es of your soul, 
ascend to the highest pitch of heroism* 
fancy yourself a modem Ceesar, theoi 
grasping* your crab stick, exclaim after 
him: Nil actum reputansj si quid ^H^ 
peresset agendum^ and boldly .pmniiiie 
your journey. . 

Hating concluded my meal, in 
which I shewed nkyself a match even 
for the Rev« Mr. Chubb, I was lolUng 
in my chair before a good fire and po- 
ring over the newspaper, when th^ 
door is opened, and in steps a spruce, 
middle aged m^m, of portly size and 
florid aspect. 

. The dress he wore was remarkable 
fyr precision and neat ness ; t he very high 
polish oi his boots did not surpass the 
lufltee of their tops, not a speck visible 
on his well . brushed dothes, a frill, 
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plated^ wtdi tiiA- otmsflt can, atscl kept 
ifom porting^ IrpajeiiselledgoUeii pin, 
decanted Us ImpmbI. High ^^iened 
nmt ciftUar that tanemd above Uwiiovnfi 
cnmit« The fviaeorlied done his beel^ 
to reflate UiMnritttigmeRt. of ike Iwad- 
tfawe, and a«iHiiiar subordiinilion hed 
beea exeraieed cwcr tihe ftnr of hie 
^losBy bean^er. The importence of liiis 
penmaige wee amdibi»hf the ^crtakm^ 
noise of his boots, the jfnction of lits 
witch, tmnkets, the jii^e af ieme mo- 
ney, atthafingeeed k iaJns pocket% 
amd Urn pampoas deMmo^ of his iraiae. 
ItYnH'dttcenubfe by tiie cKCtneas of' 
hm mieas tbelmde of his gai*, aad 
theair thataeooanpanied thaifriralify of 
hta reuMrkfi. There vas a phicidity'. on 
his fiice that denoted insipidity. No 
deep thought erer ruffled kb<faranK,'his 
eja mrrer flashed atkh Tfitaaas ia^gi- 
iMtioii nor beanaed vMi betaevUtait 
'kelmf^j he appeared* ana eff £koae an* 
fw^ricatl, t!^0rjp dagr geittlelaan. 
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MAoTMi of romiiam and atiqucfttet' 
vAom equable di^Nifiitions, as U^ey 
iMver lead themto an j? thing absvrd or 
eccentric, bad or good, aMfin or noMey 
^Mite neiilier applause nor surpriBe, 
haired nor kxre, laughter nor adniira^ 
tion«-^The pres^it i^iecinien I viewed 
aa a paltry, pitifiil, paagmatieal^ pui%e 
prottd personage, pert and prim. 

After a slight acknoii^adgnient as 
be tmeredt .and taking a €bw. tums^ in 
the room, he stopts short, pulls oat 
his watob, reticrns itiato the fob, then 
stefis to die wittdofr, pbcing ^his hands 
behind, as. he iwes the panes; bttmaing 
some iodbtinct tana, then, tooth<kpi<flB 
in hand, tnvaiag tomuds me, opeas 
his mouth and says: 

"A fine day, Sir r 

'^Bttt 'itjis rerf eald.'^ stepping up 
to the fire. 

^^ Yes ; but exercise hee|i»one war^.^' 
. HelGKrifioi mri£: be had wme |uropo- 



sal to make, bot w» at & loss for teraw 
suitable to the dignity of te purpoft. 
In that dilemma, he rang the betl,-^ 
a waiter appmred i 

'^Break&st with a couple of ^gss 
boiled in the shell, not exceeding t^'o 
nunutes and a balf.^Then to me,) 
*^you come from Cheltenham I pre-^ 
sume. Sir?" 

**No, from Ross.'' 

. ^4 suppose you intend traveHing fur- 
ther to day," 

**My next stage is Frog Mill/^ 

The very place I am going to. I hare 
a TMit to pi^ to a veiy particular friend 
of mine, vihose estate is in the neigh* 
bourhood. But perhaps you haye here 
your horse } 

"No, sir." 

'^ Sir, I b^ your pardcm for the mis- 
take-^you doubtless travd in your car* 
riage/* 

«< StiU less." 

^^Then, sir, it is sonieHrhJit lockyr that 
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we are botb in the same predicament. 
AH the stages are gone, and it is awk^ 
ward to travel by opesetf.*' 

'' Well, sir, in that case, I shall be 
happy in your company, I'll wait your 
leisure.'^ 

"Sir^ you are exceeding polite: the 
pleasure will be all on my side* But, 
to lose no tune, I'll order the post cAay 
immediately : it will be ready by the 
time L Imve done breakfast.^' ^ 

"- Nay, sir, there is ho need of a post 
chaise, we have each of us a good pair 
of legs/* 

''Sir,! criedhe, wi&astareofaslon- 

ishnlent.'' 

'' Why it is a mere trifle ; a distance 
of twelve miles only. A brisk walk 
of three hours will be quite sufficient.'* 

'' How came you possibly to suppose 
that / should travel that length of 
ground on /oot.*^ 

'^Why not? nothing more feasible 
for a person m health : it is less by four 



miles tlmn tfiiati-faarealrea^doiiitliHS 
moriikig/' 

"Very like, TWy Hke^' 

'^ Ami tills fine Irosij dcy ifiiTibed' us 
to theundertajeiii^.^^ 

^^ Surely^ sir, you do not take ne for 

" Siry I took you for a ratkmal ere»> 
ture, desiroms of makiog^ use of his 
iimbs in tbe promotii^of beab^haod 
pleasure: I cannot conceive lioMr any 
persoti) aUe to carry himself can feel 

pleasure in bdng'Cag^ and joMediiljoitf 
as though he were so much Inmfoer.^^ 

^^ L»i][|>6r ! Indeed? sir, i must need 
say that your notions are very— ralber 
panikeiaif .^ 

^^ Come, sir, say it »B a match . Vihttk 
the task is dome, I shall expect yoor 
thanks for having taii^t you a pre- 
ferable mode of tnavei&ig,^^ 

*^A11 this may bd true. JBM, sir, 
such notioM are good only for those 
who c^ii^ afffbid to pay fi»r a carriage. 
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iTbey db not suit m#, i aswre yMk^*^ 

Here the waiter bMugift in his tM 
equipjige, tkeit enquiriMl wlietfter he 
sbotddorder out the po«fe«lMi8a. 

^ Wlijr, no^ aot jusfe fer die fvessnt. 
It is all a mistake. The geatlBBiaa, I 
find, is no— Beg pardon, sir, I did not 
mean by, any means to— 4o— to— ^^ 

'* No apology^ my good sir, said I 
rising, the lapsus does not require any. 
For, as as our conceptions in these 
matters are quite different, it follows 
that if your notions alone constitute the 
gentleman, I can have no pretentions 
to gentility. — ^What is to pay for this 
breakfast, waiter?'^ 

** Two shillings, sir/^ 

'^ Here is the money, aujd one shil- 
ling for you, you rogue/' 

So saying, I threw down three shil- 
lings : ostentation, not generosity, 
doublii^ here the waiter^s fee, desirous 
as I was of shewing to the coach-tra- 
yeller, that my mode of travelling was 
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a matter of choice and not enforced 
on me by the lack of cash. Then 
bonding oiefValierly to the Gentleman^ I 
left the house and so^n after the cit j 
of Glouoester, taking the high road 
to London. 



CWIA9. TL. 



THE DANCING MASTER. 



Combien prenes ?ous par mois ? Qnatre 
doable pistoles, repondit le maitre i danaer. 
— QuatrQ double pistoles! m'^criai-je : c'est 
beaucotip, — Comment, beauconp? repliqna-t-il 
d'un air ^tonn^ ; vous donneriez bied une pis- 
tole par mois k un mattre de philosophie. 

GIL BLAS. 



I may venture to aflnrm that no 
Tourist, myself excepted, would haTe« 
suffered a city of the importance of 
Gloucester to pass unnoticed. What 
copious materials mi^t be gathered 
therefrom ! Enough to fill sixty pages 
of close letter-press at the least, with 
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very little expence of thought or expres- 
sion ; and yet, within that space, how 
many characters the Compiler could 
assume ! 

Let us specify some of them. — 
After a suitable prefatory address, 
my XoutistJMginft lliebAdI w aTo- 
pographer, it were lucky, should we 
miss the Geologist. The scite and en- 
yiMa» being* d«ily desonbed) b#tli6n 
aemiKies the Hfstorissi. HuTing nattd^ 
ted the rarioos transactions, religibus, ' 
civU aud pojitic^l ijq which. I^^e City bjSIS 
been ijff?fo\y^y^ jtbei P^WP9« «>V «p- 
peamM a Biographer, giving dcetches 
of its worthies. The Architect follows 

* 

next ; and here we are treated with dis- 
sMtations on the romaMi^ ^otbicflt sax- 
oiy styieu 'i^be AndqmariaB suteosds^ 
wliQseti;les tbs daft otf eacbhsary * pile^ 
-nPnesto 9aad. fa^one^-^HOur Compiler 
turns Painter,. Gnneisemv Miaenrikok 
gffil, <(€• Yefc oCall this mass ofinAif. 
mai^Q, tlMis. onne aiMe conveyed to^ 



I mention that the Reader may not$iiifb- 
pom: m^ flfiglilB^ ^ ™y wt<y?0|t^ or 

^^s)ulfHlt m ^ ^i^&mm^ of Adithm- 

d^ ^ not hmrkig SkYj^i^ wfimld^ w 
tbe{Nnef;eA|.i||^ftnQe of^iHMh imteri^i^ 
|Ji^coUf<^Q^o£whiidH< lha^h«9i^a 
ifC^CM^ m the ti;ade decfa^ % ^r^tikjr 
WMSrw«7o£lfepkHmiki»g. Stiiti tef^tflH 
tbe tf 41^ «vbph{Riblkati0ii8 h^e bmil 
spk l|99g ia\ogii^, that 1 sm afksiid the 
fmklifi t^t^mmt be,, by.thi^^ tipe, cloy- 
^witft t^ia«--^^ewever, whi^ mJ^on* 
dm* l> 9im^ eiHpke of. my iateadod 
PiiMi«^^f9 i^jhe^r they bf^Milliitd^ 
m^l4fe an4« or the le^^t eaeonragen^^ 
<Ja wtr despair,, seatle Re^d^^ seeing^ 

we)cb?ii»(ium^n^ or sailing on-t^^wre^^ 
Q^W^marelwid, or i^tcbi^. 4(laf>i«- 
dalf^dolimnch^awd ti4n«ts$,Qrso»^ipg. 
a^u^jlilaQ^ with this I{agistiar/ qf, 
W|i|e neig^bppiing city. B^ fiN^the. 
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present, suilfer me to keep on, undevi- 
atingiy, in the maki road to the Metro- 
polis. 

I had not proceeded far, before I 
^11 into the same abstraetion that en- 
grossed mj thoughts in the morning; 
bat, this time. Imagination invested 
herself in colours the mbst brilliant 
and the most alluring*' Soaring un- 
obstructed in the bouhdl^ss n^ons of 
fancy^ m j wishes aton^' seemed to go- 
vern4liai.$tents.r Of -^eourse I arrive 
jHffelxi^in town^^asily obtained access 
^/ to the^l^nageri iw^hether of Drury 
JLane'Mor Ofiveni Gl^deti I did not stop 
to 54S«»rtaih. S*|^ Wroductorv visit 
had h}|hly^]f0^^ him in my fa- 

j^ voilr, he^bemm^, % he ought, enamou- 
^. red of the play. It was straight order- 

ed for represeiitation^. The day, the 
^ decisive dky arrived, — ^the house was 
crowded to suffocation. The curtain 
drew up— all silence and expectation! 
— Then a low^ indistinct hum, ran 
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through the building : it increased as 
the scenes developed themselires ; and 
sooti, claps of applause, murmursof de- 
light, shQuts of admiration, and peals of 
laughter were heard in rapid sucoesBion. 

Again the utmost stillne^ prerailed : 
you might have heard a pin drop, and 
again succeeded the thunder of plaud*^ 
its — ^never was success more complete ; 
my happy self on a back seat revelling 
with all the pride of Authorship in the 
tumultuous scenes The congratulatory 
faces of the men; the soft, benign, glan- 
ces of pleasure, of thanks, of praise, of 
afiS^ction, t)eaming from tlie eyes of my 
lovely country woinen, thrilled my, 
heart with the most exquisite sensa- 
tions* — ^In the extacy of fervour I rap- 
turously exclaimed : — 

«'Good God! What are aU the 
other joys of this world compared to 
this?^' 

'* Hollo! Hey! what is the matter/^ 
cried some traveller stopping his gig, 
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The ff^ Tiaioik hud fled,, and, like 
the ts^ in its Mlurtog fliisbt» diot 
tfamngh tike luvf » da^i» upaa earth 
Mi the Dreaowr ! 

With n& smaU eonftiskm at being 
tbas csmght in the act, I beheld a tall, 
^auBottly dneased, foppiiAk sort of an in- 
dividtial^ whoBe features I was stming 
to recoklect ; hitt he^ attficipatiiig me, 
eiied ont, bughing heartily, 

'' fat the name of wonder ! can it be 
you, Ererf. ??^ 

"" Ah, Ah, AH, Master HopweU ! who 
eeuld ha?e thought of meetwg with 
yon ib tfaie plaoe« ?^^ 
Ami we riioek hand^'^-^hen Hopwelli 

""Wbitstillatyour old tricks! eh? 
Spouting away greek ntiA latin to the 
tnies tod hedgesftilrladc of other hear* 
ere.?' 

And again he laughed : his mirth ex^ 
dted mine; 1 riallj did &tJQf the 
^Tfica gsphand feppish lolling aititttdfi^ 
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of a Dancing-Master sitting with an air . 
of protectorship, in his neat, gaily 
painted gig. 

"To what place are you now trudg- 
ing on at this rate. '^ 

"To Frog Mill and— beyond!'^ 

Come then, poor Devil ! for onc^ 
you are in luck^s way. I can give you 
a lift ; for about three miles you shall 
travel in the style of a Gentleman. — 
Come, step in, don't be bashful, man.'' 

I required no further invitation, but 
leaped into the vehicle. Hopwell now 
shewed his skill in the art of driving, 
and, by a judicious application of the 
whip, brought out all the mettle of his 
spirited horse ; then turning to me ex- 
htthingly — 

" This is the way to travel creditably, 
in^ead of trudging on like a miserable 
pedlar. What a poor headpiece thine 
that can't provide better treatment for 
thy feet ! Thank God, mine are more 
tenderly nursed.'' 
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*' There you are right, my friend. 
You ought to take special care of your 
heels ; they are the better part of the 

^' So I ought and so I do ; my first 
move, thanks to them, was a vault up* 
on a saddle ; the second lifted me into 
this carriage; and the next, I hope, 
will usher my Lordship into a Barouche 
and four. This however will do for 
the present : a tasty one, I assure you, 
and very much admired: indeed it 
ought, for it cost a swinging sum/' 

"And all paid for, eh?" 

" Why, no ; but I could at any time, 
if I choose." 

~ "Why then don^t you, if the de^ 
mandbejust?" 

"Oh fie! quite vulgar! let the ras- 
cals know their dutv and dance atten- 
dance. — ^There is wit for you, and all 
'without thought. As for you authors, 
with all your learning, scribbling and 
bothering of brains, I question whether 
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you could get credit even for a wheel- 
barrow.^^ 

There was so much good humour in 
his loud boastings that I could not but 
pleased. I wished him joy on his suc- 
cess. 

•'Why, aye, I do finger a pretty 
round sum by the time each quarter is 
up. For instance, I am now driving to 
Sir Gregory Skipworth's &mily, when 
I shall have the felicity of handling a 
brace of as handsome lasses as ever 
showed off in a w^altz, and decked out 
in their best attire to appear before my 
happy self. I then sit down to a well 
provided dinner, with Sir Gregory, 
my Lady, and the Ladies. After which 
a bottle or so of claret ; and, then, as 
I make my parting bow, I feel sliding 
into this fist of mine a couple of gui- 
neas from the fair hand of one of the 
blushing damsels. Then away in my 
gig to some other grand house, where 
a similar reception aM'aits me. Here, 

f3 
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said he, pulling out a handful of bills, 
here is wherewith to pay the turnpikes 
and to buy up half a score Authors to 
boot.'" 

My spirits, buyout as they were, 
could but be depressed by a compa- 
nion who had every pecuniary advan* 
tage so evidently on his side, and I 
sat in moody meditation. 

^^Come, cheer up, man!'' arousing 
me by a rap on the thigh. "I have got 
a snug birth for thee, if thy foolish 
head will allow thee to accept it/' 

Aye ! what is it?" 

Why, I begin to think that a fiddle 
stuck under this chin of mine mis- 
becomes me— it detracts from my 
gentility. A Posture-master of my 
consequence should have an under- 
strapper at his back to play his tunes, 
order out his gig and do all manner 
of jobs for him. Now, Ererf, as there 
will be no great disparagement in your 
company, and, as you are a tcderable 
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scraper, I am thinking that yoii will 
just suit me. So, as the situation in va- 
cant, you are complimented With the 
first offer." 

^^ But what emolument shall I gain 
by obtaining this honorable eniploy- 
ment?'^ said I, willing to humour him. 

Oh plenty of good things. In the 
fii«t plauce, I intend to set you up gen- 
teelly in some oiTmy second-best dlothei^, 
teachiiig you a few of the most figygbiotK- - 
able steps, and, when you are let into 
the mysteries of the trade, Vll turn 
over to you a few of my distant' 
schools on our joint account. Wfiio 
knows but in time you may, like m^, 
spksh the rafis on foot with the wheels 
of your oim carriage?'* 

^^The advantages are very great un- 
doubtedly ; and if I decline the accep- 
tance, it is merely for your own sake.'^ * 

"How's that?'' 

*' Why, dont you perceive that if we . 
were to go the . s^me rounds together, 

p5 
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the understraper would soon supplant 
his employer.?^* 

'^Plio ! that^s the least of my fears. 
Years must elapse before that bashful 
phiz of thine can take the varni^ of 
asBuraiice/^ 

" Of impudence, you meau/^ 
<^Pshaw ! what is the use of quibb- 
ling about words, so you fill your pock- 
ets with the needful? You may talk, 
to eternity of your wits, your geniuses, . 
and all that ; I dont value them a rush : 
they are a miserable set of starvelings, 
mere scrubs with all their learning* 
For instance, there is Parson Slender, 
Curate of S^ockwell parish, he is going . 
to publish some volumes of sei*mons 
for which he expects hundreds of 
pounds. Yet he was tsan to borrow of 
me, the other day, a couple of guineas. 
— ^Aye, aye, you may sneer (perceiv- 
ing me smile) 1 know you pretend to 
undervalue the gentlemen of my pro- 
fi^on ; but I can te^ you after all, < 
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that the best article is that which brings 
the best price. So, if you are wise, give, 
a thought to my proposal/' 

^^] heartily thank you, my good 
friend, for a preference so very flatter- 
ing; 1 certainly will accept the place 
you offer me, as soon as nothing bet- 
ter is likely to occur." 

Hopwell shrugged up his shoulders 
in pity, saying, there is no talking to 
you, I see you are incorrigible. 

By this time, we rode up to a hand- 
some porter's lodge. Here we were to 
part: 1 alighted, thanking him for the 
lift he had afibrded me. Already was 
the porter, hat in liand, holding the 
gsrte wide open. The Dealer in giaces, 
with well practiced skill, turned his 
horse into the track, smacked his whip 
and away flew the gig, rolling upon a 
smooth, well-gravelled avenue, shaded 
by rows of stately elms. I stood motion- 
less, viewing him pursuing his care e 
of glory ; he, turning round, favoured 
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me with a smiling nod of protection, 
and, with a graceiiil dismissing motion 
of his hand, disappeared. 

Wdl, sir, what then were your feel- 
ings ? 

Why far, very fer less exhilarating 
dian before — ^I heaTily and discontent- 
edly walked on a couple of miles. But, 
as an experienced General, when he 
beholds his dismayed battafions, dis- 
persing right and left under the en^ 
my's fire, brings up his corps de reserve^ 
either to retrieve the day or to cover 
his retreat; in like manner did I strive 
to reduce the humiliating disparity, by 
calling to my aid every friendly ally. 

First Philosophy came, who gravely- 
told me that virtue is better than rich- 
es, that few are our real wants, the rest 
being merely ideal, the source of a 
thousand vexations ; and that, pass a 
few yeans, the grave encloses equally 
the strong and the weak, the rich and 
the poor, — ^But these chill notions were 
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too general, they did not suit my tem- 
per. I turned from the dull, moraliz- 
ing matron, and beheld, hastenii^ to 
my relief, my never-failing, ever-vary- 
ing, ever-pleasing Friend and Promp- 
ter — that bewitching enchantress— Va- 
nity ! — dear Vanity ! the source of all 
my illusions, of all my hopes, of all my 
joys ! At thfe touch of whose wand, I 
soon felt satiistted that an author is a 
far more considerable personage than 
a dancing master, inthesdme propor- 
tion as mind is snperiour to matter, 
and that, even in a lucrative point of 
vieW) bis income must fall consider- 
ate below the perquisites I was en- 
titled to receive, as the honorable and 
dignifying reward of my dramatic tair 
leatSy besides a fair chance of obtain* 
Immortality, to which he could not 
poteibly entertain the most remote pre- 
tension. Having tbusadjustod all these 
matters to my satislactidn^ I pushed 
nimbly on, and soon after made my 
entrance ^nto the Inn at Frog-Mill. 



CKAP. XI. 



THE SEAMSTRESS. 

/ 



WHIUST I was sitting in the bar of 
tlia Inn, eating a cake 1 took with me 
from Gloucester, sipping my negus 
and resting myself, a noisj cavalcade 
stopped at the entrance, and, leaping 
from their smoking st^ds, hurried into 
the house, As thej passed the bar- 
window to be shown into an apart- 
ment, I had an opportunity of obserr-* 
ing them, and rightly conjectured that 
they were a flight of Oxonians, on their 
way to their respective colleges. 

. Desirous of gaining Northleach, 
where I intended to sleqi, I left Frog- 
miU about an hour and half irfter I en« 
tered it* 
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Now, Reader, in order to give due 
effect to the seene that is to follow^ 
which, 1 apprize you, most be read with 
much care, intense feeling and various, 
intonations of voice, I shall here and 
there introduce an Italian word of the 
same tendency as those that are prefix- 
ed to musical compositions, that you 
may have timely notice in what tone. 
and manner such and such passages 
ought to be delivered : just as it was 
practised in our old plays ; a flourish of 
trumpets preceding the entrance of 
king or hero, or, when a prelude of flutes 
was intended to attune the spectator's 
heart to the ^^ softly sweet lydian n^a- 
sure of love." 

Therefore, my good sir, attend, I be- 
seech you, to this musical word of com^ 
mand : — 

INNOC ENTER. 

And, as you read out to an applaud^ 
ing auditory, modulate your voice ac^ 
cordingly. 
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i virad about half way between the 
two {^lacei^, when I overtook a ^outhfal 
damsel : indeed, m I descried her at a 
distance, her very pretty shape and neat 
way 6f stepping, gave me a warm de- 
Are to ascertain whether her face and 
figure answered the sample ; but she, 
dn my coming up, ehdeaveured to 
avoid notice, concealing her face as well 
as shd could. I was too' modest, andj 
shall I say it, too man/y to insult her 
with a fashionable stare, but passed 
on with a mere demonstration of gbod 
will. True it was, that I longed to 
offer her mv arm, but forbore, as she 
seemed intent on declining the assis- 
tance of a stranger, and, considering 
the many dangers tiiat beset innocence, 
youth and beauty in these sentimental, 
moralizing, canting times, I could burt 
commend her prudence and reserve. 

And here, at the risk of incurring the 
stigma of that sentimentality I was jtist 
now exposing, I must tell the Reader 
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that m this v^ry iiic»ith of January And 
succeeding ones, indeed, so long as the 
Fowler is abroad i^ith his gun, when- 
ever I chance to behold, perched on 
some lofty spray, that earliest songster 
of the year — the Thrush — ^cheering with 
its lirely strains the gloom of winter, 
fearless of the approach, because un- 
conscious of the wanton cruelty of man, 
I always scare away the imprudent mu- 
sician, that he may learn to avoid him, 
whom music cannot mollify, nor beau- 
ty disarm. 

AFFETTUOSO. 
When I had passed the fair traveller 
St few paces, she, judging by my con- 
duct that I was not one of her enemies, 
kept on in my track a little way be- 
hind me, as glad to' avail herself of the 
protection my presence seemed to pro^ 
mise her. In that manner we proceed*, 
ed about a quarter of a mile, I devis- 
ing within myself how to make the of-, 
fer 4>f my arm without alarming her by. 
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tbe proposal. At lengthy conjecturing 
that she oiufit be satUfied that 1 conM 
not intend h&t any insult, 1 gradusilly 
slackened my pace and said in the gen- 
tlest accents : — ^^ The sun will soon set» 
miss. — Have you niueh further to go ?*^ 

"About three miles, sir. — ^l live in' 
Northleach,*' . 

As she spoke, the tone of her voice 
vibrated in my heart. ^ 

" This is yet a great way for you.—- ^ 
Allow me, 1 beseech you, to Carry your 
bundle,'^ pointing to a neat silk ker- 
chief in which were tied seyeml of her 
things. 

Here her alanki took a different direc-» 
tioii — ^she quickly replied with some 
trq)idation» — 

*'Oh, by no means. — ^I would not. 
trouble you. — ^I can carry it very well 
myself.^' 

> " Then I will not further uyrge 1h» 
request. But, surely, you will not re- 
fuse me the. fiivour ^ your arm. Be- 
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lieve me, I would neither injure nor suf- 
fer ta be iiyured any fanale. I s^iould 
chance to meet. There are certainly 
such villians ; but, I hope, you do not 
coMder me m one.'^ 

The eamestnie8» of my manner per- 
suaded her, and after a renewal of the 
request and some little hesitation, soft- 
ly within mine slided her delicate arm. 

TENEROSO. 

By the side glances I ventured now 
and then to cast on her &ce, I perceived 
that it was such as must find its way to 
the human heart, so long as the influ* 
ence of youth, health, beauty and in* 
nocence is felt. When I first heard the 
melody of her voice, I could have sworn 
that such must be the form, and stah 
the features of the fair maiden. 

She told me that she was on her re- 
turn to her mother's from Cheltenham, 
where she had been nursing an elderly 
relative, whose recovery from sickness 
I attribute more to the soothing care 
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of her nurse than to the doctor^ pre- 
scriptions. 1 further learnt that' she 
was soon to go to London, where a re- 
sident fritod of the family had procu- 
red for her the situation of an appren^ 
tice to a di-ess-maker. 

AGITATO. 

On hearing this latter inforniEation, I 
startled as though I had trodden upon 
an adder. Indeed, my action was such 
as to alarm her. 1 fancied I bdield al- 
ready the sink of infamy, the gulph of 
jierdition, open, and this lovely, in- 
teresting creature thrown in upon the 
heaps of wretched females already de- 
stroyed. 

^^ And iFOuld you like to go to Lcm- 
don^' said 1, somewlmt reproachfully. 

" I should like it very well, sir. They 
say it is a fine, grand plaee.^' 

'*It is certainly a fine place: itcoor 
taiiis every tiling that is rich andshowy • 
But for a young person in a dependant^ 
preeariouis situatii^, that respects h^r- 
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self, it is the vilest, the most dangerous 
phoe on earth. — ^My dear, had I a 
daughter or sister, such as you are, on 
her ymj to London, consigned to the 
care of strangers, 1 had rather she was 
in her grave than in that wicked place. 

*' Sir, you alarm me exceedingly. 

^Far be it from me to offend you 
with a detail of the abominable, means 
employed to the ruin of an innocent, 
friendless girl. When you heheld me, 
overtaking you in tliisi road, you had 
to dread the brutality of some ruffian. 
But, what is that to the dangers that 
Vic» will suriround you with in the 
great city. There every attempt that 
devils can suggest and Man execute 
wiH be employed to bring about your ' 
ruin : thei'e, on the failure of other me- 
thods^ Drugs will be administered to 
you, that the privation of your reason 
may promote the pollution of your per- 
son V^ 

The young creature stopped short-— 
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withdrew her arm from within mine- 
clasped her hands*— looked up to Hear 
yen, exclaiming: 

<* Good God! Is it possible ? I assure 
you, I will not ga to that wicked place. 
No ! not for worlds! I will tell my. 
mothar so/' 

ESPRESSIVO. 

At that moment she appeared beauti- 
ful, saintly beautiful ! The display of 
her neck as she looked upwards, the 
earnestness of her manner, clearly the 
result of innocence and female yirtue,; 
encreasing the glow on her charming 
face, invested her whole person with 
attributes almost celestial, 

The emotion I felt is not to be de^ 
scribed. IVIy heart beat high when she 
replaced her arm within nunc. As we 
proceeded, I resumed, as yet, hardly 
conscious of the danger t was running* 

MODERATO. 

"My dear, the life of every one of us, 

who means to be honest is a life of trials 
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and privations ; yet it is mingled with 
pleasure, indeed sufficient to make us 
wish to prolong it. The greatest chance 
of felicity a young person can have, is 
to remain, as long as possible, under 
the maternal eye, and to share the ma* 
temal tenderness. But should some 
deserving youth gain her affections and 
the consent of her parents, let them live 
for each other in the plaoe of their na^ 
tivity, unknown to strangers, but ad- 
ditionally happy in the love and re- 
gard of their friends/^ 

As yet my discourse, prompted by 
the purest motive, was void of blame ; . 
but I now felt other sensations mingling 
with, and contaminating those, of be- 
nevolence. I ought, and at first, 1 
could have checked the current ; but as 
1 suffered the intrusion, it predominaf- 
ted and invaded my senses. 

AMOROSO. Sempre Piano. 

Here I stole a glance at her. I be- , 
held a tear in her eye, and, yielding to 
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ail emotion of tenderness, I dared with 
my arm to press hers to my heart. Yet 
even then I *felt a pang of jealousy. — 
Surely the deserving youth was already 
found, and that tear dropped for him ! 
With a deep sigh 1 proceeded. 

** It is not easy, miss, for a young 
pierson, courted for the attractions of 
the sex and the sweetness of her disposi-* 
tion to make a proper selection. Indeed 
few, very few, amongst us are worthy so 
gl'eat a blessing. Foi'give me, bat I 
dread that some low, vulgirf , unfeelkig 
tnechanic will claim, as his "Wifcj liert 
whom*-*- 

PERDENDOSI. 

A Stranger with eVery advlmtage 
6f education and liberality of senti- 
ihent, with a heart more gentle, more 
congenial, more capable of feeling all 
the tenderness— all the delicacies of 
love would" — ^with — rapture * 

!► # # • • # # 

Here my heart beat as though it 
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livould burst its tenemeut ; it compelled 
me to stop. I could but look tenderly 
at h^, implormg one encouraging 
glance— ^wheo — ^for my rescue. — 
PRESTISSIMO. Con Furia. 

Now came galloping on, behind us, 
half a score bairbrained reckless youths, 
helteivskelter, tearing away, all nearly 
in a line, flogging and spurring with 
all their might their almost jaded beasts, 
in short riding a furious race upon the 
king's highway ! — ^My attention engros- 
sed by the fair object, was not awaken 
ed to a sense of danger, till, on hear- 
ing them bawling out — take care ! — 
clear the way ! — I turned my head and 
saw that 1 had not a moment to lose. 

Immediately her slender waist was 
encircled within my arm : by a sudden 
jerk, 1 threw her from the road-side 
over the intervening ditch upon the op- 
posite bank, following the same direc- 
tion with all possible speed, just as one 
of the horses, galloping in our track. 
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was passing us. I heard shouts of ap- 
plause and bursts of merriment from 
the noisj Racers, exulting in having 
thus frightened the old codger and his 
lass. 

I arose in terrible tVrath, ran after 
the scampering crew, reviling them 
with the most opprobious names 1 could 
recollect, but soon desisted, perceiving 
that 1 was losing ground, and that the 
ebullitions of m j rage had only the ef- 
fect of increasi ng their mirth . Breath- 
less 1 then returned to my fair Charge^ 

She had so fiir recovered from the 
fright as to return me thanks for die 
service 1 had rendered her ; but it was 
plain that the warmth of her manner 
was prompted by gratitude only. IJow- 
ever, this interruption had the eflect 
of diverting my feelings into another 
channel; thus enabling me to stop short 
in the career of guilt. 

AFFETTUOSO. Tempo Primo. 

As we walked on, I bitterly upbraid- 
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ed myself for my conduct. Yes, l had 
just humanity enough to scare away a 
bird from the fowler's gun, but not 
suflScient morality to forbear attemp- 
ting the ruin of a maiden, whom, as I 
had offered her my protection, I vi as 
bound to protect. 

I ventured on another look, merely 
to implore her forgiveness ; but she in 
her innocence seemed unconscious of 
my frailty. All nature was hushed 
around us, the setting sun threw a soft 
radiance on her benign, placid counten- 
ance : it invested this young and artless 
female with such a religious inviolabil- 
ity, that every grovelling passion of 
mine was sublimated into the purest 
devotion. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

How could I have proved such a 
villain ? 

Here the most biting, reproachful, 
thoughts suggested themselves; they 
were intolerable, conscious as I was 
that I deserved the appellation. I 
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wanted to quicken mj pa^e, this dow 
waj of proceeding only added to the 
poignancy of my feelings. 

'^ Come/' said 1 in a hurried manner, 
^4et us make baste : it begins to grow 
dark ; your friends must be uneasy at 
your delay.'' 

She, assenting, we went on at a 
brisker pace, each taken up with his 
own thoughts. As for me, the dread 
of again incurring the same dan- 
ger and the shame for having courted 
it, were such that 1 dared no longer 
request the favour of her arm, nor, 
indeed, look at the fair, unconscious 
Tempter. 

Thus we entered Northleacb. 



CHA]>. XII. 



BRUTAUTY. 



IT was-before no grand liouse, ivith 
loftj flight of «teps and el^;antl^ 
wrought radlii^ithat we stopped : -in a 
'^back street we made to a small dwell- 
ing, which, instead of proudly obtrud- 
ing in front, rather shrank fromr the line 
of buildings with which it was connect'- 
ed. ^o brazen knocker at hand to 
"demand admittance, but the gentle 
'knuckles of my fair charge produced 
an eflect more instantaneous ; and mo^ 
ther and daughter were in each other^s 
arms. 

The Htvt effervescence abated, the 

G 
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maiden presented me to her mamma, 
declaring how much she had been in- 
debted to my escort. Being invited to 
take tea with them, I inly hesitated 
whether I ought to decline or comply. 

*'I>o, Sir ! pray, refuse us not,*^ said 
the Tovely creature, looking up to me 
with an air of entreaty. 

The appeal was irresistible. I follow- 
ed them into a small, neat parlour; 
w ith tlie exception of a kitchen, the 
only room this on the ground floor. 

After a short time spent in convenss^ 
tion, the daughter went up into her s»- 
partmo^ for a change of dress, and her 
mother, after a suitable apology, biop- 
sied herself in the preparation of th^ 
afternoon meal. The absence of the 
object in some measure lessejaed its ia- 
flmence. However, feeling myself at 
most riveted to the spot and reason 
fast loosing its sway, 1 put to myself 
these two home questions : . .; 

Is it your intention to ruin her ^ ^ 
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■ Oh, no! rather saflfer a tliousand 

deatliM. 

' Can you afford to marry her ? 

Alas ! I can scai*cely maintain myself. 

Then, in the name of all that is bo- 
honrable afid sacred, I call upon you 
to depart.— If you tarry, you are un- 
done. 

Deeming the moment fayourable, 
with noble determination, I hastily 
arose, and was delivering to the mother 
isome awkward pretence for my imme- 
diate departure, when I heard the 
maiden^s light step on the stairs, and 
before me appeared, more lovely than 
ever, the object from which I would 
have fled. One glance and a slight en- 
treaty were sufficient to fix the waver^ 
^^S girouette on the identical seat he 
had occupied. The tea-apparatus 
being now brought in, /a helk Couiu-- 
riere acted as prima Donna. The be- 
verage and eatables were, of course, 
found delicious by her present giiest. 

g3 
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gathered she was an only daughter. ;uid 
had but one bJTQtb^r, .the»4ibieiM; nt a 
iieijgbbaunQg iair, .as ^Jobber l^-^llh ! 
Jaow unHnti$mntall]/ .that ^xpc^ssion 
jgrated in mj sansitive .ear. rSwdjp^ 
J3^4s^ could not be mom vulgpar ! ,Ui^ 
sound had really the effect of detracting* 
&mi^tb^ 8ist^r!s ^boaiut^. 

Mis. iarvis (sp I will i^aUJbei;) at^th^ 
.^emifie of ;her husband) who had^beean 
.a farmer., found his affairs in so .da^- 
.ranged a state as to make it adviaabk 
to, give up the^farm and reside at the 
}uresent humble abode, with «very faint 
inraqpie^ts of fb^tteriqg her ciix^amstan*- 
jce^ ; €qx the youx^^ deafer, who Jiad 
Jbeen..enl;ruskted with the grei^tar portion 
xji the. msh .«Iie cpuld command, waa 
jnostly. unfortunate in/hj3 purchases. 
J&ttt .die, far from orepininig, pmfessed 
.herself thankful to providence for what 
he. had iieen pleased to hfestaw on Jkec, 
not dpubtiD^ sjie^said, that, hj folloi^ 
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Vet F caiimd« aver that her manwei^ 
arfd^ dfefivery inlStnatfed iftueh reHnttce 
OH' sfich expectation. 

" But, mother, interfe»ed the daagl^^ 
ter, why then? mt remam aif we? are ? 
Wlfy send me away tb* LondiGto?— The» 
gentleman ^Ils mer f« k ^ Wi€Me<^ a^ 
place, Ibp a& iCB^ gmudeay;^^ 

^'Deai^t Emmaf! yt>ii know* fic^w 
iiivtowarrc% we su'e- €it%tti[ivstaiiee^ dC^ 
home! It is with the gve6ite»t/ ¥elu^- 
tsmce that I most part with yo^, nor 
woold i of all places lAimk ofi/m^km; 
but thac the situafioii' wity mMm* la» 
pnHsmeA is^so vefjrad¥fi^iitag«ous» AlP 
alt event!^, incase o€ d«9sati(3^tiOii^ 
yea hafv« her hou^se* tis^ go^ to ; aifd oil 
bef prodefiee and cfiiserelSon, yo« na{f 
safely rely, fntleed^ my dear, adcfeii' 
she in a treniufoHs voice, she h the 6n^ 
ly one in the fatnify now able to^sefve 

g5 



.. I tresfiured op ev^ry wer4 of thii^ re-* 
ply, birt wished for more particulars, 
yet deemed it unbecoming to be inq^ui- 
sitive. Many minutes, however, did; 
not elapse, before the solution was a£. 
forded in this guise : 

' A Riderjust then passed the window. 
Emma fira|: perceived him,' and her 
coiint^nafice fell as she exclaimed : 
"My brptb^r ! returnead ialreaidy !" 
Mrs. Jartis appeared to be-fidt as 
vexed at this unlooked for arrival, and 
a silence ensued. 

• By this ti^ie, the seemingly nnwel- 
OQme relative^ having stabled his ste^d,. 
was Aow at hand, and, with loud raps . 
on. the door pannels with the but end 
of a coarse whip, was demanding a(^* 
iliittance. The neu)ther sitepped out to 
let hiiB in. To something she said in a 
deprecating tone, 1. heard him reply in 
a rough, unassenting voice : ... 

"There is no tiineto dally, souie-. 
thing must be done, and speedily too. 
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eke ii isi all up V^ r 

III that temper said with' a face flusli- 
ed with dranMlrinking he entered the 
room ; without a kind word to his sister 
ojr noticing me, flung himself into a 
sfi9kt at a distance from the table,. as he- 
had no relish for the beverage offered ^ 
him, but fdt uneasy in his chair, scra- 
ped the floor with his boots, drew op 
ibStip tops as far as th^ would go, tried 
to hum a tune ; then, having gathered, ^ 
as.he thought, sufficient resolution, he 
thus^ abruptly addressed Emma : 
. ^4 tell thee wh4t« girl, TU have no 
more of your shilly shallys : you must' 
and shall make up your mind/^ 
' The young person replied with more 
spirit than I expected : 
. ^^My mind is already made up, and 
you know it, sir ; but, since you are 
for irtiU persecuting me on the subject, 
1 i^ill leav^ the room. She had risen 
as $he spoke and departed as she con- 
eluded- Mrs. Jarvis now arose, and 



to her son thus repiMudif d^lty : 

of^'yom alMl m' tkeprasimee o^a ittmf^ • 

^^Pshsswy pshaw,^ ptetty tiiSM thwfa¥ 
odAgees* m^ eompliiMatiArr Mbdlefv 

Thithisr thiff procisedidd $ttWAa^^ 
Itogy tome' frbm Mrs. Jiiiiftii; 

ti^itt 1^ now gftdieiied; tte^k liiibftis^ 
k^ft i$ettteB«ie»<i I m^imd that Jmtei^ 

was redtt^eed to a d&Sj^&M&^humifhi^^ 
Jbei^l Th(BOcdMk)iH!^oinirio«lsi^t|ii^te- 
fitoM tff La^yeP^Bailiff^^^ait^^taK' 
reached A^ ear W€^ by no nieMii pt^ 
tkim»rf'6(Hriifmiendmeht^ Ye* fhe 
gentleman conmTCfd that^ hk^ silMir 
cbttM «»il;f e-^iicsrte MM fi4lim>hisj^ 
simt difllciiltii^^, and^pe^dilj^ tM^I-^^-Siier 
hsdoiily to wed a^fi<!ll eldet*ty hadielOF,- 
^wiXh' he B^ad^^ sur^, Would- v^i^ Mp^' 
hiw foit^the ser^idi^v and 6ve«¥ wo«M|^ 



effect^ adYtece^lMB A arittitrafismtCof 
etfaUe Unlo giyofli wkb fetoade.^^ 
To^ thi# sdMHw WHS appended M^^uMh 
tionai iadowttimtt tdfkkbev loiMWi^ 
voTf wiMsIf faeptfiMtt kwiMtlliev*»€lBf^ 
Oonreontnwf tontmrnw tlni; otf-tfai wtffc 
ding taking place, Mm Jwf fii wovM 
{m^r fending tvitk tker bnde: tbtui 
cfeari^.tlie koue for tke M[ttii80O» al^ 
a^ecrlBin fenttie^wlRniilieiamdsl to" 
install into tte office ef howdiscptrf 
dmi thtn go mi a» befoi!t& with jobbMjg;, 
bmtoigr raxing, .gwnag, cbriaUi^v 
sot lottg as the ca^ held out. 

Thtiiplmf, ttaovgh ti>^hi«appaarh|g 
sa^verjr ftasilile^ hia heater ptiaiptod 1m 
r^ettifii the most itaiqaalified mniMir^. 
aipeiing that sbouU he eve»oblaM£a»> 
ifttt'a oomeftt, heistvwtld aver btr wMi^ 
betd. HafnageaJMoid^hiswbDk^fi^^ 
olihctaic to naptirpoaf^ he ao^vr trlaol* 
the efficacy of thfeats^ even thaae a€ 
mttdBioua importy such as dronmig. 
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than undergo the horrors <^.a' prison 1 
But, though bis voidie sw^ed iu loud- 
ness as his passions /increased invebe- 
ipenoe, theliuU j without any such in^ 
f&ctioh, relinquiisfaied'the field of coOi- 
test with this haimless, though damna- 
torj denounciatiotf. 

^^ You are a set .of stupid^ unfeeling 
h ' s. You would have me rot in a 
jail for your own oouTenience ; but PU 
s^ youlioth d— d first." 
/ So saying, aM^ay hurried l)e out of 
the house, slamming the street-door so 
as to shake. the dwelling in ail its bear- 
ings ; reappeared upon his hardrridden 
hack, casting, as he passed, upon hia 
late home a look of determined hostili- 
ty, forced down his hat so as almost to 
cover his eyes, then applied whip and 
spur to the unoffending amiaal, lore- 
down the street at full gallop, and in a 
Aioment was out of sight. 

Such were the thanks the mother 
obtained for the sums lavished on this 
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unfeeling, scpumdhvel, jipd soch the re-, 
payment for the cash advanced out of. 
hjer reduced store' to enable him to en- 
or^nse bis own ! ^ 

.0 ,Hian!— 4nan! — ^As though thou 
wert, indeed, Lord of the Creati^p,; 
thou bearest all the tokens of kingljr 
selfishness I Provided thj propensities 
be gratified, reckless thou at whose 
cost, were they purchased even with 
the ruin of thy maternal friend. 

Convinced now that Mrs. Jarvii^ was 
right, thus circumstanced, to consign 
her child to London, I gathered from 
this story another moral, applicable to 
myself and probably to many more. — 
Never again to censure in unqualified 
terms the motives of others, unless in 
possession of all the facts bearing upon 
the case. 

My Entertainer, who had stepped 
up to her daughter, now re-entered with 
eyes still swollen from the efiect of tears, 
bearing excuses from Enuna, alleging 



•JlSA' 



tttit i^ He pMMnl tiiM WW 091 fit tof 

leave, having for onoe tbe gMds^Me^ta^ 
a<hlM tff niy iniibififf y^ at «l«^ {uradSftf' 
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CiJi^Ai^.' %ilt. 



tfefe <W«iNIA?i®. 



IN that rarlj, dispontofitedjacfody 
making a maa desirous of qjaarneUiiig 
with every one he meets, I entered tl;ia 
hm for the porpiMe of bespeak^g.s^jtp. 
ptf and a bed. As^l situ^terod in th^ 
yavd^ several jontbs wwe standing oa 
tht bouse steps frontixig it, and I heard 
tbem intimating to eacb otber-^ 

** llere Ham^, Smitb^RnJiiurds^ WiU 
fiMis ! By Jove ! Thepre ift the ojkl o^-^ 
gar we ni^ in the ditph, neck and 

My wrotb waa agmn kuidled %t tb^ 
appelhtiw ^^<dd oodger^^:W|i||^ anH 
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pellation, I assure you, ladies, neitlier 
my age nor looks warrant. 1 turned 
my head in anger. Th^y, seeing me 
grasp my cudgel, hioriod 4nto their 
apartment with loud laughter, and shut 
the door. 

Upon inquiry, I found tha|t they were 
the same collegians I had met at Frog 
Mill. After a short deliberation, I de- 
termined to intrude upon their priracy 
with the intent of giving them, if' not 
a manuid castig^tion, at least d severe' 
tectiire. * * ' * ••• 

'Tlie candle were lighted, servants 
"k^tlidrawii, 'and the gentlemen at their 
Mne; wiien thfeir neisy mirth received 
an iitt»m^diate cheek froni the'wMthful 
apparitioti of toy indignant Self] ! ! • 
' fai order to heighten the effect of the 
h^roical sdtitud^ I assumed,* here is the 
pr(xjp&r piaeetbgive a- description ^if 
my person and attire. Indeed! htMl 
tiurpidseiy reserved it^ fortlnW j^rticiu- 



Fancjr to jourself a talQsh^ rMv«lM>** 
ned, nimble gteppii^ figurOf witk a : 
long, pale, somewhat lanthorn-javi^ . 
face, upon the nose ot* which were strid* 
ing a pair of spectacles, whose ciroiilar 
giaflsesofthe largest size, gave i^dili«: 
oital effect to the fierce glances that. 
soQwled from his terrifying eyerbaUs |r 
a beardy chin, and dark kmky bair^r 
smnewhat cut into the methodistic^l 
shape, were not disparaging coaco-* 
mitants to the figure. — Now for the 
diess. Above iin»polished shoes and 
nrarly worn out gait^ns, was displayed: 
a pfdr of snuif«coloured pantaloons, 
that marked tolerably vi'eU tliesymine-;^ 
try of his shanky limbs; aswansdowni 
vest and a sable ooat;sqcceeded, which/ 
although his second best, time bad: 
gradually, mellowed ihtd a russetty> 
tinge. ' A gay red sttk kei^bief \<!as 
lowt^ boiuid louad his neck, and an 
old wtether^bei^eB hat^ compnossed in^ 
tu-a varkty of angles, crowned the 



ism 

mitiMir' ta the inpeelMi mt €!nHiioio« 
gitsite^ ivonltt te pvDtiMmMd iAdaeaiMre 
o# mam flr ghtiiwssi tt^ui aiilidiiir^ 

stoPii ekanfODi*. TlieMleittstara^attt 
tfftittiMd witfi Areadr of Hie OsdtpiiiHv 
ww^ m fit e oi»i »t <i i? |mrt to 8«lM3dai»]» 
tnifikiii< i«d isb terrific^ a» aif>eet«. ^ 

The itienos thdt pMTdided eftaMoi 
Hie tcr collect my ^tfglitii^ flnd Umhi!!' 
l»6ke' out : 

N 

^^Ycufig liletty ytMi bwn bkl 

&|)On iRX^IcMltl V ftt «y OXfffB^ 

i# eoitid Bi}r ttiTA to r^aliattv Were 
(onljT to Ktten to the call ^ 
IwoiOd let my cf^^i^tidk fff 
ye Blii w^ iwMiet tlMft itttMuefy piw^' 
iiteiieiit 80 i¥ai»to» and ttufwoifOiBeA «» 
otfti^ge 80 rkfafy demnres^^* . 

Hele I imiriabefl tfir imtaUBttent mm 
mosO decided mad ikmshimf taxtmmt^ 
U htA tlivctfectetf meiiAag vKkhr db» 
Mttgr the Imrts ctf the yovttgilMi^^ 
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iky tekMmi^' hy additiiifaal xnduiAr. 
tMifffaitig& t^lmvdi^ Qni^tBvm^^ 

eifiwiiial> wiiAma. , l-doMlot^eitoil aji- 

dUodfioA you itt yow»r6liMMM|lMBPttM^ 

5t6tf^iiMf ttMO a»af ki)a«i<^bti!({ f kA 
Mlirly ths^eitetN^d^Mtii^^ «vs 
(««4lM toirics ijNEMiHi b«^ (X>ifidf(tiiMli^ 
iTMte): oi: maittii»g fi^r e?eir ki« ti^l^ 

^ tot c ri ij h trit ^gttiiwt: ytfu. Oii^tmM 
dtefig^lvngv 6lf e^etf of doiflg: the* li^fi 
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deterred the most wantoh jKHittis f ima^ 
MKh'laiirk8si^it& . !¥et tiMlMQOMJder* 

hiooh 'werentolb sttdnled Witk,)ier bloed.'^ 
-r-Hereitook breith/lmtMoi^ffemniipd;, 
> t^ What i pfear can he aMoced/ m le/Hi^ 
tiliiiatkttaf this flagniat breach o^lliei 
peac<^^^ 4a brutid an act:? I Jmotiir: 

1wL0ne« .YOMf^OflBB'Opl^att^geriglMK 

iiiMeasa)iaUiatiYO~8heer ignonmce'l^'^ 
This was touching thein im a ^saoe. 
ylkfite.- Of !ali sins in the oimception of; 
aH: l^niW«ttonan^;.%ttQtasiioe is. ihet 
greMesf ; a veprdach most e£ aUtdread* 
ad* and not . wit-bOut sufficient caase ;, 
for how can students* who in the coiiBsa. 
of a ^ew y^ars aie lo receivea dipioaiai» 
oonferring on tb^m tho Masi0rship 
^vor s& BSKifty artif* bow dan they befir^, 
ikAmo^ed) an .impotation* ten<&ig. to. 
r^flUfqe the effect of their honorary .d9*^; 
greek. HoWeteir* a^ 1 ^uffei-e^no, in^. 
t^jMlHiony I proceeded, but, 
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fi^ in a:mild6r striw : ,» 

. , .'' My friemls, we are hQW w4i¥M;t9 
to*(ed aver thii» world for> valiom pm^, 
witsy occupying 4iff^Qt8tatia»s;'i^ 
each of vt& then k^p peaceaibly witbitt.: 
his sphere of action, without att^empting^ 
to jostle or to mmoj. his neighboured*: 
But it is more particulaitly the int^mtc 
of those whose rank and wealth wiU) ivk 
time, call upon them to occu|^y sopie 
of the most iniportant situations, in, the 
state, not to disturb the present ondvr 
of things : therefore, remenftberi^ he ia^ 
more than doubly guilty, who infriki-; 
ges any of those laws by which hevisi 
upheld and protected in all that is,jpa|Ost: 
desirable in life.'^ 

. Thus ended my harangue. The.obrr 
lique ^xHnpliment at the conclusionr 

* 

weakened the censure conveyed in the* 
former part ; they^ glad perhaps tf^^ 
come off so cheap arose, crying out ^, 
Bravo / Bravissimo ! and subioitti^gi 



ed, if their prof€iBMr0feli»qiiett«;eoo«id^ 
d Mtoc fe ^ biMer 8]^€^hv td^' i^ith so 

diili<tttiraMiii«iiliifiiity i^a'frfendtj'glteft^ 

MM l»« ber ted< Id tike ilpiler end «# tins* 
iMMMV wtefe I Mek fli|f sent in tbr 

l^^^to^k my pMsfeiMe^ gave tcr<&r 

MbUli 1» tt«i¥ ddT^Mftagey as'^idr iiak 
Mmt goddwnfiie wa^nO'leng^ in «3an$&' 
dt^y Bttempik nf A^hioaiibte ]iAiiitf» 

A waiter now appeared, iisGnmixig 
AM ttM^my'dU{q^WM^ reedy; WUeto- 
iiqpiwl<^n§red^fo riise^ b«rC tiifc^aniii- 
fliMM iia^ 1^ fgrntdfy" » nmnn^rtlmrf 
sbeoMpaMMkeof theirs fhat I eompfied. 
Smw ^r #e aH «i9gttber sat down tt^ 



the tone of 3r0iir'Tgp|iie fto the musical 

Jieriyimoiigh:; bwb»QP aflwrrtibei'eiii^ 
ivbI 0f ithe oiolSi, the.elKeiejis.Qf th^ wj^qp 
<fa)gau4oiqpei;i4erra ith^iK, wIm>^ 

.ded my conduct ito tbegyida^ce of tb«t 
lienor. iBut here 4 committed 4)irt 
faux paSj: and the naiture <[|f ^be penalty 
ttbat ^osaied Jrt; is. my hnwi^ noivr to 
<de9Qiibe. 

The TOices of the i(!eyQlI^fs incteiMi^^ 
in loudness : as their rcasoniQg &Qulty 
Ji^ft i^iem ; soon every^one^wsfor imvg 
%wrd andnone :ii^illing toU^lep, a«4 tjifp 
iConf usion be^came eKtTQoitQ. {,;at>timw 
ateove to .restore jmme decprAm:; ch^t 
jnyantboiify was gone j&owfthie tm>r 
meat it was clear that 1 had no more 
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Ithan they any check upoii m^rself. 
* - JFURIOSO,. 

A few more rounds of toasts oyer- 
came us all^ when a» most dii^^ceful 
and disgusting scene followed. Sibg« 
ing, bawling, swearing, scuffling, chal- 
lenging, 'fighting. Tables and chains 
upset, glasses and bottles broken, some 
-Hung about as missiles, the Dramatist 
und Collegians bleeding or bloody, ly* 
*ing in various positions about the room, 
drunk, sick, howling, and helpless ! 

- LAMENTABILE ! ! ! 
^ ^ I have but a faint recollection of what 
followed, nor do I know how 1 got to 
bed. However in the dead of the night, 
I awoke, my mouth parched, my piilse 
l^erish, and suffering a most painful 
headache, that kept m6 awake till morn. 
At length the acutenessof pain yielded 
40 the fhtigues I had undergone. I fell 
into so profound a sleep that it proved 
-nearly eleven before I left mj chamber. 
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THE PENALIY. 
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I reached the breakfast roQin ipple, 
weafc^ ai^d ftim'ber^mfj tptt^riiagiitp a 
chair like an old, battered beau, $o in- 
iense the h^dache still, that. I could 
jbjiit with pa^n b^ th^:%}i^. .What 
ao^efatiqaQnef^rening's debaacli e& 
feoted in.tb^ sam^ per^n ! Yesterday 
much ear)ier th^n the sun's ritw^-. I 
Mprted blithe, hea^thfuji: and vigf!(ur- 
ous, apid aclvieTed sixteen jnile^ fuU tw^ 
Jmufs bffore } was now able; to hi^lf 
ilown stairs, heav j, sick and i^piritlessu 
I Qnder^d some cpffe^ and o^ bill ; ami 
learpt that the lasMt of n^ late coospa^ 
jiipns had depitrted about an hour m^oe, 
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Of coffee I oontrived to sip down one 
cup, the eatables Temained untouched^ 
but to discharge the bill it was neces- 
sary in oijirrisjii 8a|i|i^ fnrqiry claim, to 
disburse two and twenty shillings, odd 
pence. This drain on my purse was 
another sppKoe of u|ipl^sutfmt reflec- 
tion. I spent in that luckless evenings 
twice as much as the whole journey had 
tyef ;c<^8t me. 

<I*n0w todk a itidancholy imm' ofmf 
venttdning cai^: -it was reduced^tafeur 
^MMinds, ten shiffings. A filPth^ n^ 
^dkiction^was necessary to teach Surford 
io lii^hidh place, though oiily w^vM 
miles 'distant, my limtMS were wiable^ 
or -rather unwilling "to carry »me. 

Agreeing to give the driver of a re* 
turn post-chaise half a crown, I -^Atered 
the vehicle and left Northleadi so "ium^ 
p^A as scarcely able to mutter lo my 
self one^flfectionate adieu- to its lovely 
mndweller. f was sunk into a mere 
carcass.*fiaviT^'no other power of locd^ 
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motion than such as money could pur- 
chase. Instead of enjoying the suc- 
cession of objects perceptible through 
the panes, . I sat sulkily in a corner 
of the carriage, arms across and hat 
slouched over my eyes. 

At Burford I requested a little broth, 
that all the dinner 1 could take ; then 
sat in moody silence, hardly knowing 
how to proceed, or indeed what to ^do 
with myself. However, feeling, though 
slowly, my strength and spirits revive, 
I soon became ashamed of the present 
inaction. 

. Let us try, said I, whether a little 
walk will not do me more good than 
the carriage did ; at all events, it is a 
much cheaper remedy. .« 

So saying, crab-stick in han3, | 

struck into the London road, my 

strength returned as I proceeded ; and 

pn ascending the hill that overlooks 

Whitney,. I felt impatient to commi^ 

unsparing havoc on a roasted fowl I 

intended to order for supper* 

II 



CHAP. XT. 



THE PHANTOM !r! 



SIO tender and weH done was the 
reast and* bo keen the appetite, that; 
when we parted, it could aflord bitt 
very slep^r pickings to my successor. 
After treating myself with a glas^ of 
toMyy to use a trairelter^s expression, 
which, howerer, begins to grow obso- 
lete, akhoogfa yet too modem Ar the 
*^ big Dictionary-man V insertion, I 
dischaiged the biH and retired to re- 
pose as early as nine o'clbck, intending* 
notwithstanding last night^s ladc: of re- 
pose, to start very early on the mor^ 
rowi so as to reach Ox£ird by nine, a 
distance of twelve miles. 
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AVL imhikH^ mm W^ #iifa m6 
ikim hUmA in omi^m ; I m Mtti i 

iiafve be^ti prbldn^^ ^ Aioiteingv Had 
I iMit af Itet been awakened by the (read 
of numerous steps, intermingled wi^ 
fte sound of nhi^cal insfrumeAts r it 
tooni appeared that sonie hop; in Mgh 
gfee; wa^ going 6n jtist under my ^par^ 
meht. Y^f i fo* afl the' distriirbanice,' I 
had dTi6fll^i-^ interval of r^t, and, 6tt 
awaking ag^iriy h&aeA the Kist- danbi^ 
going doi^n, fot^, ^obik afti^i', the milkisiid 
de^ili^ and t*e party blt>k^ up. 

As Fltff , revolviilg; in'my mind' vaH^ 
dil^Iililei^ schemed, the pltan^of d nleli^ 

4 

i^rk ^hich I had at times meditat^^' 
i^i]nhned t^ me : indeed the Readei^ 
Hiiislf be here^told, that before I li^ 
home, I had attempted a feii^'chajplters 
of a Norel,' which, agreeably to the 
fiishion of the day, it was my endea* 
Toi^ tO'Ci^wd with my steriefet, mui'dersl 
apparitions: I hiE>w strdfve tocbri*' 

P3 
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jure up all the hoiTors my fancy could 
suggest for fresh materials; and such a 
8uccessi<Hi of terrible and bloody scenes 
passed before my mind's eye, that I 
became at last afraid of my own eon* 
ceptickis. 

A solemn stillness pervaded the 
house, I kept motionless hardly daring 
to open my eyes. When, methought I 
heard a faint, distant sound. By and 
by some object ascended the stairs; but 
its tread very dissimilar to the human 
step, or indeed to that of any other 
creature. Tock — tock — tock/ success 
sively repeated, and with increasing 
effort was the only percussion I could 
distinctly ascertain. Louder and loud- 
er swelled the knocks, as tlie Phantom, 
having gained the landing-place, made 
towards my recess ! 

The bed actually shook under me. 
. Suddenly the door burst open !— 
when a most hcM-rible object^ fg^^I 
tbouglit, (for I bad popp^ my head 
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tifider tfte bed-clothes) tocked in ! — 
With extreme terror I heard it approach 
me ! By hands ubseen the curtains were 
drawn asunder ! — >A dreadful crash fol- 
lowed as the ghost fell or cast itself over 
my body ! — ^I felt the weighty pressure, 
yet durst not stir. Never was a poor 
mortal so effectually bound by the 
night-mare as I, thus enthralled. 

Now violent aspirations with horrible 
groans or grunts^ in the deepest bass 
notes, issueii from its sepulchral chest. 
This state of suspense beoime unbear'* 
able ; I gave a loud shriek, or rather 
yell, and with violent struggles, the 
efiect of desperation, fliing off the tn- 
cubus with the bed-clothes ! Then with 
head raised from the pillow, hands 
ftom behind, bearing up my frame, 
knees stuck bolt upright, and mouth 
gaping wide open, I stared, horror and 
dismay dis1x>rting my countenance ! ! ! 

However, so violent the jerk I gave, 

tlmt the Phantom was flung off the bed^ 

h5 



mg wiJh all his njigbt. WM»^ 1. g%- 
tb^riq^ sovie opurage on hcaripg »«-. 
o&ats pf )» pe froiQ a Auotan org^, lea^ 
c^ out of Uff cit^el, and bpst^ng tp 

tfi the QpBQsit^ sidfj, ^aze4 » «hair, ai)4 
holding it ntfip^ched out toivsii^ tl|e 
0^'^t, I kf pt upon the definitive \\m» 




a.» *» V- ■' * 



T^ ^}*tWl>aiipe hastened tft Ibe QWt 
1 ¥mf«r an4 tfeP pl^aaalaier-waid ; tbf^ 
luebe^d .i>p ftue side ^ la^lc, gli^l|r« 
h^«*^?d-lqQki|ig §gJi|«> in his ¥n^ 
c<^\tecii;g <mly, witl^ ^iytei of shprt #; 

ciqlfl, and \^ i^«f aj)ftve d^spnltieiA de«|liH 
thrfi^tfn^ng attitude. On th<e ot^« ^_ 
gh.c^t ^as §J;iU n^easjimig the geawi^i 
his he^blge^ing frpm the Wpw. ?«?^, 
ing in tfe§ mm,% Hey ; the Ui^^fliiW. 
tb^a^tenwiif^ \m fa^l wvering bi9 My. 

t^ Ti^i^^x v^. pf a «9d0«^9. 1^ hQS? 
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Tbis ]Mt circunistaofie at once ua« 
Wv^Xkd the mji^ry to the beholders, 
^bey with bursts of merriment hasten 
tQ raise their old acquaiiitanee ex;daisi»^ 

^^ By my troth ! if it han't our fiddler ^ 
TmSof^h! Ai:|tre pickle he's in! 
drank as a piper, I warrant* Th^ poQV 
F^Uiw must have baen short of a flight, 
of staini* as bis own room lies exactly. 
f^TBrtbin/ 

When thay got tlm Musiwn^.^ 
his legs, they perceived the blow he 
hadreoeiyed, and^ for encrease of mis- 
baps, the pressure of bis frame, as he 
fell on my bed, had crushed his fiddle 
to pieces, from which, I presume, ori<- 
ginated the crash that mainly added to 
my terrors. 

By this time, I had so far recovered 

* Un petit bout d'oreille, ^chapp^ par bonheur, 
PecouTTit i la fois rimpoature et Perrenr. 

hA FONTAIKg. 
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my senses as to sneak back into my pre- 

tious recess, and, loudly cemplainingr 
of the disturbance, ordered them in a 
tone of high displeasure to remove this 
drunken fellow from my apartment, 
which they did with as much gravity a^ 
they could assume. 

'Soon after, I heard the clock strike 
five. Feeling no further inclination to 
doze, and entertaining no great parti- 
ality for my present quarters, I arose, 
dressed mj^self, went down, left the 
biouse and pursued my journey. 



« • 



CHAP. XlTl. 



THE ABDUCTION OF A CORPSE 1 



I had not been long in the open Bit, 
before I was convinced that either, the 
clock or the moon had committed, a 
mistake ; for, by that planet'9 altitude, 
I judged it ocMild be no more than three. 
It fro^e still with unabated intenseness ; 
jet, on I pushed, partly laughing at 
the late ^venture,, partly upbraiding 
my courage with cowardice. Determi* 
nately, bowerer, making a resolution 
that, in whatever terrifie attire any fu« 
ture object should be arrayed, I would 
manfully fiice the foe and detect the 
impostui*e. 
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Thus steeled against futwe oontin- 
geneies I walked sevoral miles ; when* 
by the light of the moon, then at its full 
altitude in ftstne^.sl^j, /(i^ied in the 
distance something I thought very 
strange and rather ominous, resting 

^gaisi8t> a gate by ik^jfmA »d^ I baA 
to pass. 

In the name of wonder ! what could 
this be? 

inow.neared.it with more cautious 
steps. 

As L a|^roached« my eye riveted' 
on the apparitioq, it mwe and more 
assuimed« tlie resemblance of a Corpse^ 
wrapped in its winding she^. A few 
paces more cony inoed me of the trutib. 
It actually proved , a hmnan body, da^ 
priced of life ! 

' Whether its death was occasiona^Jby 
acts of violence or not, h durst not 
make ^pproaphes sufficiently near to 
ascertain; bi^ kept on the eyamina* 
tion at a respectful distance^. Hqw^ 



thmitm. I wpintBAmyauU mp^tmMcbi 
ar-pilckefi cdun^ aw t^mmhl»:mBtm 

'Ehe coiaenag^ ins iidliokil.wav ira^^ 
only aUbfiieds flo^tiKiMiv ibiur i^u ;.. kc 
iiM^tI]ato£am6kiml]»lundB^ ttaapA- 
QMS andistillnflH^of death wemi|Mwu|; . 
bfrirno maxks o£i4olepce:nDr tearic^ t£ 
IrfMiLooaldilw paroflirodi^ 

' la tfttt fl[ittdatf:of tte i3oq)eoitciraa:1ina: 
uidbokfid'fonapipearanoaJBttgipested^ <mk. 
lodkiag aoDnniL meior aflsistaB0% it 
dsamaed: two.nwn cpmingp? txmwib ni9;) 
iastl|e.t»ickIhadbpai6ecL Thfiy/wenfci 
still hat, off., yaib h ooiiM disoemiitilBli. 
they caniedl oitoMar ooififla, w(Bdi}.kii. 
nynjueaBBd: praneaesa to Tien? an^naik 
▼iogobjactHUK tfiqipeal ligte^ 
dKnbtlmaiiiurdered as wcU aftiltot4>afi 
that Ihea siDodLbrfoie ma. 

-lididknotLimtlbMr iwaier!!appnao|ti 
tltadanul of being;aIso^iiia<2fr a&coqmtt 
i^ffar6Wiaigstpiiijr.ftalrc IllanoeckBiiK^ 
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way thmugh die l^gpet {mj iespect 
tut the dead forbade my atteipptuig 
the gate) lan aciaos a fieU, ttea ano* 
tber, whidi.broaght.]iie..into a-laae. 
IJere I todk breath, and looked about 
me,, hi^fard, . panting, and wild. . 

» By the direction of the. lane, I c<m» 
cloded that it .would lead -me into the 
main road I had quitted* : After tarBjr- 
ing a sufficient time to enable the m«r- 
decors, wlmt^ver they were g(»Bg', to 
be &r. on their way, I proceeded 
tkro^gh aU its tortuosities, tiU 1 came 
to a miserably cottag^. or; rather 4ibTei« 
But, what. wad my; tenor, when just: 
in the. act of noaking enquiries of .its 
iwnates, I cbcdbeld again, aot fiir off" 
mmd: coming . te^ards me, the s^me 
IQMA Still £9«^ry ing their lifebsrbfirdeft ! * 

1 iUghtLy. judging, that I. had not 
been observed^ 1 shrank inta wme >«b» 
vi^. in the. bank:. among bushes: and 
briars, . and spied the vUlaias nmkittg 
for. Ihis bouse; svhich <&^^emdwith 
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their unresistii^ btird^D* On Uinr 
cksing tfie door, I : caatieusty^ (my . 
oittiid too nluch ehgrasMid with the 
dimded deadly daagcrs to nmki the 
blood, triGkling down from the panc^ 
ture of thorns,) . skidked oat of my con-* . 
cealment,. and (aade the be»t 4>f the 
way to the lugh rood , 'which no sooner 
had I gained, than on casting a fearful 
eyex)n the gate to ascertain whether.die^ 
corpse I had left was sdll these, I .beheld 
a. Qmnba* of perscNas collected on the 
very spot,vand heard a yoice in. tremenr 
ifafos 'aceeats hollaing, out : 

: ^^If^you offin* to stir^ you.aoe a deadi> 
man.'^ And a long barreled gun, whidvr 
Gil Bias would, hayie .called an J^sieo^ 
p4Ue^ was levelled at my breast : whenk : 
upon Lbecaune asstijl w though I^wete* 
a.cor|»e'mys^. . They then all caoie 
up, and seoaiii^ me hy tibie c6lkr in a 
yf»y MMieifemoiiiou&.manner, dvdeMd^ 
ma toifartirethjeri?iy.I:h«dslioien^ - > 

i i .toM dmn in a piteous ionettiiat I . 
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nmf> a tewelkr; who tpd^ nowii gtdhBu 
a «% m 119^^ life; baibiiiat hha4ijmm 
Baek two mria aamgdsg ililD n^^uttage^ 
at»1im iMMoM^ofrjECttlane^ » dtod> M^ 
senevrhafc Moaifor to tbiitT whadi» l» hadt 
sMft: ptaoeobagakiafe limgfitB^ 

Wpoa this aa}uiaiifi% ^ef, ipbioiagp 
raa^kt the eentm, ]»i0caadBcb tMmwbi 
the oc^age, faut^iniso^dyaordmljii^iiiai^ 
nfiivaBf ta.affi>id» tha viUiaas-tiiiidip ooh. 
tiiseiof'th^ appmadi. '^Hbe'dbomrwi 
easUj^huvrt <^pei^ hat'the perpelniank 
o^tfaehoirid^eed had&fltid, ka^fiag I^- 
hind the body, wtether^ot* the hmto^ 
OD^hooKin: species, tiie^aaxt paniig^ph 
ivill/tell; 

' ▲ fill Hog haTing^ beaa^Ulbdviai A« 
snail piibliehaaae, hungt innstato^ em^ 
o^akd .uadfiKHii idath, ens it^shaalli m^ 
daRSft-tbd^peratira of diawat|(»i. fjmmo' 
dajruMiiae^ dieoldfvmimuiM^thebausp^ 
dinAsi. she.hadlsBaatMisiedtdiwnusiava^ 
ooveredt^i9WtA.id|e(|l:, nauAjkti^lm^pwti 
ittmkef^rMnj ;HdiH$b»c«ieBMi^^iiaMa 
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teke place this very moiining. The 
^o men who hnlkiB into the dwdling 
with intent to steal the animal, in the 
hitny of t^tpicMkMi, kit. told of the 
fiist likdy object in view, which prov- 
ed to be the Lady. On perceiving their 
mistake, they IsdGb theii: biped where I 
first found it, and returned for the 
mwe valuable quadruped, which they 

lWF«M^%>ffi ijetsiining in. t|ie wijr 
ilGt:^ n^^ted above. 

%r ^tinae, Ae Readfr. wi^||je;5!jli(?i5. 
tsJMi Irat a very, in^fienent qpiiiioqi fff 
i|i)(.nuN>liQodj and, to tell the trql^ 1, 

Ii«W»9*»!i»% lf,so»l€ju».pnlyl^p^jal^ 



OHAIP. xiriMi 



oxFoaa 



IN retracing mentally the features of 
the two last feats, I cerfeiinly did not 
enter Oxford en Triomphateur.—- * 
duite the ' reverse ! crest fallen and in 
a' most unpractical mode, I proceeded 
tt) one of the few Inns that were open 
tfavis early, and, with the bribe of one 
shilling', induced the chamber-maid to 
shew me into a bedroom. I slept till 
ten and c4me down much refresh^. 
Breakfast detained me till eleven, when 
I left the place, taking the Uxbridge 
road. 

/^And can you be such a barbarian, 
such an ostrogoth, as to leave, witfi so 
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little ceremony, the- city of. Oxford, 
containikig the &vst Vnivem$y in the 
Universe?" 

**Why, sir, I had seeti it seveMl 
times before, and can only repeat what 
tfaoasaiids hare sai<l.'^ 

♦*Btit what is yodr opinion of the- 
public buildings ?** 

"They are very fine/^ 
' ••Of the coHfeges P^ ' 

•*ThiBy Itr^ richly endowed, I am 
told/*. ; 

•* Of the libraries?" , ^ 

••^bme learning and mudi lumber 
are' looked up in them." « ' . 

"Of the theatre?" * 

♦i^Too good; for the exhibitions/^ 

•'The Principals, Professons, and- 
Tutors are men of deep learniiigy you 
must admit«"^ 

••"As much so, probably^ and juM: in^ 
the same way as their predecessors." - 

••Their veli^mis teilets are stridfy 
orthodox." 



•• • 
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** Agreed. 

"They keep go^ taWe*.'* 

..«*AgM«i.'* 
" You will not 4«fty *b«* lli« st»> 

clMitsArebv«)«f bt np as t|i«yri)om4 ^" 

«Tbey come froin t|M)ir |»i«l9(7^ 

schools with a gtendtrstoreof Iwuqhig, 

they acquire in tfai« pl9<e » }m/g!^ Shve 

q| f^sbifimbW )Kn0vl^99: iimy a>e 

afterwards turned into the world, ^WA* 
pounds of the fop md tll« p«dvlW 

*' WiU do for tibft ptooe^'-4^ti9)M 






>» 



'' YQttm^ho«9€ra«r«iiW^«wl^ that 
m wen «f t BteixiP m . ,>>. "' 
i ^^Thsgr fuasi,. eiMi mv\ » (n i nnte «^ 

centuries behind. WhateT«r:t>Mi)uM«h 

fo>rQ«ikiii«a.th«Pit ^laiiU^ v<Ml(i(h«r 
r«et^; t<» ihife f»»^ old ^ti ini gftg n 

tiiiieo when the quiet of ,tlie;.f|^^M^ 



V99 HsdJaiprlwd hf iemw^ttiom^ l» 

their ^^ffwm ^ MViPmpiift WHfmh 

mm^t^ pWiJosftphy? m4 theinrwiipii- 

iQufi 9ittemptB te i»evttit tiie MtMduer 
tion of modei^a knowledge, they lesem* 
ble a set of obstinate bigots, who, im^ 
mured in some ancient crazy building, 
stop up ever jT window a|i4 previce, con<* 
tending that the light emitted from their 
p^iny candles is all the light that is 
necessary, and who wait till the boose 
tumble about their ears, to be convinc- 
ed of their error/^ 

" This is very severe/' 

^^ Can you say that it is untrue ?— 
However, let me not be unjust. The 
masters and students are not in them** 
selves worse than at other places, but 
they must partake of the vioe^ of the 
Institution. 

O, Oxfwd ! town of sloth, of glu<> 
tony, and of syllogisms! where the 
old are narrow-minded, and the young 
frivolous, O, Oxford ! Adieu ! In .^uest 
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6^ sene, knowl^ge and liberalitj, I 
cannot be too far from thy walls. 

* "^O Paris ! rille de braiC, de fdm^e et de' 
bone, oi^ Ie» bommes ne oroient pins k rhon- 
iiMir HI les femmes i^ la Terto. O Paris! 
Aditeu. Nous cherchons le bonheur, Tamoiir* 
I'lnnocence, nous ne setoas jamais asses loin 
de toi. 

ROUSSEACy EMILE» VOL. III. 



« « 



CHAP. XTIII. 



THE FOX-HUNT. 



ABOUT three miles from Oxford^ 
my ear was greeted ^vith the musical 
notes of hounds, which a true sports^ 
man prefers without hesitation to the 
sublimest strains of Handel or Haydn^ 
—(beg pardon— ^hese names are now 
obsolete — I meant of Mozart or Rossi- 
ni, who are however following in the 
same direction,) but for which, though 
nature gave me ears she gave me no ean 
• Sometime after, the Fox contrived to 
deceive its pursuers, and, crossing the 
road a little before me, took a despe- 
rate leap down a high bank, and dis 
. «pj)ieared under a sort of<lrain. 
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Short was tbe respite ; for soon came 
up the hounds with foaming mouths, 
and lolling tongues, and a score of 
huntsmeii gstioping msA hallooing^ 
aAerthem. However, on reaching fte 
bank, men and dogs were at fault. — 
In that dileoniaav it was* enquired of 
me which waj the fox took. 

Now, seeing Reynard beset by so 
Amy ilneniiesr ^hirstiiig< Ibr hiii bl^d, 
or rather, huihg^ng after his Inrurii^' I 
bought it but £iir and. honota'raUe to 
side with the weaker party, even theiH 
oiily t^o: agiEunst mai^y scores, (hoitai 
and hounds includedr) Fearful odds 
4liese ! ki consequence I informed tlie 
emjuirers that the- aniwal teidrua tor 
d^Uer in a distant coppice I^ pointed 
out. Upon this iiiformatioo, they 
stMve- to entice the dogs in ttait^ divec* 
tion; but thewi8(^ animals perseveiv 
lag, recovered the soent, gave^ tongue 
and soon found out tSieir victim^ whose 
death terminatod the sav'age i^Kivt. 



166 

M Mt ptoeeodtod fyf^ h€fcfi^ 1 #tts 
overtaken bj a cavalcade of the' i^p6ft- 
ing g^enlfy, ^ houndfik patiiiiig at 
the horsed heelsw I felt tiiHmkMed hy 
tile sound ai w<Mrd8< Hffl^e^ Sq a 
gw#ltiig aeeeRt, that no ki^nesii^ WW 
iirtended. Seeing' no ehanee ef escaped, 
I waited their eommg u{S ^ith M«ie 
shew of resolution. Thefost 



'^Isay, yott,felk>w! how came joa 
to deceive us respecting the &$■ ^ 

And eve 1 could reply, tlie trotting 
tre^ surrounded me* 

<^ Why, gentfemeiivsitid 1^ assutntt^ 
as BSitch* pleasantry as fisarwootdalloTf^ 
yon wero so many against ib» poor 
devil, that I thought it^ umgenerous to 
tari^ evidence against himv'^ 

"Turn evidence! turn evidence !—• 
Whom have wo got here i An I li¥e,. it 
must be some pett}^4i^gger of ai&iiwy««, 
padding the road in qnefittff a &eV^ 
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'loib» tttj^h of tbift fipp^UatiKHf al- 
most every tongue assenting, . anothcik- 
cried: 

^^ No wonder he sided with the fox: 
thenar, both of the s^meb^ed" 

This remark, creating a laugh, sug- 
gested also the idea of another hunt, 
which doubtless would afford them 
equal isport : and, with shouts and peals 
of merriment, thej intimated that a 
start of three hundred yard's would be 
allowed me, ere the dogs should be let 
loose en the scent. 

I no>y remembered Parson Adam's 
piteous case, but was by no mean^ 
willing to allow them a similar treat at 
my cost. 1 stood seemingly unmoved 
by their vocifemtion, requesting and 
at last obtaining an hearing. 

** Gentlemen ! Notwithstanding the 
sport such a chace would 'afford, ye are 
bonoumble liien ; therefore top fond of 
iair play, I am sure, to punish the inno^ 
cent for the guilty." 



*TJow ! will you 4eoy being the reiy 
person who told its that ^Ipehood ?" 

Not de«n«ng it polilacal to reply to 
that quiestion, J ifaiw proceeiled : 

" The charge against me is of being 
a petty-^ger ; yet I cap prove, by the 
Kttle yott koow <rf me, that my «»- 
duct respecting the fox has been the 
very reverse of the practice of such 
g&atry," 

"This is coming to the point, saro 
one." ' 

" Well, let us see bow the fellow will 
oontriye to get out 9f the scrape, cri,es 
another.'' 

"Veiy easily, sir.— No petty-fogg^r 
will, knowingly, commit himsejf amy 
way, unless he expects to deriye some 
adequate remuneration for the act.--< 
Now, geotleogien, what benefit coqld^ 
posNbly expect from Reynard for my 
^ideaTOur to save bis life?" 

This reasoning appeared conclusive 
to some. It had the eflM pf creating 
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a diversioD m nly fatotfr. 

^^Damti it, the fellow lias some hu- 
mour/^ says one, — he is a witty clog, 
says another, and they kept eyeing, me 
half relenting, when the arrival of a 
dashing yoang buck put me again in 
jeopardy. The new Comei-'s wrath 
flamed out upon being informed of the 
cause of this disturbance. Forcing \i» 
way through the circle, and bringing* 
up his horse close to me, he declareil 
that such an audacious fellow deserred 
to be soundly horsewhip'd, for having 
presumed to check gentlemen in their 
s]M)ii:. So saying, he shook his whip 
ovier my bead and a murmer of assent 
followed the act. Pi*esence of mind en- 
abled me to perceive, that nothing but 
a show of resistance could extricate me 
from this perilous predicament. 

^^ I have too high an opinion of the 
manhood of the gentlemen present, > 
(bowing rdund) to suppose that ihey 
would fall foul upon a friendless stran* 
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ger, jouj^neying from thotne* But*, if 
^on» sir, ;dioose to.ToAunteer tyc^r ser ^ 
vicesioii'thiBOcoaaion^ you are^at per« 
i^ctlibecty to try the efficaey of yonx 
whip^ rememberingt however^ that, it 
is not impossible for me to wrench the 
JBstrusaent Troii the hands of the £xe^ 
cutioaer, and! to apply it to hU own 
should^a.'^ 

:. , So saying, with . viplifted <^iidgel I 
Hiaitedihi^ atiack. 

As' the pnobable result, of this cbaU 
l^sige: promised some sport, it gay« a 
new. turn. to» the wishes of .many ; bat» 
perceiving the young man undieteiv 
mined, tfaougb with tnudi wrath ide- 
picted on his- countenance, they tried 
te spirit him up to action, staying : : 
. "CoBiCi Geoige, have at hkn, well 
i«»tfiirplay/' .. , 

Hawe^r, as George.was d^^irous of 

being deemed a bold fellow at less lisk^ 

be turped his horse frpfo me^ observjing 

H)»lt^ as L was nqbodyf he woujd k^yo 

i3 
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ootbing to do m«I1i Uie r and^ amidst 
the mniritiefs asd'tamrtStirf^biiFiCAiiqia^ 
nions, rade/nut of tke'rii^':>vilh Ikr 
imB assuTanoe than ^idien he ientmd it. 

Now I thought it higii time to n^e 
my parting «|)oedi. t ' 

''Geallemen, I hope tliat bj dm time, 
all aaimofiit J is subsided. As. fcr me, 
1 can truly aver that I do not 'bear the 
least attimosity taM^aWsattroaeof your 
company; therefore nodbiag 'how we^ 
maims than to wish ydu a peasant ride 
hcNne, Und the enjoyment resuhmg 
imm a Well earned appetite lifter your 
morning^s sport*^^ 

Thns saying, I made my m^j unob* 
stracted) throngh the cirele, land wiib 
a bow, partaking both of the fiomliar 
and the respectftil^ departed ; jmt never 
deeming n^iyself quite safe,- till 1 had 
pla43ed a couple of miles between them 

and me. 

Bat fifoiv, metfainks, cbmastagain tny< 
int)fedulOt<s, giowlii^ critic, gr»m- 



375 

> I daxeMj, tfi ttiofe, be , any: trutii m 
Ahis story, yoa did JMit cDme off so creS. 
4lstiibly as you make it Jbfxe appear. 

Why this ij» baedlf fair; In thestortes 
of the Fiddler and of the Ghost, you 
tacitly suffered me to arraign my own 
valour, and, now, because this latter 
adventure tells more to my credit, you 
attempt to blight the laurel on my 
brow with raising doubts as to the truth 
of the tale. — Sir, whatever was the real 
result of the transaction, the Ga- 
zette affords me numberless prece- 
dents for claiming the victory ; but, 
judging by such futile objections as 
these, one would suppose that you had 
never read in that authentic I'ecord the 
dispatches of our Generals ! Moreover, 
sir, wherefore should you question my 
veracity ? What motive have I to de- 
ceive you, except that whidi arises 
from my endeavours to clothe these 
narrations in such an alluring garb, as 

i5 
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will induce the Public to purcbase the 
work. For this, sorely, cj^ou will not 
blame me. — ^Indeed I should not be h 
fit inhabitant for this worlds if I were 
to neglect the main chance. 






CMAP. XIX. 



THE FUNERAL. 



What, though we wade in wealth, or soar 

. in fame, 
'Earth's highest station ends in." Here he lies/' 
And "dust to dust'' concludes the nohlest song* 

YOUNG. 

I took some refresliment and an 
lionr's rest in a village, half way be- 
tween Oxford and Tetswdrtb, and 
^when within four miles of the last-men- 
. lioned place, where I intended to sleep, 
I observed that the road was to a con- 
.siderable extent lined on both sides 
with a concourse of people, collected 
from the adjacent parts, to >vitness the 
proces&ion of a splendid Funeral If om 
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London ; and I could descry at the ex- 
tremity of a lane, still more crowded 
with spectators, a country Church on 
an eminencei the mooFuful knell of 
whose bells — 

" Flung to the hollow gale their sullen sounds. 
** And now the weH plumed hearse came nod- 
ding on/' 

attended by all the state and pomp^ 
which enable Undertakers to derive a 
comfortable living from the ostentation 
of their Employers. 

The parade in which a mortal is thus 
conveyed to his last tenement, suggest- 
ed to me sttnd^ sflitiirlcnl refleetionv, 
with whidi I would he«e tfeae the Fuh* 
Uo^ buc tfattt lam reanndedfrf'the piiiy 
remark : — li i$ ga^dfi^ trade. A satiiU 
flM^tory answer, this, in our eonmier- 
dal nsrtion to all objections. 1 shall 
therefore pass on, leaving the gazers to 
an entertainment so Well suited to 
tlieir taste. 

I rfaehed Tetsworth in good time. 



«4^#)^ilfp, in QMmi^Vf^^tit^f in I^q fjitiii 
jre^x, pf Ilia age^ U^^e vf^snt noble Clii^fVf 
James Adolphus YillierSy Marquis pf Sea- 
ford. Baron of Saltspray, &c. &c. 

IB is Lordisbip married Eleonor Whitby; 
^tfu^eM of Morelaiidi by trhem Ite had twe 
liMglNlery 9fld one jim, iviiosahmla theti* 
Ue .Afid jprittcipal euUU^p tbe xeolaliOf i^Imc^ 
is supjjjosed to exceed £dO,OUO. The, 1^ 
Marquis had besides in the funds property to 
tlie amount of £200^000, which, by hia will, 
4^YQlve& 4e the two daughters. 
- ma Lonkiiip/ once hei4 a place of hi(^ 
4rjMt ia afor^ner. njiJB^Mry; bolt aiibi(imii(ii» 
iQg that sitaation» a pension of £^^QQO wMf 
granted to him, which he enjoyed to the hour 
of his death. 

Now, I neither grudge him his land* 
ed rental, his property in the funds^ his 
rank, nor the number of jears he had 
been in the enjoyment of all those ; but 



I do gmigt him the J6i000 a-j^faie 
received ftoaa tke treasury. I ixssert 
tigoA a Nobfeinaii, a wttkhjr Brtfieh 
Peer, ovght.to hemhwe'Wiotivfmg^nY 
from from the.|>ttbtie parae, he lam flier* 
vices whatever tfaej may. I mi>reover 
assert that, if there be any act that calls 
more loudly for personal degradation, 
it is that by which an individual, al- 
ready Iiigbly favoured by the State, and 
wallowing in wealth, filches from his 
impoverished countrymen, and for a 
considerable number of years thousands 
of pounds, without having performed 
one si ngle service upon record ! VI here 
was his Lordship's pride when he stoop* 
ed to become a participator — a gainer 
in the scandalous thinsnction. 

IJowever weak were his faculties, he 
mast have known, that .every shilling 
voted in Parliament is expressly voted 
for the service of the State only : he 
$nusi be ceilain that the <£5,000 yearly 
salary did not come oat of the minis- 
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ter's pockets Ha must therefore knmi 
' that he received, every year, 'sr> ccmsi- 
denible a sium from the jhamis of iiiin, 
wbo must hAye ifmrhined it firoiki the 
public purse, for Considerations which, 
as ttieir were never made kn6wn, w§ are 
justified in viewing^: as disgracef iil to 
the parties. Supposing* the Marquis of 
Seaibrd to have had any delieacj of 
ieel)!ig:,.>in ivhat Iig4it must he' have 
considered himself, when he gave his 
arinual receipt for Bums, thus obtained, 
amounling in the whole to upwardi^ of 
jtlOO,OoO! 

It may be here objected in the court-* 
ly ianguag'e of the times, that wbatv 
everimproprietif there might have been 
in the original transaction, as the JVIar- 
quis was regularly in the habit of recei- 
ving these sums, it would naturally tend 
to lessen the acuteness of his feelings on 
that head, so, at last, he would be in- 
duced to consider the apprapriation of 
them in 4i ligUt, not more blameable. 
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J do gmigt him the J6;000 a-jre^rhe 
teeekved from the treasury. I mmert 
tk$it a Nobkman, a wMhhy Brtftth 
Peer^ oaght. to be wi^ve reoehriiig wty 
nm from the pubUe porte, he fak eer* 
vices whatever the J may. I niioreOTer 
assert that, if there be any act that calls 
more loudly for personal degradation, 
It is that by which an individual, al- 
ready highly favoured by the Stitfe, aad 
wallowing in wealth, filches from his 
impoverished countrymen, and for a 
considerable number of years thousands 
of pounds, without having performed 
one single service upon record ! M here 
was bis Lordship's pride when he stoop- 
ed to become a participator — a gainer 
in the scandalous trans^iction. 

IJowever weak were his faculties, he 
must have known, that .every shiilin^r 
voted in Parliament is expressly voted 
for the service of the State only : he 
$nusi be ceitain that the ^5,000 yearly 
salary did not come oat of the minis- 
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ter's packet; * Uamiist thiefefiiire JauM 
' that he received, &irery year, so cmisi^ 
^erable a aum frcnari the hands of bim^ 
who must hskre ifmrloiTied it iroiki the 
public purse, for Considerations wliicli, 
as thev were nev^r made kn6wn, we are 
justified in viiei^'ing . as disgraceftil to 
the parties. Sapposing the Marquis of 
Seafiird to have had any delicacy of 
teeling^,'in ivhat ligiit must he' have 
coasidered himself, vdien he gave his 
atmital receipt for mtms, thus obtained, 
amounling in the whole to upwards of 
ieiO0,0O0! 

it may be here objected in the courts 
]y langus^e of the times, that what^ 
exev impropriety there might havebeen 
in the oi-iginal. transaction, as the JVIar- 
quis was regularly in the habit of recei-- 
ring these sums, it would naturally tend 
to lessen the acuteness of his feelings on 
that head, so, at last, he would be in* 
dueed to consider the appropriation of 
them in 4i ligbt, not more blameable, 
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tiM» if-ttejrAmiMl «]k^t in the iwtai 
«f h» pstriiMiiial eilftteft. 

I unMrei^— A lepelitian of the deed 
mAj tends ito mggrnmte the eMnrntf 
ot the ofieiiee. A Ibjon em%Qed «t 
tiie bar end centicted of eriiMeAf imi# 
m the habit of repeating^ woold he 
tieired in no other light than that of a 
hardened villw^ and the for^t of hie 
lift the de«er?ed penalty for his mis- 
deeds : yet the wretch could plead po- 
Terly^ plndiing want, in extenuation 1 
. Bat, as for his Lordship— 

Even discarding every imputation 
of g^lty it is nevertheless as meaai an 
aet as ever was oommitted by the most 
ab|eet htmiah being. 

I make no ap<dogy fer tlie warmth of 
these expressions : indeed I shonld bate 
Inyself, were I to feel otherwise than 
indignant at tnmsactions of that natnre, 
which tio Bopbirtry, however plausible^ 
no precedents, however numerous, can 
in tratb extenuate. Broacl arsd deep is 
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the Km of demMliiitMii between virhie 
and vice : it 19 for the iiiteiwt of socie* 
ty that the limits of eadi be laadefip- 
ptrent to tl}e <^i^^ -^gl^t) m tbat» 
with judgment unUassed^ the rewards 
and puaishmeBts in this wotld be dealt 
ont acoordingly. 

But let us leave this disgraceful tc^pic 
and fever t to gayer scenes. 



• « 



•V • •• ' 



CmA9. XX. 



ECCE CRISPINUS! 



NEXT morning, I was within six 
miles of High-Wy comb, when the sub- 
ject of mj Play again engrossed my 
thoughts. From one idea to another 
I was led to consider, what would pro- 
bably be the state of my mind, should 
the Manager think proper to deny its 
representation, as not suited to the taste 
of the times or from any other cause. 
I felt that, at first, I should experience 
much dejection ; but the buoyancy of 
my spirits regaining the ascendency, sa- 
tisfied me that the caprice or ignorance 
of a manager could not alter the nature 
of the perfonnance ; that, at all events, I 
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had^ep«ib(i6 to appeal to throtigli the 
medium of tlte press ; thati fihocild, eveii 
then, jastiee be denied me, posterity 
wottlct not &il to rectify the erroneous 
de<^^ions of my cooteitiporartes ; aud 
that, though in the mean time poverty 
witk its train of bardsliips would pro- 
bably be my lot, f was yet in the 
prime of life, blet^t with' healthy 
strength and talents; carrying with 
meliie most enviable of all possessions, 
the mens^sana in corpore mno. 
'I. care not, cried I aloud, repeat- 
ing' jt$nth«i«i8stieal1y thi$ stanza from 
Tliomp$on^s • " Castie of Indolence^— « 

" I care not, Fpriune, what you me de^y : - 
You cannot rpb ma of free nature'9 grace. 
You cannot shut the windows of the sky*- 
Through which Aurora shews hier brightniug 

face : 
VoQ eannot bar my constant feet to tiriiee 
Tbe woods and lawns by living streams alevei 
Let health my nerves and finer fibres brace, ., 
And I their toys to Ibe great children leave ; 
Of fancy, reafon, virtue, nought can me be* 

reave.*' - . * 
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^ Nir soQttier h^: I randliiM^ Ate 1 
heand « Toifie»» efcclaimifigc 

*f Extranelijr, wcJI, ^poa my honpmr I 
aod Ibe stress^ tuo^lvidiA tbepiOfiar 
plaees^ — Sir, yon «Hre of the Mo^ I 
prettnine.^' 

Then did I urHness a middio<*«ged 
parsonage, father portly thatt ^har^ 
ivtee, with a droll, roundish, uiiharii^ 
fol ^ce^ avrayed ia a mMt ridiculoiia 
and ificoBg^rtioiia loamier. I staged at 
the unusual appearance, ia«ileat entail^ 
'iabuient. Ilfs, probably, presuming the 
attitude affected, fell iAtoacwr^poiHl? 
ingf one, and, ^iib theatrical gealiin^ 
spcHUled <mt these wmds; . 

^ — lliat, in tills lonely tnck, 

A •oul'to mine congenial I shooM meet^ 

Great Jove> I thank tliee ! 

'^ Six:^ I ain highly fayoured Tilth sp 
poetifcal a« address,--rYo« are a /»Zajf- 
er, Ipieninae*'^ 

*< Sir; in acknowledging myself sueh, 
prood and liappy should I feel, could 



And bowHigto m^ trith an air xtf'con^ 
eeited if^6doiri and feHowshtp, this 
Original, placing himself by my side; 
on we walked together. 

Hit wore a hat that, in better day»; 
h^ been a ooeked one, probably puri- 
loined tnm^ some ihop^s wardrobe, iti^ 
bMid^brim fkpping up and dowit at 
^etf sifep in irr^ular osctUationii. 
Time had partially mdlowed the giq^eC^ 
^ bis gt^een coat into a ydlowidi tinge, 
the jsoberness <^ which was, however* 
coonterbalanced by a bright, sky-blue 
^k waistcoat, much of the tinsel still 
adhering theremito, with deep, old- 
ihshioiled pockets, hanging low down 
over dark crimson plush panttioom, 
wbith, in times of yore^ had been the 
bri^hes of some giant, the knee-bah^s 
&£ the same reaching somewhat below 
the present Wearer^s calves, each thigh 
of such an amplitude as coold take in 
his whote body. 
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Such the garb (the whole probiiU j 
.obtained, no nmtier bow, froin some 
play house) in which, this modern son 
of Thespis was arrayed. His conver- 
sation, like his dress, was slobby fine, 
consisting of cant words, picked up in 
j>ot-honses, and flowery expressions 
collected from plays and novels. Yet 
it proved vivacious, tha^fore enteitain- 
iug; full of anecdotes, of w)ii(th he 
inostly » as the principal herot apd in 
which truth had no other share than 
what was indispensable to aiff>rd some 
probability to the tale. 

I could hardly mention any person 
of lynk or fame, - but he claimed some 
intimacy with him, with the help of 
such anecdotes as these. 
. ** Aye, aye 1 1 know him full welK* — 
^ clever chap— a gentleman all over — 
a close dog ! — ^Why, sir, he is worth a 
power of money. — ^Oh ! Oh ! now that 
you are speaking of my Lord lU;^* 
mouth, I can tell you that his Lordship 
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.6fBt Aomxu to a yei;y porticuliu* fiiwd 
of mine. — .What ! do you know ^ 
(2tMle^i ^h? An odd. fish that! many 
a good, bottle and a good story have w« 
:<^tacked togetber.'r-'Andy now J think 
on't, there is James Adolphus Corne- 
Jiii» Lavil, of Loril Hall, in the coun- 
Py of Stilop, Esquire.^ The .very last 
:tipie. we met, I b^t hinK by a brace of 
jbifidg at a shooting aa|atch«*^But I 
must by no meanaomit.my lady Sit- 

< well and her three accomplished daugb- 
tens : I am such a monstrous favourite 
lofttheirs. Indeed my last benefit ip 
iWorcester was patronized by her Lady- 
jikip^ th^ boiLes were filljed bya])tb0 
«nink. and fashion of the place: and a 
4bampii^ house, it was/^ 

< From such topics I brought him i)|ir 
/on the subject of the drama, and here he 
overwhelmed me with (EHich a torreiM pf 
;pas^ge8, tnastjy from the tragip poets, 
spouting them put . in so preposte.^119 
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/ do gnigt him the J6;000 ^k-yesarht 
received from tke tv^emwy. I afisert; 
fi^ a Nobleman, a wealthy BritJah 
Peer, oagh t . to be ttinve re c eiving aay 
mam from the pubUe porte, he hm mr* 
vices whatever thej may. I moreover 
assert that, if there be any act that calls 
more loudly for personal degradation, 
It is that by which an individual, al- 
l-eady highly favoured by the Stitfe, and 
wallowing* in wealth, filches from his 
impoverished countrymen, and for a 
considerable number of years thousands 
of pounds, without having peribrnied 
one single service upon record ! M here 
was bis Lordship's pride when he stoop- 
ed to become a participator — a gainer 
in the scandalous transiiction. 

IJowever weak were his faculties, he 
must have known, that every shilling 
voted in Parliament is expressly voted 
for the service of the State only : he 
$nust be certain that the ^5,000 yearly 
salary did not come oat of the minis- 
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ter'« packet. Ha must therefore imom 
' that he received, ewety yeut^ 'm consi- 
demble a sum from the liands of bim, 
who most hexve .fmrlamed it iioili the 
public purse, for Considerations which, 
astbey were nev^r made kn6wn, we are 
justified in viie^'ing^: as disgraceful to 
the parties. Supposing the Marquis of 
Seafiird to have had any delicacy of 
foelitig,.']n what liglit must he hare 
considered himself, when he gave his 
atinual receipt for sums, thus obtained, 
ainounling in the wliole to upwards of 

ie:ioo,ooo ! 

it mav be here objected in the courts 
\y language of the times, that whal% 
exev impropriety there might have been 
in the original, transaction, as the JVIar- 
quis was regularly in the habit of recei* 
ving these sums, it would naturally tend 
to lessen the acuteness of his feelings on 
that head, so, at last, he would be in- 
duced to consider the appropriation of 
them in a light, not more blameable, 
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Tlifi PART OF. LOTHARIO 

A YQVHG ^B^TLSMAN QF !0UAT PBOlfflSX, 

K£S1DING IN THIS TOWN. 

Being his First appearance on this or any 

other stage. 

The trifling sum pocketed, encourag-^ 
ed him to proceed in a profession that, 
seemed to flatter his idle and vagrant 
disposition. It had been followed for 
about twelve years, attended with its 
Mtta/ concomitants — poverty and con- 
tempt He added that he was now on 
his way to Kent, as one of a very re- 
spectable company of comedians, per- 
forming at Maidstone : he being- enga- 
ged to enact the parts of a Xor^r !-Oh! 
where in nature could a Ladtf be found, 
to match this amatory Gentleman ? 

To the above statement, it need 
scarcely be added, that this hero of the 
buskin formed one out of that numer- 
ous fraternity, who, as Fielding avers 
of Mr. Partridge, do not entertain any 
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very strict notions ofmeum and tuum. 
Indeed, pass but a few hoars, my pre- 
sent fellow traveller will prove himself 
a most unscrupulous ad^t in unlaw- 
ful conveyances. Alas, at my cost and 
much to my grievous vexation ! 



CHAIP. XKti 



THE BOOKSELLER. 



THE CLERGYMAN. 



GLAD I felt, when my companion of 
his own accord, parted from me as we 
entered Wycomb, for I was contriTtDg' 
how I could decently shake him off, 
unwilling to be publicly seen, attend- 
ant on a personage so very grotesque. 
After the enjoyment of my morning 
meal, in crossing the market place on 
my way to Beaconsfield, a bookseller^s 
shop attracted my notice, the usual 
place of attraction for gentlemen of the 
quill — I went in«*~The owner, per- 
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iMi»Higme» whipped b^ind the coun- 
ter, and bending eomplaissmtly fbr« 
wanl) his.knnekles resting on the frame 
txf a glaoMsase, asked me in a very gra« 
cioiis manner, what I was pleased to 
want. 

^^ Ptaj, sir, have >70u got a small 
edition of ChiWGhill ?^^ 

'« Churchill, sir! Chuichill. Hem! 
The ReTerimd, I presume. 

"Yes, though he seldom, if ever, 
affixed that epithet to his name.'' 

«Thomab!— " 

"See among our catalogue of ser- 
mon books, if ihere be any of the Rev. 
Mr. ChurchilPs.'' 

" Pshaw, man ! Churchill wrote 
^oems, not sermons/'* 

" Oh, ho ! so he did.— Beg pardon 
for the mistake. Then, Thomas^ yoM 

* After all, our Bdok-vendef happened idt 
ha right. Chaf^hi'll did wfite aelteoas. 
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^ill find them perhaps amongst bur 
poelrj /^ • . 

The lad' returned empty handed. 

*^ I am sorry, sir, that we have none 
left^ and now I recollect, when I wrote 
last to town for a lot of Churchill's, he 
happened to he out of print/ Is there 
any thing else I can serve you ?*^ 

" Why no. In point of books I am 
afraid vou have none that will suit me/' 

^^Book^, sir, books! why that is the 
least pMt of my trade." 

" You astonish me. Wherefore then 
is the appellation of Bookseller the on- 
ly one you assume ?" 

"Very true, very true; but I sell 
besides all sorts of things, such as sta^ 
tionary of every description, umbrellas, 
parasols, sealing wax,' hair powder, 
perfumery, cards of all sorts, tooth 
brushes, patent medicines, lottery'^ 
tickets, pocket books, pen-knives, seals, 

t Thank Government for t^e suppresAion 
of that mode of publie plunder. 
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rings and other trinkete ; music, fiddle 
strings, horns, violins and flutes, &c. 
and keep also a circulating library/' 

** So you keep a circulating library : 
it consists chiefly of novels, 1 suppose ?'' 

"Yes, sir, and of the very best in 
town, I assure you ; I have 'em airfresh 
as they come out from Mr. Lane's, Mi- 
nerva, Leaden-hM Street."J 

This was no great recommendation 
to me. 

" I trust, however, that Mr. Lane's 
publications liave not caused my old 
friend Fielding to be discarded." 

'^Tliomasl" 

« Sir—" 

Look out Fielding for the gentleman 
in the catalogue of novels and tell us 
the number. 

While the lad was turning over the 
leaves of the catalogue, I amused my- 
self with reading the various titles on the 
backs of the books. — €k)odGod! What 

t Now Mr. Newman's. 
k3 
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a fajBtrrotvi&g lisft of the horrific passed 
in review before me !^— There wene Ifae 
Nocturoal Knight, the Haunted Gas- 
tie, the White Phftntcmi, the Bloody 
tQhost, the Howling iVnitent, the Sulv 
terraneous Cavern, th& Disn of Deaths 
the Havoc of Destruction, &c. fcc.*^ 
with German Robbers, and Italian Ban- 
ditti, ad injinitum^ not to mention the 
Fair Mulatto, the Benevolent Turk, 
and the Recluse of the Andes.^^Yet 
there was also^^HfiaMspROKG I'^I 
question wliether Mr. Lane's successor, 
among the numerous sins against good 
taste, issuing from his press, has pio^ 
duced a novel of such expiatory effi^ 
cacy. 

"Sir, I can't find him says the pren« 
tice. — Fielding is not amongst our n(0^ 
vels. 
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*' Not find him t I cixelaimed — why 
here is one of the v^ry books'' produc- 
ing a volume of Tom Jones. 

" Begging your pardon, sir, the lad 
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is rigiit. This isiTooit ^on^ I thpuglit 
you asked for Fielding." 

I stared,, but said nothing, and r^-r 
turned, the Toluiqe iato its^:^ plage, of 
course not entert^iuing the highest opi- 
nioa of thii^ Bookseller's^ es;tenl; of learn^ 
iug.» But I W9S repaid in ki^^ : the sig- 
nificant glance he exchange with his 
assistant shewed, that they esulted not 
a littlein my iguoranoe, for living cal« 
led 4 novel by a wrc^ng u^me^ 



^' Well, Master Sampson^'' ejaculated 
a pompous, sonorous and somewhat 
jocular Clergyman, who now stalked 
into the shop, and who by his well con- 
ditioned array, plump, rosy counte* 
nance, and stateliness of manner, I 
deemed, had every reason to be an Op- 
timist. — ^" Well Master Sampson ! what 
fresh stock of knowledge have you 
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lately imported from the Metropolis ?^^ 
^^Oli, sir, said I, turning to the £n« 
quirer, master Sampson is the most ge- 
nerous disseminator of knowledge I ever 
knew. The whole contents of his Li- 
brary he bestows upon bis neighbours, 
hardly retaining the title pages tor 
imself." 

** Ah, ah, ah ! Very good I protests 
There Sampson, the gentleinan has bit 
you on a vulnerable place. — 

You are a stranger in these parts, I 
presume sir,*' — 

--Taking out a gold snuffbox. — 

" 1 am a Herefordshire man." 

** Aye aye! I hare sey^ral friends, 

who have visited that part of the islands 

A fine country they say V^ 

. —-Opening the same.—* 

" Very fine.'' 

"So I understand/' 

-«- Taking a pinch with due deliberation.. — 

" Our five Ws ai'e proverbial." 
*^ 1 am at a loss to understand in what 
sense ?" 
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— Here a silk kerchief of amplitttde was 
displayed. — 

" Women, wqoI, wood, water, aad 
wine.^^ 

" Very pithy, upon my word ! By- 
wine you mean cider, no doubt ; but 
why should water."-.- ; 

' — Here the kerchief at work in conseqaeoce 
of loud sternutation.— 

"Most of our streams are remarkably 
fine : and who has not heard of the Wye, 
anciently so truly denominated VagaJ*^ 

" True, the Vaga, the wandering 

— Returning tabatiere and kerchief into their 
proper receptacles : — then resuming i- — 

" Pray, sir, has the true scite of Ari- 
(conium been yet ascertained ?'' 

— Now a gold watch, to which a variety of 
trinkets were appended, made its apjiearance. — 

** 1 think not ; nor do 1 conceive that 
there are sufficient data, whereon to 
establisl) even a rational conjecture.^^ 

'* So 1 am led to suspect. — Is not the 
process of cider making very simple ?*' 
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v«*Makiiig the time-piece.strike the hour.*— 
** Certainly not very complex ; al- 
though it is a matter of na small diffi- 
culty to prevent the liquor from acetous 
fermentation/' 

^^ So I am informed. The Bishq>'s 
palace is not, I beKevc, a very splendid 
buiHing/* 

— Playing with the triskets.— • 

<<It is finely and salubriously situated, 
and, I hope for his Lordship's accom« 
modation that the apartments are con- 
venient; but, externally, it has certainly 
not a grand appearance.'' 

" So I was told.— The Cathedral is a 
noble piece of architecture," 

— Here watch into fob. — 

** Yes J but inferior to many others." 

'^So I am given to understand. — 

There lives in your county a worthy 

Baronet, a very intimate friend to a 

particular friend of mine. — Sir John, 

John ." 

^^ Sir John Geers Cotterell, you mean" 
*'The very same,— The Baronet is 
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iMgbly spoken of, I am led to believ^ ? . 

-^Here a very elegant tootb-plck case is 
produced.-^ 

*'I have not the honour of his ac- 
quaintance : — ^he is However considered 
as a kind landlord, and his friends are 
warm in his praises/^ 

" So 1 apprehend •^^ 

— Tooth-pick applied.— 

" Now you remind me of it, I have in 
Herefordshire a very old and much re- 
spected acquaintance ; indeed a school 
fellow of mine, an excellent scholar, 
I assure you. Doctor Coppergilt by 
name, of Brazen-nose College. I should 
be extremely happy to hear that he is 
well/^ 

— Here tootb-plck disappears. — 

'' He has been dead some time.*^ 
" Indeed ! I am very sorry ! very 
sorry indeed to hear it ! — only think .'^ 

' — And his sorrow for a departed friend was 
BOW absorbed in the .contemplation of a dia-« 
mond ring. — 

At this lamentable juncture, Samp^ 

k5 
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son, bowing, brought him fte iiewspaf- 
per just arrived. — ^Whereupon out 
came his spectacles from their gay sha- 
green case. He, without compliment- 
ing a stranger with the first sight, sat 
himself in the arm chair the obsequious 
Bookseller had placed behind him, and 
al>sorbed in the perusal of the news, 
evinced no further feeling for the death 
of his old schTKd-fellow, nor took the 
least notice of the person with whom 
he had been communing. 

The rudeness, resulting fi*om undis- 
guised selfishness, is so very disgusting, 
that it excites both hatred and contempt. 
With these feelings 1 turned from the 
Clerical Doctor and left the shop. 
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CHAJP. XXII. 



ECCE ITERUM CRISPINUS ! ! 



HARDLY had I exceeded one mile, 
when I fancied I could descry the iden- 
tical strolling.player 1 met in the mor- 
ning. Indeed, the grotesque ambling 
figure in sight, was sufficiently indica- 
tive of the personage ; but 1 became 
certain as soon as my ear caught the 
brusbing-rustling sound from the fric- 
tion of his giant plush breeches. I had 
been before, and did now make merry 
with these huge trowsers, little sus- 
pecting that thereby hung a tale to my 
sorrow. 

On coming up to him, we hailed, 
each other as old acquaintances. At 
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his request, 1 slackened my pace and 
chatting of this and that, we gained 
Beacon&field, agreeing to dine together. 

Oh, oh ! Sir ! yon are by much less^ 
nice now than you were in the mor- 
ning. This sorry player was not then 
a fit companion for your authorship.-^ 
How came then the sudden alteration ^ 

Alas ! the incurable failing of an 
author. My old prompter, vanity^ 
produced the change ! 

A benevolent desire of making a. 
li^low creature partaker of the beauties 
of my play, happening to come upon 
ine at that particular juncture, I wan- 
ted some hearer that could understand 
imd applaud, and wasglsdto fix upon 
a person, whose knowledge of stage-^ 
eikct would enable me to ascertain, 
how such and such situations were like- 
ly to be received. I thought, more- 
over^ that politeness at least would in-* 
duce him to listen to my efinsions, see^ 
infip with how tnuch patience 1 heard; 
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his morning's rant. 

As he had expressed a determination 
of going no farther to day, owing to 
his feeling tired and somewhat lame, f 
agreed to stay with him, intending t(>> 
devote the remainder of the evenii^ to 
the sul^ect. Accordingly when he had 
sat down to his pipe and liquor,, and 
every thing was still around us, I told 
him the motiveof my journey to town,, 
requesting him to hear me read some 
parts of the play, being vet-y desirous, 
of availing myself of his experience ia 
dramatic exhibitions, scenic as well as. 
literary. 

He replied^ that he felt fieittered by 
the confidence reposed in him: no» 
thing, he averred, could afford him 
greater pleasure than such an enter- 
tainment, and requested me to begin 
immediately.. 

Much less encouragement would 
have been sufficient. 

In the first place, I contrived to giv^ 
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bim a tolerable idea of the plot, .and, 
baTing by me a manns^cript of the 
three last acts in a small compass, I 
went through the principal scenes wilh, 
1 thought, considerable effect. 

If plaudits were all I courted, 1 had 
reason to be glutted, for my auditor 
was profuse of hiscnconiums and loud 
in his raptures. 

^^It was fine, very fine! Bravo! Ca- 
pital! Excellent! Super Excellent,!'' 

^^ Believe me, sir, I know them 
things. It will have a. wonderful 
effect. Bui, here, I would have a start 

and pause! Just so! This is cer- 

tainiT very good, but I conceive that 
this "oh!'' — should be swelled and 
held out on in this tone. Beg par- 
don for interrupting you, but here I 
would spin out the sentence, just in 

this way. By your leave, 1 conceive 

anactor should look and step thus, as 
he delivers his speech and assume this 
ytty, position, as he concludes it,- ■ 1 
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\vish to God I had that part to perforin 
on the London boards ; it would make 

my fortune. ^I feel I should do it to 

a miracle. Now, sir, do but hear 

me repeat this particular passage, your- 
self shall j adge how far my delivery 
will improve it/^ 

. Although he toooftfen did annoy me 
in the perusal with such interruptions; 
nevertheless (so little fastidious our taste 
becomes when praises are bestowed on 
our productions] I was much pleased 
with the man^s notions of dramatic 
compositions. 

As night came on, we both grew 
weary : he had often talked himself 
dry and as often was his glass replenish- 
ed. Indeed he gave me a tolerable idea 
of the strength of his purse, by the 
high, commanding tone in which his 
orders for replenishment were deliver- 
ed: he now became drowsy, and, 
with fits of yawning, complained of 
lassitude. 1 likewise wished to retire 
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betimes, intending next morning^ to be 
up by SIX. In consequence, after a 
slfgfat supper, the bill was ordered in r 
it soon came. Suni total, seven shill- 
ings and eight pence^ each. My com* 
panion seemed at a loss to make up the 
sum; however lie effected it at last,^ 
with the help of a lean of tl»*ee shilU 
ings from my purse, till he could get 
change f as he qualified it. How he 
contrived to satisfy maid and M'aiter 
(as for hostler he had no claim on either 
of us) I never knew, presuniing how* 
ever that they were by no means the 
richer, for his befriending, eur host 
with his custom^. 

The bill paid, we arose and fbllbwed 
Miss Betty who shewed us into ^ 
double bedded room. The Dramatist^ 
as a lender, conceived himself entitled 
to the first choice, afid fixed upon the 
bed in the angle next to the window^ 
The actor, without demurring, took to* 
the one on the door side, and sleep soobi 
closed the eye-lids of both. 



CHAP* XXIII# 



ECCE ITERUM tRISPINUS ! ! I 



SCARCELY was I awake ftom deep 
yepose, when the door wa» gently open 
with these words **8ixo^clock, sir/^ — ^ 
A light being placed on the table> 
die person departed. I remained a lit* 
tie longer in bed, the p e nu r y of my fel* 
k)w tiavefler recurring to me^ bat, 
aware that repetitions of similar loans 
would 80<m redoce my purse to a levdl 
with his own, I determined to break 
off all further intercourse by starting^ 
before him, (for the curtains of his- 
couch were drawn close and the utmost 
stillness pervaded its precincts, ) intend* 
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iivg, hoM^ever, on taking leave, to pre- 
sent him with three additional ^il- 
lingB, the only loose silver about me. 
So intent was 1 on devising how to 
make this present in a mannei*»the lea^t 
repugnant to his delicacy, that the 
pantaloons had slipped oh. unawares ! 
— ^Their immense width, as I tried to 
button them round my loins, first recall 
led my attention to external objects. 
. Alas ! never hsid they been cut out 
from my measure. — Astonishmept and 
horror !*— They proved the giant^scrim* 
son inexpressibles ! ! ! — ^A dreadful 
anticipation of eveo wonse now chilled 

my heart ! 

O the villain ! Away had he abscon- 
ded, leaving his penniless galligaskins 
in pledge for the future restoration of 
mine with the three pounds they ooti^ 
tained, this ttie whole amount of cash 
then in my possession ! Thus as prai^ 
id €«/ puffing, is now-a*days become a 
regular article of trade, did he pay him- 
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self, at IB J expeace, for the very, libeml 
allowance he had bes^wcfd ^on me M^^? 
over-night. 

A g^oan, sacceeded by howlings and 
and hollowings, soon brought up s^ve- 
rat attendants. 

^' Hell and the furies ! I am rc^bbed !. 
I am undone ! I am murdered/^ — ^was 
all I could at first say. However I soon. 
C(H)trived to tell the piteous tale. They, 
listened in stupid silence, but with few 
symptoms of sympathy. 

** Hasten, run, fly.— You may still 
oyellake the Thief, and you will make: 
me eternally your debtor." 

Still no one offered to budge : they 
naturally tarried for some promise, 
moTfe. specific. 

'• I will give either of yoa one guinea 
down, if hie catch the rascal, so that I 
may recover my property." 

This assurance having the eff^t of 
an appeal ad homineni^ tliey l^ft me 
straight, as if willing to bestir thf»n^ 
jselves. 
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betim^ intending next morning to be 
up by six. In consequence, after a 
slfgfat supper, the bill was ordered in r 
it soon came.. Sum total, seven shill- 
ings and eight pence^ each. My com* 
panion seemed at a loss to make up the 
sum; however be effected it at last,^ 
with the help of a loan of tl»*ee shilU 
ings from my purse, till he could get 
change^ as he qualified it. How he 
contrived to satisfy maid and M^aiter 
(as for hostler he had no claim on either 
of us) I never knew, presuniing how* 
ever that thejf were by no means the 
richer, for his befrieuding. our hosti 
with his custom^ 

The bill paid, we arose and followed 
Miss Betty who shewed us into 9r 
double bedded room. The Dramatist,, 
as a lender, conceived himself entitled 
to the first choice, suid fixed upon the 
bed in the angle next to the window. 
The adtor, without demurring, took to* 
the one on the door side, and sleep soobi 
closed the eye-lids of both. 



CHAP. XXIII. 



ECCE ITERUM tRISPINUS ! ! { 



SCARCELY was I awake from deep 
yepose, when the door was gently ^pe» 
with these words **sixo^clock, sir/^ — ^ 
A l^ht being placed on the table> 
rile person departed. I remained a lit* 
tie longer in bed, the pennry of my fel- 
low tiHvefler recurring to me^ bat, 
aware that repetitions of similar loans 
would 80<m reduce my purse to a levdl 
with his own, I determined to break 
off all further intercourse by starting 
before him, (for the curtains of hi» 
couch were drawn close and the utmost 
stillnesjs pervaded its precincts, ) intend* 
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ing, however^ on taking leave, to pre- 
sent him with three additional i^il* 
lingB, the only loose silver about me. 
So intent Has 1 on devinng how io 
make this present in a manner*the lea&t 
repugnant to his delicacy, that the 
pantaloons i^ad slipped onima^nres ! 
— ^Their immense width, as I tried to 
button them round my loins, first recall 
led my attention to external objects. 
, Alas ! never had they been cut out 
from my measure. — Astonishment and 
horror!* — ^They proved thegiant^scrim* 
son inexpressibles ! ! ! — A dreadful 
anticipation of eveo worse now chilled 

my heart ! 

O the villain ! Away had he absccm* 
ded, leaving his penniless galligaskins 
in pledge for the future restoration of 
mine with the three pounds they coii^ 
tained, this the whole amount of cash 
then in my possession ! Thus as praise, 
tf2 €«/ puffing, is now-a*days become a 
n^nhir article of trade, did be pay him* 
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self, at my expence, for the very, libeml 
allowance he had beslowcfd ^on me the 
ovef»iiight. 

A g^roan, succeeded by howlings and 
and hoHowings, soon brought up s^ve- 
rat attendants. 

. ^' Hell and the furies ! I am robbed ! 
I am uudone ! I am murdered/^ — ^was 
all I could at first say. However I soon 
c<M)trived to tell the piteous tale. They^ 
listened in stupid silence, but with few 
symptoms of sympathy. 

** Hasten, run, fly. — ^You may still 
oyertake the Thief, and you will make; 
me eternally your debtor." 

Still no one offered to budge : they 
naturally tarried for some promise, 
mora, specific. 

^' I will give either of you. one guinea 
down, if hie catch the rascal, so that I 
may recover my property." 

This assurance having the effi^ct of 
an appeal ad homineni^ they left me 
straight, as if willing to bestir them^ 
{selves. 
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No sooner wene they gpne, than off 
i kicked from my limbs the odioHs 
covering, and flung myself on the bed» 
sobbing' out most unmanfully, and 
cursing my unlucky stars : yet, ev^it 
in that paroxism of grief, self-re{H\)aeh 
whispered that, had 1 taken the com- 
mon precaution of securing the vahi^ 
able garment under the bolster, I 
should not now be. at the trouble of ar^ 
raigning the stars fop the effects of my 
negligence. 

Having remained a full hour in thig( 
be^'ailiBg, helpless state, and healings 
no tidings of my pantahnins^ it struck 
me that, as I was the person most in« 
terested. in the loss of the stolen goods^ 
the greatest chance of recovery must 
naturally result from my own exertions. 
But how could I bear the exhibition of 
myself in these huge inexpressibles !— « 
Hoi^ever, as I had no other alternative 
(the rascal not leaving me wherewith to 
purchase another pair) slowly, relac* 
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tsttitty, disgusiinglj, filiding one iitab 
tfarotHgh, thto the c»ther» 1 ooBtiTved 
in some dhapeto iSutea them on.^^^Yet 
ttitolerable would haye been tbe /ee/^ 
llad not the intervention of drawers and 
liose flomelvhat reconciled ae ^ ihe 



Havisg {mt ton my otfanr dothes, 't 
raeAiHy went down into the kitchen, in 
whieh wt^te several persons, to^whom I 
impfearted my dokftil tale with tery lit- 
tle need, for the servants^ having made 
mnongst themselves a few idk enqui^ 
ties, and snfilciently expressed their 
wonder how the thief conld have es- 
caped unobserved, gave up the case as 
iH^less, contenting themselves with 
telling' the story 4o«ny oiie wiilii^ Do 
hearit» 

There sat by the fire a c^m deal^r^ 
just arrived frmn Uxbric^, who asked 
me of what trade or profinmon the r6b* 
ber wais. I told him a) player. 

♦♦ Then my life otft, isays he, if he 
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ih^nt gone to Uxbridge, There u a 
L oonipany jof players in the town, and 
a pretty row was kicked np last night. 
Jiist iBit the lieginning of the play, the 
Manager was arreted for debt, and the 
play went on as it oould/^ 

From {his information arose the first 
•dawn of hope, though yet very faint. 
As it were worse than useless to search 
for the fellow in or about the place, 
from which egress was so easy, 1 struck 
immediately into the Uxbridge road, 
and the inore willingly, as it is the di- 
rect way to Ijondon, where the remain- 
der of niy treasure awaited me. 

The exertions 1 made to hasten my 
arrival in Uxbridge were unparalleled ; 
these were however much impeded by 
the interference of the enormous trow- 
sers, which, as if in alliance with their 
former owner, checked at every step 
the operation of my limbs, making 
me curse them over and over again for 
the incessant rwtUng noise, that grated 
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on my ears now more unpleasantly than 
ever. Yet, for all such impediments, 
1 reached the place about half-past ten, 
having performed the,' mne miles in 
two hours. 
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No sooner were they gpne, than c^ 
I kicked from my limbs^ the odioufi 
covering, and flangmyself cmtbe bed* 
sobbing out most unmanfuHy, and 
cursing my unlucky stars : yet, ermk 
in that paroxism of grief, sel£-reproach 
whisp^ed that, had 1 taken the com- 
mon precaution of securing the valti* 
able garment under the bolster, I 
should not now bc: at the trouble of ar^ 
nngning the stars for the effects of my 
negligence. 

Having remained a full hour in thia 
bewailing, helpless state, and hearings 
no tidings of my pantaknins^ it struek 
methat, as I was the person most in. 
ferested. in the loss of the stolen goods^ 
the greatest chance of recovery must 
natuFally result from my own exertions. 
But how could I bear the exhibition of 
myself in these huge inexpressibles !-^ 
Hoi^ever, as I had no other alternative 
(the rascal not leaving me wherewith to 
purchase another pair) slowly, reluc* 



irete not ftnwgit fli«ip.. 

temiimd on tai^i^ the thief mmwiutes, 
if be ^boffld be fopii^ in the hoiiscf. 
CSantlwiHly £»lloii¥ii^ tb^ iMt peis^n' 
that w^ot through, .and sijilfeiing Iritti 
to.prqeeedQQ^e8ta|;e, I r^iciaiiied oii 
the at^pd thfit led to it) in.ov^ to 

reeatmaiire. 

» 

Tbefe was bo «ort of reheaiqul goipg 
qoi; jbot, at the opposi):e ex^r^piity; I 
i^ied^grovp of persoom ]QaIe:9iid ^ 
^«Ae, titterings laughiqg, eytfcpnely 
inercji;, aii4 heard one of theim thm w^ 

'<By G— di, Jack R^tolifSsv thee 
be'st tile gftentent rague^iye* As swe 
OS a gun^ th<w?lt come to the f;a]low«i 
atlatit/^ 

' To ' which a voice relied, ithougb 

not in angelical accents, yet in sounds 

mgiffe gratefdl -to my ear than the 

i^ins^ a S^n^fa. 

*^€>^4par ! no, sifi iiq<^ a misebance 
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eQuld hardly li^q^p^ to me ; f^r.alwi 

Hi jiil j^ nail IPim filmed agauist tfeaB tiuniiig" 

c Tbe Toice eer^inty proceeded from 
the i^hert of B»y fotm^r eneomkik, and 
the prcfof of tlie rokbery blazed oik each 
thigfH I. ItnpotietA to close with the foe, 
Axhh my luiiiing plftce I was seen now 
on the stage, -stri<|}ng towards tlie 
group. 

::. liatcttile spying me, tried to pass, 
which • motion I prevented ; then, af- 
ter a vatrifety ^f shifts, very dirert- 
ihg to the ' beholders, seeing little 
ch«nce of escape, he threw hiiiisielf into 
a theatrical attitude, exclaiming, as 
tiibttgb fie were Ilamk^t : ' 

j%lig6ls Juid Milliliters of grace defend us ! 
Art thou a e{Jijri^ of health or goblin damn'd*? 

But, unfortunately for the interroga- 
tor, rh»ppeiied at thatpart^tubir tid^e, 
ivot to^ berio a poetical luoodi* 
. ^Coqut^ sir, ^ restore me tny money 
and pantaloons kwtaatly;— By the 
! *4»notber atteoiiyt .«t. escape will 
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hnng this codgel doum upon ydur 
head. 

— TTie repfy tiias — 

''Avattiitl Quit m J dgltt— let the earth '^ 

hide thee ! 
Thy bon^s are marrowless, thj blood is cold : 
There is no speculation in tho«e eyes, 

IVhich then doth glare with." 

• 

. *^ There i$ speculation enough in 
them to ascertain that you are the thief 
that robbed me. '' 

Then the Objurgator thus: 

** Why shake tby gory locks at me ? 
Thpn canst not say that 1 did it!" 

'* Enough and too much of this rant. 
Since you refuse to refund, a magis- 
trate shall compel you.'- 
. So wyiog, amidst the merriment of 
tiie crew, I seized my opponent by 
tl|e lappel of his coat, and held him so 
tightly, that, the part within my grasp 
not b^ittg of the soundest, was severed 
firom the main body and remained in 
my hands. Thus released, aiway scam- 
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ing, howeTer, on taking leave, to pre- 
sent him with three additional kil- 
lings, the only loose silver about me. 
So intent \yQs 1 on devising how to 
make this present in a manner4he leatit 
repugnant to his delicacy, that the 
pantaloonu jiad slipped oriunawaces ! 
— ^Their immense width, as I tried to 
button them round my loins, first recal* 
led my attention to external objects. 
. Alas ! never hnd they been cut out 
from my measure. — Astonishment and 
horrpr l-'T'They proved the giant^scrim* 
son inexpressibles ! ! ! — ^A dreadful 
anticipation of even worse now chilled 

my heait ! 

O the villain ! Away had he abscon* 
ded, leaving his penniless galUgaskins. 
in pledge for the future restoration of 
mine with the three pounds they cotip 
tained, this the whole amount of cash 
then in my possession ! Thus as praise, 
id €</ puihug, is now-a-days become a 
rifguhir article of trade, did he pay bim« 
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self, at my expence, for the very, libeml 
allowance he had bestawdd ^on nie the: 
over-iiight. 

A groan, succeeded bj howlings and 
and hollowings, soon lu'oug'ht up s^ye- 
mt attendants. 

. ^^ Hell and the furies ! I am robbed ! 
I am undone ! 1 am murdered,'' — ^was 
all 1 could at first say. However I soon 
contrived to tell the piteous tale. They ^ 
listened in stupid silence, but with few 
symptoms of sympathy. 

« Hasten^' run, fly. — ^You may still 
overtake the Thief, and you will ms^e; 
me eternally your debtor." 

Still no one offered to budge : they 
Qflturally tarried for some promise, 
more specific. 

^' 1 will give either of yon one guinea 
down, if he catch the rascal, so that I 
may recover my p roperty . " 

This assurance having the effwt of 
an appeal ad hominem^ tliey left me 
straight, as if willing to bestir tbem^ 
gjelves. 
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No sooner wefie they gpone, than ofiT 
I kicked from nty limbs the odiosft 
covering, and flung my self on the bedt 
sobbing out most un manfully, and 
cursing my unliiicky stars : yet, ev^o 
in that paroxism of grief, self-reproach 
whisp^ed that, had I taken the com* 
mon precaution of securing the vahi^ 
able garment under the bolster, I 
should not now be. at the trouble of ar^ 
migning the stars for the effects of my 
negligence. 

Having remained a fuU hour in this 
be^'ailing, helpless state, andbeaiing* 
no tidings of my pantaloons, it struck 
me that, as I was the person naiost ia« 
lerested in the loss of the stolen goocb^ 
the greatest chance of recovery mnst 
naturally result from my own exertions. 
But how could I bear the exhibition of 
myself in these huge inexpressibles !--« 
However, as I bad no other alternative 
(the rascal not leaving me wherewith to 
purchase another pair) slowly, reluc** 



tantly, disguflliiiglj, sliding^ one Htob 
tbroiigh, thta the ether, 1 ocmtiTrad 
in 8MBedh«pe to fasten them on.^-^Yet 
firtolerable would have been the feei^ 
had not the inteirentioaof drawera tuid 
heme mme^hat tfecondled mc ^o ihe 
wiar. 

Havmg {mt bn my other dothes, ^I 
Duelially n^ent dovRi mto the kitchen, in 
wbiehw^te several persons, touiioml 
impiarted my doldbl taleivith very lit- 
tle need, for tile servants, having made 
nmongst ^themsehres a few idle enqiii-^ 
dies, and sufficiently expressed their 
wonder how the iMef could hare ekh 
daped unobserved, ^ave up the case as 
iH^less, contenting themselnres wrdi 
telling the story vto any oiie willing Do 
hear it. 

There sat by the fire a com deal^^ 
just arrhred from Uxbric^, who asked 
me of' what trade or profeseaon the r6h* 
berwais. I told him a) player. 

**Then my life orft^-says be, if he 
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iis^nt gone to Uybridge. There is a 
i coni|Hi&y 4)f playere in the town, and 
a pretty row was kicked up last night. 
Just at the beginning of the play, the 
Manager was arretted for ddbt, and the 
play went on as it could.^^ 

From t'his information arose the first 
' dawn of hope, though yet very faint. 
As it were worse than useless to search 
for the fellow in or about the place, 
from which egress was so easy, 1 struck 
immediately into the Uxbridge road, 
and the mcMre willingly, as it is the di- 
rect way toJjondon, where the remain- 
der of niy treasure awaited me. 

'^rhe exertions 1 made to hasten my 
arrival in Uxbridge were unparalleled ; 
these were howcTcr much impeded by 
the interference of the enormous trow- 
sers^ which, as if in alliance with their 
former owner, checked at every step 
the operation of my limbs, making 
me curse them over and over again for 
the incessant ratling noise, that grated 
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on my ears now more unpleasantly than 
ever. Yet, for all such impediments, 
1 reached the place about half-past ten, 
having performed the, sine miles in 
two hours. 
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is-nt gone io Uybridge. There is a 
ccnbpftny jof players in the town, and 
a pretty row was kicked up last night. 
Just at the beginning of the play^ the 
Manager was arrested for ddbt, and the 
play went on as it could.^^ 

From t'his information arose the first 
•dawn of hope, though yet very faint. 
As it were worse than useless to search 
for the fellow in or about the place, 
from which egrass was so easy, 1 struck 
immediately into the Uxbridge road, 
and the more willingly, as it is the di- 
rect way toJjondon, where the remain- 
der of niy treasure awaited me. 

The exertions 1 made to hasten my 
arrival in Uxbridge were unparalleled ; 
these were however much impeded by 
the interference of the enormous trow- 
sers^ which, as if in alliance with their 
former owner, checked at every step 
the operation of my limbs, making 
me curse them over and over again for 
the incessant rivtUng noise, that grated 



terminiBd <m tsMng the thief mmwwes, 
if be ^hojold he fomod ia the hiMifie. 
^utigiisiy folla^viqg th^ iMt peiswi 
that Wfat through, ispd scii^ng hbai 
tO;proeee<lon^e6ta|[e, I Jtsieaiii^ oiii 
the atqpd tbfit led to it» in.oiidtr to 
reeonnaitre. 

Tbejfti was bo wfit at rehiiaiq^l ^iog 
Q»; jbut, at the opposite e^ctr^ioitjr^ I 
^9ie4iagixmp of personm mate-^n^ t^ 
nmle, titterings laughiqg, e^ctfcpielj 
qiersj;, Iin4 heani ooe of theim thms as- 



''By G— d, Jaek R^ti^tflfe^ th^ 
be'iit Uie graatoftt fD^ue-alire. Aa rave 
as a guilt thoiHlt come to the ^hiws 

To which a veice replied, ithougfi 
not in angelical accents, yet in sounds 
mpve gratefill -to my ear than the 
stuains ^ a Seraph. 

^^'O^dfCHT !' no, mti iia«b a mischance 

h 



€Qu)d hardly li^qpp^ t^ nie ; f»r.alasi 

'ii juii jk mbimmjiiaEDed agauist dlan siiiniiig*' 

c The Toke eerlainty proceeded from 
tfa6 ^hest of tiiy l^rmfer ^oomiast , and 
the prcjof of tlie robliery blazed oA each 
thig*^ } Impatient to close with the foe, 
j(h5tn my fariiing place I was seen now 
on the stage, -stii^ng towards the 
group. 

:. liatclSfie spying me, tried to pass, 
which motion I prevented; then, af- 
t«r a tatrWty ^f shifts, very divert- 
ing to the ' beholders, ^^eeing littte 
duince of escape, be threw hiliisielf into 
a theatrical attitude, exclaiming, a$ 
tiil>i% h he were Hamk^t : ' '- ' 

A^kfs^lB «od Maniiiters of grace defend us ! 
Art thou a «piri^ of heaHh or goblin ^dama'd^? 

But, unfortunately for the inlemiga- 
tar, Lhappened at that.partMkir tiiQe, 
npt to. bein a poetical modfl* 
. ^Cqoie^ sir, restpr^ me iny money 
and pantaloons iMt^Hy\-rr^y ^h® 
Li»rd ! *4jinotlier »ttedi|(t at. esci^ will 
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hrmg this cudgel donn upoki ydur 
head. 

— ITie reply thus — 

''ATattot! Quit 'm J sigbt — ^let the earth *' 

' bide tlfee ! 
Thy bon^s are niarrovle8s« thy blood is cold : 
There is no speculation in tbo«e eyes, 
IVhicb thou doth glare with.'* 

, *^ There i$ speculation enough in 
them to ascertain that you are the thief 
that robbed me. ^^ 

^rilen the Objurgator thus: 

'' Why ahalce tby gory locks at me ? 
Thou canst not say that 1 did it V* ^ 

' '* Enough and too much of this rant. 
Since you refuse to refund, a magis- 
trate shall compel you.'- 

. So .wying) amidst the merriment of 
the prew, I seized my opponent by 
the lappel of his coat, and held him so 
tightly, that, the part within my grasp 
not being of the soundest, was severed 
firom the main body and remained in 
my hands. Thus released, awgy scam- 

1^ 
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could Imrdly li^qpp^ to me ; f»r,aiasi 

'^i ii4 j» mab unm sinned agatftst tHan siiiniiig*' 

c The Toioe ee^fiiinty proceeded from 
the phest of ti»y ibrtnfer ^eomiast, and 
the prciof of tl^ robliery blazed oA each' 
ttiigHl. Impatient to close with the 2oe, 
j(h5tn my Iniiiing plftce I was seen now 
on the stage,- stii^ng towards the 
group. 

:. liatcfiflfe spying me, tried to pass, 
whi<;h- motion I prevented ; then, af- 
ter a vatrWty ^f shifts, very divert- 
ing to the beholders, ^^eeing littte 
chance of escape, he threw hithsielf into 
a theatrical attitude, exclaiming, a$ 
tiiDugb'fie were Hamk^t: ~ 

A4k^U «od Mlniiiters of grace defend us ! 
Art thou a «|iiji^ of lieaHh or gobHn damu'd.? 

But, unfortunately for the inlermga- 
tar, Lhappened at that.part^takir tiiae, 
npt to- bein a poeitical modd. 
. ^Coqm^ sir, restore me my money 
and pantaloons aMtaatly;--rBy the 
L4>rd ! ^another ajtteto^t M €sca^ will 
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hrtng this cudgel d<Hvn opoki ydnir 
head. 

— Tlie reply thus — '- 

'*AvattQt! Quit my sight — ^let the earth ^' 

hide tl^ee ! 
Thy bon^s are marrovleas, thy blood is cold : 
There is no speculation in those eyes, 
lYhich thou doth glare with.'* 

, ^^ There is speculation enough in 
them to ascertain that youare the thief 
that robbed me. '^ 

nien the Obj urgator thus : , 

. *' Why ahal^e thy gory locks at me T 
Thou canst not say that 1 did it!" ^ 

• '^ Enough and too much of this rant. 
Since you refuse to refund, a magis- 
trate shall compel you.'- 

, So ,9s^ing, amidst the merriment of 
tiie icvew, I seized my opponent by 
tlfe l^pel of his coat, and held him so 
tightlj, that, the part within my grasp; 
not bei^g of the soundest, was severed 
from the main body and remained in 
my hands. Thus released, aiway scam- 

1^ 
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|ieped he, afs £i6|t as fak feet eopAA cMry 
bim. I, bj no means satisfied with 
the dingy ttoplijf 1 had obtained, fol- 
lowed hiin, bawling out : 

^^ Thief ! thief! stop him ! stop him.'^ 
Notwithstanding the darkness and 
intricaej of the passages the pursuit 
led me through, I should have over* 
tdtcfn hitti, had it not been for those 
cursed giant's breeches. At last how- 
ever I lost all trace of the man, and my 
case was nrarly as hopeless as befon^, 
Reftuming to the ^^t^e^ those I met 
disclaimed all knowledge as to the 
place wherein he was concealed. In 
leaving the boards with intent of tt* 
larming the neighbourhood, I met ar 
lad grinning and ikying, that, if I 
would promise him hulAa^crown ^ncl 
Hot betray him, lie would shew me his 
hiding place. I assented. He then led 
me, almost choahed with the dust our 
itet disturbed, to what was denomina*' 
ted the ^am^er^s private room. 
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At first t tried to open the door, bat 
finding it bolted, cried ^t, if thd 
obstruction was not instantly removed 
I would force my way through, and 
jfbrthwith proceeded to action. So 
violent were my assaults on the pannels, 
that a voice from within was heard 
begging a parley, then promising that 
if I would be satisfied with the restitU'^ 
fion of the pantaloons and two thirds 
of the cash, he would surrender oa 
those terms. 

I was about to reject the proposal 
with scorn, when the sight of the 
crimson inexpressibles unmanned ihe. 
The treaty being ratified, the jbolt was 
then drawn back and the Dramatist 
made Ins entrance as conqueror. 

"Come, hang it, Mr. Author, said 
this unblushing original, you should 
not bear so hard upon a poor devil of 
ft player at his last shift.'^ 

And with a good grace and seeuiiog 
aliKJrity began stripping himself of the 
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No sooner wePe they gpne,. than c^ 
I kicked from my limbs the odioua 
covering, and flang myself on the bed, 
sobbing out most nnmanfully, and 
cursing my unlucky stars : yet, ev^o 
in that paroxism of grief, self-reproach 
whisp^ed that, had I taken the com- 
mon precaution of securing the vaht^ 
aUe garment under the bolster, I 
should not now be at the trouble of aa% 
raigning the stars for the efiect» of my 
negligence. 

Having remained a full hour in this 
bewailing, helpless state, and hearing- 
no tidings of my pantakKmi^ it Btruek 
me that, as I wa» the perscm most in« 
ferested. in the loss of the rtolen goods^ 
the greatest chance of recovery must 
naturally result from my own exertions. 
But how could I bear the exhibition of 
myself in these huge inexpressibles !— 
However, as 1 had no other alternative 
(the rascal not leaving me wherewith to 
purchase another pair) slowly, relac** 
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tattHy, disgufliiiigly, sliding one Htob 
tbrongfa, th3ii the otiier, I oontrrved 
in floiae slmpe to iimtenthem on.^^^Yet 
ftftolerable would la^e been tbe fetl^ 
Imd not the intervention of drawers and 
lime mmetrhat reconciled ine to ibe 
wewT* 

Having (mt bn nty other dotfaes, 't 
raelaHy went down into the kitchen, in 
which wete fteveml persons, to whom I 
imjMarted my doldbl tale with very ^* 
tie need, for the servants, iiaving nade 
araongpBt ^themselves a few idle enqoi'^ 
ties, and snfficiently expressed their 
wonder hoiv the thief could have es- 
caped unobserved, gave up the case as 
ho^less, contenting tfaemselnres with 
telHng^the story to any otie willing lio 
hearit» 

There sat by the il*e a com dealer, 
just arrived from Uxbri<^, who asked 
me of what trade or profesnon the r6b« 
ber was. I told him a: player. 

♦* Then my life on^^tj ^sajys iie, if he 
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iis^nt gone to Uxbridge. There u a 
I oompftny jof players in the town, and 
a pretty row was kicked up last sight. 
Jiist at the beginning of the play^ the 
Manager was arrested for ddl)t, and the 
play went on as it oould.'^ 

From t'his information arose the first 
-dawn of hope, though yet very faint. 
As it were worse than useless to search 
fbr the fellow in or about the place, 
from which egress was so ensj, 1 struck 
immediately into the Uxbridge road, 
and the mcHre willingly, as it is the di- 
rect way to luondon, where the remain- 
der of uiy treasure awaited me. 

The exertions 1 made to hasten my 
arrival in Uxbridge were unparalleled ; 
these were however much impeded by 
the interference of the enormous trow- 
sers, which, as if in alliance with their 
former owner, checked at every step 
the operation of my limbs, making 
me curse them over and over s^ain for 
the incessant ristttling noise, that grated 
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on my ears now more unpleasantly than 
ever. Yet, for all such impediments, 
1 reached the place about half-ps»t ten, 
having performed thet'nine miles in 
two hours. 
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a Player ; be estn hardly make shift t6 
live with aH his impudence : shame 
would quite staire him. — But, come M 
«hew you that I harbour no maliee, I 
ani bearer of a note ftom our Manager, 
and, sliould any good result to you ia 
consequence, you will owe it entirely 
to my recoromenciation/' 

I stared at him in silent astonish* 
ment ; but he tipping a friendly wink' 
delivered lue a note : it ran thus — 

Mr. Sylrcslcr's respectful complitneiits to 
Mr. Ererf, and would be extremely happy lo 
the^fairoiir of hU company to day at dinner, by 
five o'clock. After which he w;ill impart to 
Mr. £. something that may tarn out highly be- 
neficial to both.' Mr. S. would have solicited 
that honour personally, had he not been un- 
avoidably detained at home on urgent business. 

ft 

*^ There m ust be some mistake in this, 
said I, for I am entirely unacqusiinted 
with this Mr. Sylvester. "' 
' "There is no mistake in the case,' he' 
teplied, you will soon know each other' 
like hand and glove. / have taken 
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tenmn^d on talking the thief mmwiureg, 
if be idioiild 1)16 iowid in the housef. 
Captiously iolXwvixig th^ iMt peiscNft 
tha(t went through, .ipd 8uifei!^ng ii^ 
to prooeecl ou the 8ta|;e, Imoainedoii 
the stQpd thfit led to it, ia.ofd^ to 
reeamnaiire. 

Thefe waB no wrt of reheat^ going 
q9»; jbut, at the opposite ^Ctrepitfigr, I 
iipied » groop of peraoom inale.^iid C^^ 
nmle, tittering, laugbiqg, eytrc^iiiely 
iliercj;, and heard one pf the^m thms a&- 
sje^erate: 

''By G—Ay Jack R^tf^tflbv thee 
be'st Ae gieatent rogue^ire* As sum 
OS a gun, tboirflt come to the ^lows 
atjaitt/^ 

' To which a voice replied, Ihoogh 
not io angelical accents, yet in sonnds 
mgne gratefill -to my ear than the 
strains i>f a Seraph . 

^'O'dearl no, eir^ ^oeb a mischance 

t. 
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could hardly lii^kp^ to me ; fer.alu'i 

'^Iliii jft mabioiMre nmied a^aiiist tlliiB iiuBiing*' 

c Tbe veioe eertiiiiity proceeded from 
tk# jk^hest ' of Uny £irai%r V^cdmiast, and 
the pf^tcfth^ robbery blazed oA each' 
thigH i: Impatient to cloee with the ilfbe, 
ihHn my ImiLing plftce I was seen now 
on the stage,- 8tft<£ng towards tlie 
group. 

:. ItatclSffe spying me, tried to pass, 

which • motion I prevented ; then, a^ 

ter a varWty ^f shifts, very dirert- 

ing to the- beholders, seeing Uttlfe 

chiince of escape, he threw hilniiiielf into 

a theatrical attitude, exclaiming, aa 

tht>ttgh he were Hamk^t : ~ 
AngelB asd Mininters of grace defend us ! 
Art thou a «piri^ of heaHh or geb)in 'dttmn'dit? 

But, unfortunately for the intercog;a- 
im^ Lhappeiied at that partii^U.kir time, 
npt tO; be in a poetical m^d. 
. ^Come^ sir, restore JBe my money 
and pantaloons »stfmtly;--r-By the 
Li>rd ! 'another ajttietti|(t i^. escaj^ ^ill 
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bring this cudgel down upon ydur 
head. « ^ 

— ^The reply thus — ' 

^'AvauDt! Quit'mj sight — ^let the earth ^' 

hide tl)ee ! 
Thy bon^s are raarrovless, thy blood is cold : 
There is no speculation in those eyes. 
Which thou doth glare with." 

, ^^ There is speculation enough in 
them to ascertain that you are the thief 
that robbed me. *' 

Tllen the Objurgator thus: 

, " Why shake thy gory locks at me ? 
^bpn canst not say that 1 did it!" , 

*^ Enouo'h and too much of this rant. 
Since you refuse to refund, a magis^ 
trate shall compel you.'- 
. So 9^ying, amidst the merriment of 
the crew, I seized my opponent by 
tl|e la^pel of his coat, audi held him so 
tightly, that, the part within my grasp 
not b^iog of the soundest, was severed 
from the main body and remained in 
my hands. Thus released, avray scam- 

3d 
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nsted for debr, andt though lie ctm^ 
triv^d to give* bail, his lodgings were 
become his prisoD, be being in con- 
stant dread of another writ ksoed 
agnmstliiin. 

Without loss of time^ } sallied forth 
and called. on this Manager, whose 
apartments adjoined llie theatre. He 
received me most ceremonioasly, mus- 
tering up all his genteel breeding. An 
arm chair was handed to me near the 
iire, which he stirred up into a brisk 
flame, and »s I s^at down, uttered a fer^ 
vent M*ish that the London Managers 
would be as tractable. Wines and 
cakes^ were placed on the table ; so^ 
urgently did he press me to partake 
of tliem, that I several times complied- 
during this interview. 

He began by apologiifing for the 
very dishonourable conduct of one of* 
his players towards me, lamenting that 
be had been prevented from attending 
the theatre this morning, as he would 
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have caused full and immediate restitu- 
tion, and now offered to punlsli th^ 
oflender with instant dismissal, should 
I insi!«t upon it. Thus authoritative^ly 
did this Manager talk, althoifgli it ivas 
knoH^nthat his disiressed situation had 
made him dependant on the caprice of 
tlie meanest of his performers. 
- I replied that \ bore the man no sort 
of ill will, and hoped success in hisi 
profession would prevent his being* 
any more guilty of similar acts of dis- 
honesty* 

**Well, sir, all I can say is, that it is 
very kind of you. In consequence,* 
Kadcliife shall be allowed to remain 
one of my company. For, after all, 
the man is well enough in other re- 
spects^ Indeed I could not but feel 
greatly prepossessed in your favour, 
from the commendatory manner in 
which he spofceof you this morning. * 

What's coming next, thought I, but 
suilfered him to proceed. 
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"Mr. Ererf, jou know, therefore 
need not be told, how blind Fortune 19 
to merit, and whilst her fiivours am 
lavished on the dull and igaorant, ge^ 
nius, wit, talents, go destitute. I, for 
one, have full reason to be convinced 
of that melancholy truth — my mis- 
fortunes are but too well known, yeU 
still, must I say, that 1 deserve a 
better fate/' 

The intatuation of this man amazed 
me, who, against the evidence of no- 
torious facts, thus blamed Fortune 
for the natural consequences of his 
own misconduct : yet, 1 could not. but 
smile at the oblique compliment, by 
means of which he extricated himself 
from the dull and igno]:ant; taking 
his station among the men of g^niuSr 
wit and talents. 

Here he applied to his usual com- 
forter, the bottle, then proceeded. 
. ''Sir, the ingratitude of the world is 
astonishing. Those very performers^ 
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whom I hare clothed aod M, wboM 
means of subsistance were derived from 
my purse, now that I am most in ^I'ant 
of their exertions, desert and leave me 
^ straggle alone against thedifficaltii^ 
of mj situation. To morrow is the daj 
for my benefit* I have many friendii 
who would do their best towards filling^ 
the house. The historical play of 
*' King John'^ is selected for represent 
tation ; but the unexpected desertion 
of two gentlemen and one lady wiU 
disable me from going through it, \Mr 
less 1 receive ajssistanoe from somft 
0ther quarter/^ 

1 now perceived the motive for this 
invitation and consequent civiiitiesi 
and awaited the expected request td 
give a positive refusal. ^ After taking; 
another bumper and clearing his voice^ 
he thus resumed : 

^^Ratclifie, who after all is no bad 
judge of theatrical miittei*s, has men- 
tioned tQ me in verv high terms your 



matinef and pouers of ckiliverv ; te 
Bell as Ibe acliiiinible speciiueos of drff-^ 
matic coinpoifition you have read to 
him. it were too.imiqh that jouislioai^i 
.b^frkfnd me with the pubHc recital oKf 
-miy of your writings . they are f|V8tl/ 
.ai^d justly. inteDded for a Haider and 
mprje lucrative exhibition; bat the 
'pJatidit^ they must undoubtedly obtaili 
caimot be confined to the JVietropolihS 
AVie, Cduutrj'-Managers, >vill in timie 
hsk\e it in our power to dispensate their 
Ibcaqties throughout the British £m^ 
pire/* . ; 

O Flattery ! what mastery hast thoa 
ovi^ the human heai't ! l*bough. large 
the. dose, groeathe ingredients, I 
SM allowed down the pleasant beverage^ 
now i/eeiing more than half inclined to 
giant the request ere it wjuj mfLd^. . 

7 he able general, perceiving thai 
hijs artillery had made a. breach« pre- 
paved iov the as^ult, after . recruiting; 
hi» |brce9 with another bumper. 
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*' You ane a complete stranger iii 
these i>arts, Mr. Ererfj I understand; 
therefore the prinrtpal motive for the 
ft»ar and diffidence that accompany i 
ikbui IS done away. After all, tfie 
Ihpeatrical poners you possess need 
mil? fear the scrutiny of anj one, and 
material is the service you would lA 
consequence render nie. 1 hope very 
shortly to j^i-ve you substantial pmofi 
of my gmtitude. Who knows besides! 
should yOu feel inclined to foiloir the 
prolesBion, '%% hat beueiits may result to 
us both from a further display of your 
talents.'* 

'. Here hiE^ stopped, h was now mj 
turn for reply. Betwixt aiiirmatiye and 
negative-thus was it delivered. 
- **MrSylvie8ter, that 1 shall ever tuni 
player, 'professionaily, 1 cannot afibrfl 
you the faintest expectation ; neither 
inclination nor talents point that way. 
And, although willing to oblige any 
man, I fear it is not compatible with 
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my present punMiite to aflSn*d you my 
feeble swstanee/' 

^*Dear sir, replied be quickly, I only 
lequest of you to pfolotig your stay 
^ here till to morrow nig^ht. Allow me, 
in tbe mean time to bear your ebarges, 
and sboold the receipts of the boiK9e 
exceed a certain sum* — ^^ 

'^Sir, if you bint again at any sort 
of remuneration, there is an end of 
our conference on the subject/' 
, "Tbeni sir, I desist. — ^Time hdwever 
will prove wbetl)er I am a grateful 
mau.'^ 

^' But 1 am afraid my performance 
will fall c<^sider^ly flbwt of your 
expectations/' 

'^Oh, by no means, my expeetatimis, 
sanguine as they are, will, I am con- 
fident, be more than realized/^ 
. >'A person may tolerably wdl de^ 
liver a few speeches in a room, whose 
acting on the stage can only deserve 
jfaje.. btsa^s of aa audience." 



^' Well, sir, you BHttt^aHow ine to lie 
a tolerably pmd jiidgie, Md, is yoin« 
modesty is not tobe orertome, suppose 
wa g«e your talent a fiiir trial. U 
there any part m this j*iy ^of King John . 
that you recollect ? Happy indeed I 
should &el to hear you.^^ 

Now, Reader, I most acqiiaiRt you' 
with another finling ^ mine. <Far, 
very £u: was I irom entertaining a 
mean opinion of my talenls ^r declan 
mation; and, as my notions on the* 
sobkject are peculiar, I long had wished 
far an opportunity to try their efficacy. 
This also opeamtin^ in the Manager's 
finroar, I a^raed, merely as a tiial, t€h 
pafsonify King John in his celebrated '* 
luterriew mth Hubert, whieh latter 
pai% Sylvester undertook. 
' After a shower of ihanks on his part,< 
and a moxiJeviZ^^how of diffidence on' 
mine, we fell to it. Whether deception^ 
or not, I firmly believed that I went 
through my part with eonsiderable ef« 
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feqt, qay feUow-intetkcator smiling alid 
ruWiiiiig huk hmnAu in exiacy. Wlien 
it ended, bis praises and raptures were 
eicessive. It was impressive, — ^most 
fprcible,-^— electrifying 1 — To conclude: 
1 cpnsented at last to become the King 
of England for one night only; A^ 
midst, a profusion of thanks on his 
part, entered a bevy of Comedians of 
botli sexes, of whose e^uiberant eon- 
gratulations I had also to stand the 
shock. . : . 

The party soon after broke up. The 
Ladies to their tea, thie Gentlemen to 
their respective pot-houses, and the 
Manager, without a mom^it's delay,, 
as though it were a matter of life and 
death, .to his Printer for the ios^r^ 
tion of this additional puff in the play^ 
liyill, blazing forth witli the usual con- 
comitantly of red ink and gigantic capi<- 
tals. 



341 



THE 
PART OF KING JOHN BY A 

LITERARY GENTLEMAN 

OK THE HIokbST RESPECTABILITY 

AND 

FIRST RATE DRAMATIC TALENTS, 

Being the FIRST time of his public 
appearance ou ANY Stage. 

And the Dramatist betook himself 
to an unoccupied room, where heen« 
tered in good earnest upon the study 
of his" part J 
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KING JOHN ! 



^ JNEXT moraing i attended the re* 
heansal aiN( went tolerably wdl through 
the, ordeal, receiving, of couiw, tiia 
applause of all present. Indeed, no^ 
that 1 had undertaken the part, I was 
desirous of doing it all the justice in 
my power, and was consequently pro- 
Toked at the careless, slovenly manner 
of the other performers, not remember^ 
ing that they were not like me, stimu- 
lated by the spirit of novelty ; and that 
what we are in the habit of praetisinj^ 
daily, is always done more as a task 
ttem as a pleasure. 
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The KMinagBr had obtained my con- 
msat to dine with him ; bat happen- 
tug to hear that the erimson plush was 
tp be (me of the party, I took an op- 
portunity of declaring to Sylvester pri« 
vaixAjf that, all^ag^ 1 was perfectiy 
fi^ee from ilUwill towards Ratcliffe, I 
could not so faat sanction moral turpi- 
tnde as to be upon a conviyial fi)oting 
with a person, who had so dishonestly 
oopducited .himself; that I would take 
my dittiier «t the Inp and wait on him 
some time, when the business 'of the 
ajhage would caH away his guests. 

Sylvester affected to applaud the 
delfcacy of such notkms ; and :tven^ 
that he would by no means be depriv- 
ed of my company, that another day 
ihntlddo very wdl for Ratcliffe, and 
that she would instantly let him know ' 
it 

Biit, tiiough the poor Mlowmadif 
ajdtol of parade^ it was ii€fV«ftib(d(M^ 
<ib«idu« that lUtcUfie tMibecom^^ by 
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the desertion of other performer^ too 
important a personage to, be, . thi» 
cavalierly, put by. I resicued the En- 
tertainer from th^ dilemma, by. begging 
that he would make no alteration in 
his dinner party on my account, and 
that I could dine equally well, if not 
better, on one dish than on many. 
. Here he gave in my hearing the finst 
and only intimation, that he still re- 
membered his former, humUer, Aop- 
pier life ; squeezing rs\y hand, as we 

parted: 

" Wejl, God bless you^ Mr- Erer^ 

said he with a sigh, time was when 
1 also could have done the same*'* 
. Now, as the time for representation 
drew nigh, my cowardly heart began 
tp beat, memory seaned to fail me, and 
\^;ith sensations similar to those, of a 
man on his way to the gallows, I called^ 
on tb? Manager. He had bew. ^ak- 
iptg pretty free with the botl3k;'bnt 
tbe feUow wS& wincrproof; he kad^lfae 
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tact however to perceive that I wanted 
the stimulus of a few glasses : this 
really revived my spirits* 

Wo then proceeded to the green 
room, where I was to be crowned King 
of England .-—-In our way, Sylvester in 
a manner partly gay partly confused, 
apologized for tfie unworthy regalia, ip 
which existing circumstances compell- 
ed him to array his majesty ; and truly, 
the enumeration of the items of dress 
will not take up much space. 

First — feet, shoes and gaiters slided,* 
unobstructed, into an old pair of pale 
bufi-eoloured wrinkled boots, d V an^ 
iiqucj with tarnished tassels, represent- 
ing gold. Next her majesty, the Queen 
doW'c>ger, on her knees was, ** with 
nimble haste,^' stitching in front on 
various parts of my blue pantaloons 
stripes of tinsel, glittering with the most 
brilliant hues. Even my swansdown 
spotted waistcoat, although sufficiently 

ibcKc^ivie of ermine, ivas not allowed 

^3 
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to remain untangled. I was^Urested 
of my travelling sable coat, in order tD 
be arrayed in a i'egal robe of £sided 
pink, trimmed at ti^ cuffs, oollatand 
9eam8 with white rabbit fur, and a 
rolling-pin, pasted over with gilt pa- 
per, and tipped with a glass drop irom 
a chandelier, surpassing in size the 
great MoguFs diamond was, aa a scep- 
tre, placed in my hands. 

Hitherto I had passively submitted to 
this substitution and trans6guratioa 
of dress ; but at the approach of an im- 
mense woojily, curly peruke, with a 
Hm Spanish hat and profusion of taiv 
itished feathers of all colours, I could 
hold no longer, and positively rejected: 
llie intended decoration. 

« Well thfen, said Sylvester, the wig> 
hat and feathers will 4P for King Phi- 
lip, — ^A crown certainly will be mora 
in character, as you observe :— you' 
riiall have one pnesently/' 

Wheieupon he dc^rted with the; 
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f rencli King^s regalia, bidding me take 
good courage and that all would end 
well, he was folh^wed by the rest of 
the players and I left alone. — The in- 
terval I spent in looking over my part. 

At length the crown appeared in the 
custody of a shoe black, no velvet 
cushion intervening between his dirty 
iiands and the' diadem^* The Bearer, 
liowever, was dispatched, bearing mash 
ter's compliments, hoping it would fit. 

Fit it did— rbut the first glance in Jlie 
^lass ccffivinced me that it made me 
look mostintole r a bly ridio fdoos. 

It was indeed a shabby contrivance ; 
fet by no means dispsiraging the odier 
articles of my array. Fancy to your- 
self a circle d* pasteboard, covered with 
gilt paper, vandyhed round with the 
same materials, on the points of which 
were neatly glued,- pellets of whiting, 
these were intended to represent the 
most costly pearls frcmi the coast of 
Coromandel. 

m5 
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'^ This will never do, (cried I peevisti- 
ly,) no consideration on earth shall in- 
duce me to appear before an audience 
with this trumpery of a crown. The 
hat and feathers ai^ not quite i^ •bad.^—r- 
I'll try however/^ 

Upon a slip of paper I then wrote 
the following note, — 

King John, to King Philip, greetttig — 
would tliank him to take this crown in ex- 
change for the hat and feathers. 

Away went the lad with thi& scrawl 
and soon returned, bearing an appr<K 
priate anei^er, written ^poiLJtfa^^: back 
of my note. — 

King Philip, to King Jpho, greeCing^-*- 
acquaints that he . must I^eep the hat. and 
feathers, as his head is to big for the crown. 

Here I. fell into a most obstrepero^^ 
irassion, cursing the crown, thefello^v^s 
)iea4 and my own, declaring that I 
M'ould see tlie Mnnager, pla.y and au- 
dience at Jericho, b^for^ I would gra- 
tify any one with such a sight of a 
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jack-pudding at my expense. 

Now rang the bdl.— It was the sig- 
nal for the musicioners—iAx} wit — a fid- 
dle, a horn, and a flute — to leave their 
potations, and betake themselves to 
their respective stands. It was also the 
signal for King John to enter the hall 
of audience and ascend his throne, at- 
tended by the whole court, ere he should 
be exhibited to his loving subjects by 
the uplifting of a curtain, and receive 
in state Chatillon, the Ambassador 
IK>m his most christian Majesty. 

The Manager, who till then had^ 
perhaps kept out of the way purposely, 
came falf'^ spirits (for the house was 
filling apace) to lead me to the foot of 
the throne, which I was to ascend and 
take my seat thereon. Upon my ob- 
jecting to this gilt paper insignum^ he 
re<quested to affix it himself upon my 
royal head, which he did, then falling 
back in raptures, declared that I looked 
well, exceedingly well, upon his ho- 



nour ; that it qmte fitted the ntonar^h, 
appealing in support of the truth to all 
pte^ent ; who, of course, sang in the 
same key. So, partly through intrea- 
ties, partly with friendly intent, and 
partly through shame of retreating, I 
suffered myself to be led on the. stage* 
The curtain was still down, iind, 
whilst the music was playing, we top^ 
our appointed stations. Soon, were 
adjusted the order and etiq.uette of the 
regal stete, as tlie whole court consist- 
ed only of his Majesty^ the Queea- 
mother, a coupld of mutest meaht as 
state ministers^ and RatcliiFe, ^ho, 
amongst a Yaiiety c^ oli^fai^^ per- 
sonified Chatilloji. I nvM ^not how- 
^eyer forget the two wdrrihrs, that guard- 
.ed each side cif my tlirode yvith ^rehcbs 
and fixed bdyt^nets / An [anachronism, 
xafter.all, not more outrageous than the 
one Qur immolrtal Bsu^d hidiaelf com- 
.mitted^ who in the .fifst scene of thi^ 
very play talks of th* thjftnder of Can- 
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non being beard* . 

At length came the momejnt, Uie 
mentous moment, big with the fate of 
King John and the Manager I — ^Agai^ 
the bell rings, the music ceases \ — ^The 
curtain draws up.-r-Then it was thai 
the court and audience appfsared in 
view of each other, and — •. — that his 
Majesty shook upon his throne ! 

The paucity of my atteudants, their 
fihabby attir<^, and mv own, afforde4 
the first fit of merriment to the i^ect^ 

tors, who feU little cQ!npass;^n^tiiie 
si^ht of fad^d gra^adeur. Howe^c^, 
^ntertiuiuag g^e^t .expectation ..qf 
King John's declfunatory powers, th^y 
checked the mirth excited by his roydl 
aj^pearance and waited for his openlq|p 
speech, which I, as his repiresentativ^ 
.would have deli v>ered ; but, though I 
had only this line to repeat ••—, 
Si^y^ .GhutlUoa, what wojild Frauce with lu.T 

For thesocd of m^ loould iKyt nee^- 
lectt it, nor .was the prompter's .voice 
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(if any such were at hand) sufficiently 
audible' to assist my memory. — Rat* 
cliffe could have helped me to the cue'; 
but, apprehensive of betrayin;^ the 
French King's interest, whom he repre- 
sented, he restricted himself to the en- 
joyment of my confusion. At length 
I found utterance and the play began 
amidst tittering, giggling, murmur- 
ing, laughing, coughing, groaning, 
with injunctions, some affected some 
real^ of silence — ^silence ! 

My voice wastti firsiliardly andtbte^ 
but gathering courage as I pfoceeded, 
T' exerted mytielf, not Indeed to rival 
the bellowings of C3iatiIlon, which 
at. the distance of three steps were 
really astounding, but upon my reAi- 
sal to give King PhiKp the satisfaction 
^e required, after his Ambassador had 
bawled out : 

Then take my King's defiance A-om my moiitby 
•The iunhest limits. of. my emhaasy. . 

'I majestically arose fiommy throne, 
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and accepted the challenge in a speech, 
the tone and manner of which b^an 
to turn the scale in our favour, when 
in order to give additional eflfect tb the 
ooocluding words : ' . . • 

So hence. Be thou the'trumpet of our wrath 
And the harbinger of yoiir own decay, 

I gave an unlucky flourish with my 
sceptre ; it struck the kingly crown.— ^ 
So viblent the blow thkt; jerked off 
my head^ thejiiad^ fell on the edge 
of the thl'one, rolled 3bWn th^^fieps^ 
arid ftom tb^ .centre of the c^tftge 
made towards the Queh^stra; ChatilltfA 
i^lepping aside, not* to 'impede' its 
progres^s, ti'hilst^someof the- pearls, re^ 
leai^d from th^i^ fetation,' itt whitenir^ 
4rac«&S'to<^ vacib^ directions. . 
^ Now, : though thfe retaidval of the 
crow n from' hifi Majesty -s bead j through 
the iagency cf his sceptre, was ho bad 
pmctit^l llltet^atidh of Lacklahd's 
^rfeign, t:h^{s^la«oi*s, .iibt disposed to 
view it'inlthat 'hist0ri<ial light, Wer6 
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convulsid Willi laughter. Loud and 
incessant wi^e both hisses and mock 
applauses. Amid the cries of bravo ! 
excellent ! encore ! He's drunk ! ofi^ 
off! I stood stultified with shame, yexr 
ation and rage. To heighten the farce? 
the rascally Ch^tillon, having vouch- 
jiaft^ topick up the unlucky crown, 
approached my royal person, ascended 
the steps and, .lowly bowing, placed 
it «gaii| on my h^fid, ppt indf^ed ^recf^ 
is a Monarch sb6uid wear, it, but side^ 
.ways, o« jtherleft ear,, ji^ist lifea fifer^f 
or druB^mer's capf' 

Th^ plaudits, i^Msses^ and othar vor 
.cifeqitiio|i& redojoblied tenfold, when I, 
awaking frpm this stupor, the bloo4 
gushing iu my face, leaped from 
the throne, filing away, both so^tre 
and crown, hurried off this ^i^ge with 
4he fegalia, remaining, unheeding the 
JVI^nsiger's eqtreati^ and reipoostrai^ 
,cei^ and, >in: n|iy hurried . pn^re^ tp 
the .wardrroquH; aettially apfi^t ihe un- 
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fortunate Prmce Arthur in hk edgeN 
Befls> tQ enjoy a view of tbe upMari- 
ous scene ; g^m Hubert, who tvas in 
his- wake, nearly shared Che same fate. 

On gaining the^p^tment, I bolted- 
the door. After a few passionate^tliiles* 
about tbe room, off flew the bMtfi^,- 
away went the royal robe, ^i&^t did' 
Monarch abdicate more expeditibiAly . 
I donned my habit iourgeois, with 
hasty snatches tore off the glittering 
wnaments from rest and panteloonft ; 
then grasping my crab-sticfk^ sallted' 
forth rageful, and determined to 
l^ock down whomsoever should ob- 
struct my passage. Luckily no one 
appeared, the Managet being too. 
much engaged in s^ologizing to the' 
audience, and the perfcarmers, in peq>- 
ing through the ^e scenes,^ awaiting, 
the result. 

On passing the house, the most loud 
and discordant yoite)^ were beard.' I 
too well knew the cause, ^nd wUhou^ 
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proloDgiog :nxj re^y fmh moment, 
struck into .the . London roajd, . intend- 
ipg to reacb A^ctoil that mgl|l;. 

The rage that still possessed me 
brokieoQt, in acts of violence, when- 
ever; I chanced to behold gU&tening in 
the moonshine^i any remnants of my 
theatdcal6nery. However, as I removed 
from the scene of action, these ebiiUiti-. 
ons decreased : I became more and more 
gentle, and, when I. gained my rest- 
ing place, laughed .' heartily at the 
n'hole ! transaction. 

The next morning, by nine, ' m ith 
hasty strides padding the irottoir^ his 
dress disordered and flourishing his 
stafl^ aa a. warrior would his sword at 
the stoftiiing of a city :-^*-erect his mien, 
though slender his purse ; pi-oud of a 
pedenstrian^s feats, prouder of his lite- 
iWT; perf9]rff^aiv:^ ;, witb heart elate. 
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all sense of past mishaps being absorb- 
ed in the anticipation of success — 

THE DRAMATIST 
made his triumphant entrance into the 
Metropolis of the British Empire. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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